The Many Faces of Jesus

“Big Picture” Questions:
1) How to portray Jesus?  Should he be portrayed at all?
2) What are images of Jesus for? Why attempt to portray him?
3) Has historical accuracy been possible or even desirable?

Partial Outline of Christian Art:
The Beginnings: Earliest Images [ca. 3rd – 5th c. A. D.]
 symbols & signs (the cross, fish, anchor, Chi-Rho monogram)                                                              pagan syncretism (grape & vines, the Good Shepherd)    

Imperial Growth: “Books of the Illiterate” [ca. 4rd – 8th c.]
 conversion of Constantine & struggle for orthodoxy   
 growth of the Church (mosaics, coins, icons)                                                                                                                                       
 more pagan syncretism (nimbus or halo, solar divinity) 
Iconoclasm: “Breakers of Images” [ca. 8rd – 9th c.]
    the spread & threat of Islam   
         	 East (Constantinople) versus West (Rome)                                                                                                                                      

A True Likeness: “Not Made By Human Hands” [ca. 11th – 16th c.] 
 Greek East (Byzantine Orthodox): the Mandylion of Edessa
 Latin West (Roman Catholic): the “Veil of Veronica”      
                                                                                                                                  
The Suffering Jesus: “The Man of Sorrows” [ca. 13th – 16th c.]
 Jesus’ humanity & suffering  
 portable devotional images      
                                                                                                                                 
The Beautiful Christ: The Transcendent Divinity [15th – 17th c.]
 depicting the Trinity: fully human & fully divine 
  Renaissance & Baroque painting and sculpture
                                                   
Global Spread of Christianity: A Diversity of Christs
     The Coptic Church [Ethiopia]
   After the Conquest [Latin America]
  Images Across the World [Africa & The Far East]
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