History ( the Past

History is not the same as the past, but why?

Consider the following statements and think of examples to illustrate them:
SOURCES

1) Historians do not directly observe the past, particularly that which lies beyond their own lives.  Historians examine the past through documents/sources.

2) The documents or sources historians work with cover only part of the events & personalities of the past.  Many things happen without leaving documentation.

3) Historians cannot be certain that they have examined all the documents of any given event in the past.

4) Both documentation and research are incomplete; the past as it actually happened is not completely knowable to any historian.
INTERPRETATION

5) Any explanation of the past is an interpretation of some kind.  However, all interpretations are not equally plausible or probable.  
6) Historians seeking to understand the past do not bring perfect, neutral or objective minds to their task.  As human beings historians are products of a particular time, place, circumstance, and culture with varying interests.

7) Historians select  particular topics to research, choose and arrange their sources, and inevitably bring something of themselves to the history they produce.

8) Historians examine the past but also bring present concerns to their work.  Their powers are limited, and history by necessity, will change over time.

QUESTION
Suppose we have access to a time machine and can select a particular event in history to visit.  Could we then make history identical to the past?  Explain why or why not.  Be sure to keep in mind statements 1-8.
Common Myths & Misconceptions
1) History is just subjective (personal opinion).  Therefore, all historical arguments are equally plausible, valid, or true.

2) History is just objective (“just the facts”).  Therefore, history simply tells us what happened independent of any human interpretation, perspective, or bias.

3) We cannot know (or can NEVER know anything) about the past because we weren’t there.

4) When present at a particular event, we know exactly what happened.

5) People in the past were stupider than we are today.

6) History is constantly “repeating” itself.

7) History is always told by the “winners.”

[Historians follow] a middle-way, to be held between the Easiness of those that believe all, and the Obstinacy of those that believe nothing.

Pierre Le Moyne, Of the Art of Both Writing and Judging History (1695)

