Practice Identifications

Rank & evaluate the following sample identifications.  Some are clearly better than others, but why?  What are the major weaknesses & strengths?  Keep in mind that these answers were written with OPEN NOTES with about 6 minutes writing time.

Hunter-Gatherers

1) Hunter-gatherers were early humans that learned to hunt and gather good to survive.  This step was a necessary step to get where we are now.

2) Hunter-gatherers were the Paleolithic humans that survived by moving around to hunt animals & gather roots and seeds as food.  They also used the animal furs for clothing & other purposes.  Hunter-gatherer groups started to appear around 40,000 B. C. in Africa and began to migrate through Asia towards Europe.  They came to be probably because of peoples need for food & working in a group was easier than working by yourself.  They are significant because humans started developing trade, tools, arts, and control of fire in these small groups.

3) Hunter-gatherers, considered part of the Stone Age, were Homo Sapiens who are ancestors of the current human race (Homo sapiens sapiens).  They appeared over four hundred thousand years ago in where we call Africa today.  Hunter-gatherers are stone age people due to the underdevelopment of written language.  They moved frequently for survival and passed on survival strategies which lead to civilization.  Their prehistoric tools gave a basis for new tools and development.

4) Hunter-gatherers exist going back four hundred thousand years during the Old Stone Age in Africa.  They were called Paleolithic because of the stone tools & weapons they used to survive.  Hunter gatherers had not yet domesticated animals or plants, so they were constantly on the move hunting animals (primarily men) and looking for roots, berries, or other plants for food (primarily women).  They also made beads and other jewelry, buried their dead, painted cave walls, and traded with other groups of humans.  Hunter-gatherer societies were able to control fire for warmth and cooking meat, but lived dangerous lives always on the edge of survival.   

5) Hunter gatherers provided for one of the bases of civilization by allowing humans to have a clear goal and reason for establishing tribes.  HG's show up throughout history in all early civilizations as a primary source of food, and later as a supplemental source with the development of farming.  HG's formed into tribes for greater success on the hunt and for protection from more powerful predater's.  These tribe's helped man establish a foothold in the world.  That foothold later established itself into the civilized world.

6) The hunter-gatherers were a group of Germanic people who traveled from place to place, governed by migratory patterns of their food.  They were the first groups to have a sort of social system.

7) Hunter gatherers, they were people who did not have knowledge of farming, they relied heavily on finding animal heards and plants.  Without these hunter gatherers the human race probably would have become extinct.  They either lived in an area where there was no land to farm . . .

8) The Hunter Gatherer were humans of Paleolithic (old Stone) period which was the appearance of homo sapiens.  They hunted and gathered all their food and was always roaming, which have them the name Hunter Gatherer.  They were in groups of 20 to 50.  They had no government but did have status.

Neolithic Revolution

1) Neolithic Revolution is referred to as “New Stone”.  The Neolithic Revolution relied on animals and agriculture to survive.  The Neolithic people used cattle for meat as well as milk and used fresh soil to produce such things as barley, peas, etc.

2) The Neolithic Revolution began around 10,000 B. C. as groups of people domesticated animals and began permanent agriculture. Animals such as sheep, goats, and cattle were herded for meat & milk.  As the weather grew warmer and wetter in the Fertile Crescent, conditions for growing crops including peas, wheat, and barley improved.  This revolution led to extra food which aided growth in the population, specialization in society, and laid the foundations for civilizations centered on cities.

3) The Neolithic Revolution began about ten to twelve thousand years ago, also called the "new stone" period.  This is the era where agriculture & domesticated animals were invented & no longer had to constantly roam & hunt (ex. hunter/gathers).  They lived in established communities.  All of these radical developments happened gradually over time.  Technological change set in & changed in this revolution.  People could now also work full-time at crafts other than farming & hunting (ex. making tools/clothes etc.).

4) Neolithic people were considered the "New stone age" people.  Around 10,000 B. C. these people started making & herding there own food.  People no longer had to risk there lives by hunting for food.  People could finally settle down and build civilizations.  The Neolithic Revolution brought on a new way of living.

5) The Neolithic revolution took place roughly between 10,000 -4,000 B. C.  It started due to a climate change in the area that was later called Mesopotamia, which is now roughly in the place we call Iraq.  Because of these changes, the climate allowed for a growth of various plants that could be used for food, this same climate was also suitable for animals to be raised.  Around 6,000 B. C. the Neolithic people started building mud houses with only one entrance on the roof, which had a secondary use as the chimney.  Because they no longer needed to roam the lands, due to farming, they could make other things like crafts and specialized tools.  Labor was eventually divided by gender this is important because it is the 1st major step to civilization.

6) People, mostly women in the beginning, started growing food rather than moving from place to place for food.  Women had been the ones to gather the fruits & grains so they knew more about how the plants grew.  There was good land for growing crops & raising animals domestically.  The sheep was the first animal raised for meat.  The pastoralists would move around looking for grazing land for their animals.  They did not use the animals for milk or wool yet.  The Çatal Hüyük had mud brick houses with the entrance at the top of the house where the smoke from the chimney came out too.

7) The Neolithic Revolution began approximately 10,000 B. C..  As the climate of the fertile crescent became milder and wetter, wild grain fields grew in abundance.  This led to the discovery of agriculture.  The women played the major role in this discovery, learning to sow seeds from one crop to plant another.  Also, around 8,500 B. C. came the domestication of sheep.  They were tamed & bred to provide meat.  These two discoveries allowed for some people to produce food for all, leaving other to develop specialized crafts, such as the making of tools, weaving cloth for clothing.  Also as men took over the more physical tasks (herding) they became the dominant gender from then on.  Prior to this there was no distinct division of power according to gender.

