Improving Your Writing

Of each pair of passages, which is better and why?  Choose either A) or B), then write a brief explanation for your choice.  Think about whether the writing is clear, concise, grammatical, logical, etc.
EXCERPTS:

1) A) She smoothly slid off the bike and checked both of her Peacemakers to make sure they were fully loaded.  He dismounted as well and stood still, quietly looking down the road.  Other than the sign, there were no lights in this part of the city, nothing illuminating the streets until one reached the main gate the city center, which was easily seen from where they were.
B) She slid off the bike effortlessly, making certain her Peacemakers were fully loaded.  He dismounted as well and stood silently, looking down the road.  A solitary sign illuminated the darkness.  On the city center’s light from the main gate glowed in the distance.

2) A) The men stood shoulder to shoulder, dismissing his question and refusing passage.  “Who are they?” she asked, breaking the silence.

B) His question was met with silence, as the men stood in a line, shoulder to shoulder, indicating that they would not let anyone pass by them.  “Who are these men?” she finally asked quietly, breaking the quiet.

3) A) He nodded wordlessly and the two of them started back down the street toward Caesar’s Palace.  By now, the resistance being arrayed against them was minimal at best.  A small group of soldiers broke on them from their right, but he just stood watching as she mowed them down with her machine pistols, every burst finding flesh.
B) He nodded as the two headed toward Caesar’s Palace.  They met minimal resistance.  A squad of soldiers appeared suddenly, only to be mowed down by her machine pistols.

4) A) “What is that?” she said, her brow furrowing in concentration.  “I can barely hear it.”  “Concentrate, my young padawan.”  A moment later, a look of understanding quickly flashed across her face.  “That sounds like a tank,” she said.  “Cole actually has a tank?  Whose brilliant idea was it to give him a tank?” “Who wouldn’t want a tank?” he answered with a shrug.

B) Moments later, a look of comprehension flashed across her face: “That sounds like trouble.”  She continued, “He as a tank, whose brilliant idea was that?”  “Who wouldn’t want a tank?” her partner replied.

5) A) The four soldiers raised their blades.  Standing in tight formation, they believed in strength in numbers.  Against most foes, they were unstoppable.  With him, however, they were as sheep to the slaughter.  He rushed toward them with a roar.

B) The four men answered by presenting their own blades forward and standing tightly together, believing that their strength came in their numbers.  Against anyone else, they were indeed unstoppable.  Against him, however, they were lining up as sheep to the slaughter.  With a mighty roar, he rushed forward.
6) A) “The klutz is gonna kill himself,” she said with a tone that projected a little too much irritation for the effort it was taking to hide her smile.

B) “That klutz is going to kill himself,” she remarked irritably, trying to hide a smile.

7) A) By sunrise the next day, nearly a million people would be dead, choked by the increasingly toxic atmosphere.  Thus began the global calamity.  Unfortunately, this was only the beginning.

B) By the time the sun would come up the following morning, dimmed by an atmosphere full of toxins, nearly a million people would be dead.  That was only the beginning of what would be the worst calamity the planet had ever witnessed.  Unfortunately, it would shortly be surpassed by another even worse.

8) A) As comfortable as the women were in the apartment, it was obvious that Cam, standing in the corner by the panoramic windows, felt completely otherwise.  The young man looked perfectly uncomfortable, crossing and uncrossing his arms, blinking furiously, and basically trying his hardest to look like he’d been in an apartment room with two beautiful women before, but failing miserably.

B) While the women were comfortable, Cam obviously wasn’t.  Standing by the panoramic windows, he fidgeted nervously while attempting to appear nonchalant.  He’d never been in an apartment with two beautiful women before.

9) A) The elevators were inoperative, following protocol for an enemy breach.  So they moved quickly toward the stairs.  Unfortunately, the stairway had become a deathtrap.

B) The protocol for an enemy breach of the building automatically disabled all elevators, so they hurried past them without a second thought and pushed on toward the stairs.  Unfortunately, this strategy transformed the stairways into funnels of death if you didn’t broach the door properly.
10) A) We were unprepared for a pandemic of that size and sweep.  Those of us who survived watched as all of our hard work crumbled.  It was devastating to us and set us back centuries.  But we are a resilient group and rebuilt ourselves once more… Within a hundred years, we controlled Brussels, Paris, and London…
B) Unready for the sweeping pandemic, the few survivors watched as our hard work crumbled to dust.  It was devastating and set us back centuries.  We persevered though and rebuilt.  Within a century, we regained control of Brussels, Paris, and London.
In what specific ways do you think the writer could improve these excerpts.  What specific habits would lead to better writing?

