Excerpts from

 Memoirs of the History of France during the reign of Napoleon, dictated by the Emperor at Saint Helena (London, 1823)

by Napoleon Bonaparte

Nations, like individuals, have their different ages—infancy, strength and decay.  A national government is one that arises and maintains itself independently of foreign force.  Property, municipal laws, the love of country, and religion are the bonds of every species of government . . .

Every offensive war is a war of invasion; every well-conducted war is methodical.  Defensive war does not preclude attack, any more than offensive war is necessarily exclusive of defense, although its object is to force the frontier and invade the territory of the enemy.  The principles of war are those that have ruled the great captains whose deeds have been handed down to us by history: Alexander, Hannibal, Caesar . . . Frederick the Great, and others.


Alexander conducted eight campaigns, during which he conquered Asia and part of India; Hannibal, seventeen, one in Spain, fifteen in Italy, and one in Africa; Caesar, thirteen, eight against the Gauls and five against Pompey's legions . . . A meticulously written history of these eighty-eight campaigns would be a complete treatise on the art of war from which would flow spontaneously the principles that should be followed in both offensive and defensive war.

Alexander crossed the Dardanelles in 334 B.C. with an army of about 40,000 men, of which an eighth part was cavalry.  He forced the passage of the Granicus, which was defended by an army under Memnon, a Greek, who commanded of the coasts of Asia for Darius [Darius III, Persian emperor], and then spent the whole of the year 333 in establishing his power in Asia Minor.  He was supported by Sardis, Ephesus, Tarsus, Miletus, and other Greek colonies on the shores of the Black Sea and Mediterranean.  His conquest of the Persian Empire was made easier because it was not one nation but a confederation of states in which the provinces and cities governed themselves by their own peculiar laws.  Alexander, who wanted only the Persian throne, easily appropriated the rights of sovereignty to himself, because he respected the usages, manners, and laws of the people, who suffered no change of condition.


In the year 332 he encountered Darius, at the head of 600,000 men, occupying a position at Issus, near Tarsus.  He defeated him, entered Syria, and took Damascus, where the Great King's treasures were deposited.  Then he laid siege to Tyre, but that proud metropolis of world trade held out against him for nine months.


He took Gaza, after a two-month siege, crossed the desert in seven days, entered Pelusium and Memphis, and founded Alexandria.  He met with no obstacle, because Syria and Egypt were always linked by common interest with the Greeks; because Arab nations, for religious reasons, hated the Persians; and finally because the Greek troops of the satraps joined the Macedonians.  In less than two years, after two battles and four or five sieges, he conquered the coasts of the Black Sea . . . and of the Mediterranean as far as Alexandria, as well as all Asia Minor, Syria, and Egypt . . .


Alexander made war methodically, in a way that deserves the highest praise . . . Alexander merits the glory he has enjoyed for so many ages among all nations . . .  

