Chapter 1: Preconditions: Anti-Semitism, Racism, & Common Prejudices in early-20th-century Europe [1-28]
True or False: 

Hitler & the Nazis played upon common prejudices against different groups in European society.
"Big Picture" Questions:

( What were the widespread attitudes towards Jews & other groups prior to the Nazi’s rise to power?
( What were other preconditions that prepared the way for Nazi ideology?

19th-c. preconditions 
( timber (dry & combustible)

Nazism & Hitler 

( spark or lit match (ignition)

WWII


( favorable external conditions

Why do prejudices reveal more about the people who hold them than about the people they are about?

( What are the historical roots of anti-Semitism?  How had Jews been treated over the course of European history? [4-7]

( origins of the term: “anti-Semitism”? (1870s)


( ancient world & rise of Christianity?


( Middle Ages? (pogroms, scapegoats, restrictions)

( Protestant Reformation (Luther, medieval images continued)


( 17th to 19th centuries (secularization, emancipation)


( late 19th century (“scientific” anti-Semitism, Social Darwinism) 
( Why is it difficult to describe “the Jew” in the way that Nazi propaganda portrayed? [7-11]


( assimilated Jews to more visible kinds of Jews


( eastern Europe (shtetls, Pale of Settlement, Yiddish)


( southern & southeastern Europe (Sephardic, Ladino)


( many strands of Judaism (Orthodox, Reform, Hasidism)


( Three Jewish Lives in Prewar Europe [Gay, Siegal, Pomerantz]

( What was the eugenics movement? How did eugenics reflect common prejudices against mentally & physically handicapped & other groups? [11-13]


( attitudes in medieval & early modern Europe?


( attitudes in late 19th century? (Social Darwinism)


( popularity of eugenics in early 20th century?


( specific ideas of eugenics reformers? (Stopes, Binding & Hoche)

( Who were the Gypsies?  What were common European attitudes toward this group? [13-16]


( origins of Gypsies & what links them together as a group?

( attitudes in medieval Europe & similarities w/ anti-Jewish ideas? 

( common European myths? (wanderers, eternal homelessness)

( 19th & 20th century attitudes towards?
Why is it difficult to make meaningful generalizations about these groups?
( In what specific ways did imperialism & racism act as preconditions for the Nazis? [16-18]


( Europeans ruling over subject peoples? (Africa, Asia)

( European technological & military advantages?


( European atrocities in African colonies? (Herero, Nama)


( anti-black stereotypes & racism in Germany? (before Nazis)
( What are the origins of common German attitudes toward eastern Europeans, especially Slavic peoples? [19-20]


( German attitudes towards Slavs?

( role of independent Poland after WWI?


( role of Freikorps (Free Corps) in Germany after WWI?


( attacks on Poles, Czechs, Slovaks by Germans?


( role of Russian Revolution? (fear, hate, suspicion of Russians)

( links between Communist ideology and Judaism?
( What were some common prejudices against other groups? [20-26]
( attitudes toward homosexuals, Jehovah’s Witnesses, Freemasons, & other “Asocials”?
( Why are WWI & its aftermath significant in setting the stage for the Nazis, WWII, and the Holocaust? [26-28]


( cheapening human life? (total war)


( misconceptions about Treaty of Versailles? (German bitterness)
