Chapter 3: From Revolution to Routine: 
Nazi Germany, 1933-1938 [53-80]
“Big Picture” Questions:

1) In what ways did the Nazis implement Hitler’s ideology during the peacetime years?

2) What was life like for different segments of Germany’s population under early Nazi rule?  Responses of masses?
3) What was the Nazi revolution at home & in foreign policy?
4) What made the Nazi reforms routine (systematizing violence, centralizing power, legalizing brutality)?
PHASE I: THE NAZI REVOLUTION, 1933-34
Political Revolution [54-56]
( transforming German politics & society (treatment of Communists, Reichstag fire, first concentration camp)
( dismantling German democratic institutions (Enabling Law, getting rid of the Reichstag)
Social Revolution—Testing the Waters [56-60]
( Nazi policies with respect to groups other than Communists (homosexual men, Jehovah’s Witnesses, Gypsies, Germans of African descent [“Rhineland bastards”])
The Nazi Revolution & the Jews [60-62]

( effects on the German Jewish population (bans & boycotts)

( intimidation & legislation (defining Jews & Aryans)
( non-governmental measures (firing scholars, German Christian Movement, divorces)
German Jewish Responses [62-63]


( attempts to leave Germany, self-help efforts, Zionist associations
The Nazi Revolution & the Handicapped [63-64]


( eugenic sterilization, Law for Prevention of Hereditarily Diseased Offspring

( “feeble-minded” & “asocials”

( who was critical & who cooperated?
The Policy of Coordination [64-66]

( policies towards the “right kinds of people”

( Gleichschaltung: coordination, jobs, massive public works


( Strength Through Joy & “People’s Cars”
Terror & Pageantry [66-67]


( concentration camps, book burnings, marches, parades, songs
A Revolution in Foreign Policy [67-69]


( mixture of boldness & caution

( Concordat with the Vatican (July 1933)


( Non-Aggression Pact w/ Poland (January 1934)


( secret rearmament of Germany
Night of the Long Knives & End of Revolutionary Phase [70-72]

( Ernst Röhm & the party purge (June 30, 1934): significance as a turning point
PHASE II: ROUTINIZATION, 1934-37

Centralization of Power [72-73]

( control over political (Gestapo) & criminal police
( death of Hindenburg (August 1934)
Legalization [73-75]


( revamping German law: “race” legislation defining Jews & “Aryans”

( Nuremberg Laws

1) Law of Protection of German Blood & Honor

2) Reich Citizenship Law
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( status of “mixed bloods” & targeting other groups (Gypsies, homosexuals, the handicapped, etc.) 
Ritualization & Coordination [75-77]


( annual Party Rallies (Nuremberg)

( Triumph of the Will & other propaganda


( the “Nazi Olympics” in Berlin (1936)

( going along with Nazi policies, jokes, & the Malicious Practices Act (the “German glance”) 
Preparations for War [77-80]

( how & why did the Hitler prepare for war? (rearmament, the Rhineland, “4-Year Plan,” Spanish Civil War, Hitler’s call for more space)
