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Civilization.  A hundred thousand years ago, so scientists say, primitive man wandered through tropical forests picking up nuts and fruit for food.  He wore no clothes and had no tools or weapons, and at night he climbed a tree for security while he slept.  The only thing that distinguished him from the large apes was his ability to speak a rough sort of language.  This was the Earliest Period of Savagery.

Then came the first great step in civilization.  He discovered the use of fire.  This wonderful discovery enabled him to leave the treetops, for wild beasts were frightened by his flaming brands.  From being hunted he became the hunter, for he could now cook meat and fish for his food.  He learned how to throw stones and make clubs and rough stone spears for his hunting.  He could even leave the tropical forests and keep himself warm by means of rude skin garments in a more vigorous and inspiring climate.  This was the Second Period of Savagery.

But while man was away from his fireside hunting the smaller animals, he was still at the mercy of the larger ones.  Spears and clubs were poor weapons against saber-toothed tigers, cave bears, mammoths, and wild bulls.  But some savage genius invented the bow and arrow, and another great advance was made.
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Qne of the first upward steps was learning to chip stones into tools and weapons.

This gave man his first great advantage over beasts. Before that he had the

beginnings of speech; also fire, but for the renewal of the latter in case of need

he was dependent upon chance trees set ablaze by the lightning. Tools, weapons,
and fire placed man definitely above the brutes





With bow and arrow man was soon able to kill the larger game animals and to drive off his fiercest enemies, for he could strike the swiftest creature at a distance.  For the first time he was sure of plenty of food.  This left him some leisure for the arts of life.  Men began drawing pictures on the walls of their caves, and the savage women learned to scrape and cure skins until they were soft and sew them with bone needles into more serviceable garments . . . So knowledge spread and weapons improved as the hunters picked up new tricks and devices in their travels.  This was the Third Period of 

Savagery . . .
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s next triumph was learning to make fire whenever he wanted it, by strik-
ing sparks from stones, rubbing together pieces of dry wood, or twirling a stick
against a block. Fire preserved man from cold in winter, scared away beasts
at night, and enabled him to prepare more nourishing food. It also gave him
social evenings by the fireside, stimulating his powers of speech and reflection.





