Stalin’s New Initiatives (1927-1930): 
Five-Year Plan & Collectivization

Read the excerpts from Lenin, Stalin, & Hitler: The Age of Social Catastrophe (2007) by Robert Gellately.

“Big Picture” Questions [for note taking]:
1) [image: http://www.randomhouse.com/images/dyn/cover/?source=9781400040056&height=300&maxwidth=170]What was the Five-Year Plan and how did it differ from the NEP?  
2) What was the purpose/value of show trials? Example: Shakhty trial
3) What were Stalin’s main goals in planning Soviet society? Ford Motor Company? Magnitogorsk?
4) What was Stalin’s review of the 5-Year Plan in November 1929? What consisted of the accompanying “cultural revolution”?
5) How did Stalin enact an assault on the countryside? “Ural-Siberian method”? collectivization of agriculture?
6) How and why did Stalin call in late 1929 for “eliminating the kulaks as a class”? How were the peasants “dekulakized”?
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[image: communismfascism1932]Stalinism & Nazism: Comparing Genocides

Both Nazi and Marxist ideologies led to industrial-scale killing, their biological and psychological theories were opposites. . . Nazism and Marxism shared a desire to reshape humanity.  “The alteration of men on a mass scale is necessary,” wrote Marx; “the will to create mankind anew” is the core of National Socialism, wrote Hitler.  They also shared revolutionary idealism and a tyrannical certainty in pursuit of this dream… This alone was a recipe for disaster.

The Blank Slate: The Modern Denial of Human Nature (2002)

“Big Picture” Questions:
1) What are the similarities between Stalin’s Soviet Union & Hitler’s Third Reich?  Why might both be labeled totalitarian regimes?
2) How are these regimes different from each other?  
3) Why did both ideologies, Communism & Nazism, contribute to the misery & death of millions of people?
4) How were both of these genocidal regimes influenced by specific historical circumstances?
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Table 2. Communist Mass Killings in the Twenticth Century

Location-Dates Description Additional Motives Deatlis
Soviet Union (1917-23)  Russian Civil War and Counterguerrilla 250,000~
. Red Terror 2,500,000
Soviet, Union and Collectivization, Great. Counterguertilla 10,000,000~
Eastern Europe Terror, occupation/ 20,000,000
(1927-45) communization of Baltic
states and western Poland
China (including Land reform, Great Leap Counterguerrilla 10,000,000
Tibet) (1949-72) Forward, Cultural 46,000,000
Revolution, and other
political purges.
Cambodia (1975-79) Collectivization and Ethnic 1,000,000—
political repression 2,000,000
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