Chapter 5: Experiments in Brutality, 1939-1940: 
War against Poland & the So-called Euthanasia Program 
[101-129]
“Big Picture” Questions:

1) How & why did Germany invade & conquer Poland?
2) What did they do after the conquest of Poland to enact Nazi policies? (“divide & conquer”)
3) How & why was the Euthanasia Program enacted within Germany to enact Nazi racial policies?

GERMANS IN POLAND [102-125]

LIGHTNING WAR

( division of Poland: western areas & General Government

( treatment of various groups: Poles & Jews

( resettlement: “home into the Reich” of ethnic Germans
( competing authorities & German plans for the Poles [Heydrich’s order, September 7, 1939]
( Adolf Eichmann’s individual initiative
( “divide & conquer” in Poland & protests [General Johannes Blaskowitz]
GHETTOIZATION IN POLAND
( purpose & process of ghettos?

( alternative plans for Jews, Gypsies, etc
( Lodz, Lublin, & Warsaw
( role of Jewish councils (Judenrat)
( resistance & leaders in ghettos
POLAND’S SPECIAL ROLE IN THE HOLOCAUST
( What are the common interpretations regarding Poland’s role?
1) Poles as arch-antisemites

2) Poles as victims of the Holocaust

3) “unequal victims” theory

( What factors made the Polish situation peculiar or special?

1) Poland’s earlier conquest (chronology)

2) Poles as inferior Untermenschen (ideology)

3) Polish ethnic divisions (demographics)

4) Nazi-Soviet Pact deepening hostilities (political)

5) Polish anti-Semitism, greed, economic divisions (cultural)
( “banality of evil” [Hannah Arendt, Eichmann in Jerusalem]
( Why did ordinary people involve themselves in killing, robbing, etc.?
( Why did some risk their lives in resisting (Zegota, Polish Underground, Jewish resistance)?
MURDER OF THE HANDICAPPED [125-129]

( How & why was the murder of children extended to adults?
( T-4 Program (Tiergartenstrasse 4) 
( Leonardo Conti’s formula (1000:10:5:1)
( experimental killing methods ( first gassings (January 1940)
( mobile killing vans (carbon monoxide)
SIGNIFICANCE OF THE FOLLOWING

( Hitler’s backdated authorization for a “mercy death” (October 1939)

( Pope Pius XII’s statement (December 1940)
( Bishop of Münster’s sermon of protest (August 1941)
