The Nature of Totalitarianism: 
Communist Russia (1917-1953)
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“Big Picture” Questions:
1) What is meant by the term “totalitarianism”?  How does it differ from an authoritarian dictatorship?
2) Why are both Nazi Germany under Hitler and the Soviet Union under Stalin labeled as “totalitarian” regimes?

3) What happened during the civil war in Russia? (1918-1922)

4) How was the Soviet Union ruled under Lenin? (1917-1924)

5) How was USSR ruled under Stalin? (1929-1953) 
The Nature of Totalitarianism [729-730]

( overriding importance of the leader
( all-embracing ideology ( transform entire society
( liquidation of large numbers of “enemies of the people”

( demands unconditional loyalty & enthusiastic support
( deliberately politicizes all areas of life (literature, history, philosophy, science, art)
How were Nazism & Communism different in theory, yet very similar in practice?
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Communist Russia [731-740]
( Reds versus Whites [Russian Civil War (1918-1922)]
( murder of tsar & his family, Trotsky’s role, & the Comintern?
( total casualties in the civil war?
( War Communism & the New Economic Policy [NEP]
( what was “war communism”? peasants’ response?

( rebellion at Kronstadt & Petrograd?

( what was the NEP? impact on the economy?

( One-Party Dictatorship [Vladimir Lenin (1870-1924)]
( how did Lenin rule?  Politburo & Cheka [“Red Terror”]?

( what groups were attacked & why?

( what reforms were pushed for & why?
( re-education for masses, socialist competition, new “consciousness,” Third International, creation of USSR?
( The Stalin Revolution [Joseph Stalin (1879-1953)]
( how did Stalin come to power & how did he rule?
( Stalin’s speech, 1931 [QUOTE]
( Industrialization: Five-Year Plans? (begun 1928)

( Collectivization: justification for “factory farming,” kulaks, peasant resistance, famine in the Ukraine (1932-1933)?

( Total Control: what areas were affected by communist ideology?  Socialist realism? Cult of Stalin, 1935 [QUOTE] 

Uses of terror: show trials, party purges, forced labor camps (Gulag)? White Sea-Baltic Canal? How many estimated in the Gulag? (1929-1953)

In what specific ways does Stalinist rule of the USSR fit the definition of totalitarianism?
