Soviet Show Trials (1936-38): 
Purging the “Enemies”

1) Read the excerpts from Inside Europe (1938) by John Gunther and Lenin, Stalin, & Hitler: The Age of Social Catastrophe (2007) by Robert Gellately.
2) Take notes on each with these questions in mind:
· What is Gunther’s position regarding the guilt or innocence of the accused in the show trials?  What was Stalin’s role in these trials?
· What is Gellately’s argument regarding Stalin’s role in the show trials? 
· What were the basic facts regarding the major trials described in the reading?
[image: http://www.randomhouse.com/images/dyn/cover/?source=9781400040056&height=300&maxwidth=170]QUESTIONS:
1) Is Gunther correct when he says “Stalin could not have wanted those trials.  He had nothing to gain from them beyond the object forced on him—the elimination of treason.”?  Evaluate the historical accuracy of these statements.
2) What information would Gunther have available in 1938 to draw his conclusions?  Why might this influence his explanation of the trials?
3) What advantages does Gellately have over Gunther in explaining the show trials?  Why is his interpretation so different of these horrific events?
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