The Greeks: Crucible of Civilization (1999) 
PBS documentary
The Persian Wars (499-479 B.C.) [Choose 6 questions]
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How does the documentary’s portrayal of the Persians differ from your textbook’s presentation?  

2) Evaluate the historical validity of the following: “The Greeks are a people who emphasize freedom. The Persians would put far more emphasis on obedience.  It’s a struggle between freedom and slavery.”
3) Why was the battle of Marathon (490 B.C.) significant?
4) Why is the run of Pheidippides famous?
5) What is a trireme & how was it used?

6) Why did Xerxes invade Greece?

7) Identify, explain, & place in historical context: “Why sit you doomed ones?  Fly to the ends of the earth, all is ruin for fire and the headlong god of war shall bring you low.”

8) Identify, explain, & place in historical context: “Though shall all else shall be taken, Zeus the all-seeing grants that the wooden wall only shall fail.”

9) How was Themistocles able to win victory at the battle of Salamis (480 B.C.)? 
The Athenian Empire/Athens’ Golden Age [Choose 4 questions]
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What was the Delian League?
2) Explain the procedure & purpose of ostracizing someone in Athenian society.
3) Who was Pericles & why was he significant to Athens’ Golden Age?

4) Explain the symbolic importance of the Parthenon.

5) Why was Aspasia unique in Greek society?

6) What can tragedy tell us about Greek society?
Questions to think about [NOT ANSWER]
( What are the strengths & weaknesses of learning history from watching documentaries?

( What grade would you give this documentary (A, A-, B, D+, etc.) and why?
