Chapter 2: Leadership & Will: Adolf Hitler & Nazi Ideology [29-51]
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“Big Picture” Questions:

1) What was Hitler’s background & how was his worldview shaped by broader events (WWI, Great Depression)?

2) What was Hitler’s worldview (Nazi ideology) & who were the members of his inner circle?

3) How & why did the Nazis (NSDAP) rise to power & what factors contributed to the end of democracy in Germany?
4) Was the rise of Hitler & the Nazis inevitable?

ADOLF HITLER (1889-1945)

A Brief Biography [31-36]
( Hitler’s childhood & family background (rumors of Jewish ancestry)

( Hitler in Vienna: Pan-Germanism, Karl Lueger, Social Darwinism


( Hitler in Munich: WWI, anti-Semitism, German Workers’ Party


( Beer Hall Putsch & Mein Kampf

( personal details: habits, movies, personal relationships, etc.
Hitler’s Worldview [36-40]
( “race & space”: “Aryans” & Lebensraum
( anti-Semitism: origins, stereotypes, “the Jew”
( role of women in the Nazi ideology
( the führerprinzip (“führer principle”)

-“working towards the führer”

Old Fighters & “True Believers”—The Inner Circle [40-43]

( Hitler’s inner circle: Goering, Goebbels, Himmler



-backgrounds, relationships with Hitler, roles in Nazi party
THE NAZI RISE TO POWER

Weimar Republic (1918-1933) [45-47]

( situation in Germany prior to Hitler’s rule


-strengths, weaknesses, & significant achievements?

( Europe’s economic, political, & social challenges in the 1920s? 


-Germany suffer more than other nations?



-hyperinflation? national security? shame of defeat?

World War I & the Myth of a Stab in the Back [47-48]

( stab-in-the-back myth & significance?
National Socialist Workers’ Party in the 1920s [48-49]

( origins, building the party, approach, successes


( political polarization & The Great Depression

The 1930s & the End of Democracy in Germany [49-51]


( economic difficulties ( political responses

( elections of the early 1930s & role of Paul von Hindenberg
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( how & why did Hitler become chancellor? 
