READING GUIDE
Assignment in Utopia (1937) by Eugene Lyons
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Eugene Lyons (1898-1985) was an American journalist who spent six years from 1928 to 1934 in the Soviet Union.  Although initially a socialist with strong communist sympathies, Lyons’ years in the USSR turned him into a fierce critic for the remainder of his life. In Assignment in Utopia, Lyons gives an autobiographical account of his years in the Soviet Union during the first 5-Year Plan.  Among other things, Lyons was the first Western journalist to interview Josef Stalin after he had risen to power and among the earliest to expose Walter Duranty’s misreporting/ignoring of the famine in Ukraine in the early 1930s for the New York Times.   

Did the First Five Year Plan Succeed? [552-560]
1) What is Lyons’ answer to the question about the “success” of the first 5-Year Plan?  Elaborate with details.
2) How did Stalin explain the failures & hardships despite claims of towering achievements of socialism?  Elaborate.

The Press Corps Conceals a Famine [572-580]
1) According to the author, why did the press corps fail to report truthfully about the famine of 1932-1933?
2) How did fellow journalists, including Lyons himself, treat Gareth Jones for telling the truth about the famine?  Why did they do this [you may need to speculate here]?
3) How did Soviet officials attempt to hide the famine from the outside world?  In what ways did they react differently once the famine had ended?  Elaborate.

Adventure in Idealism [637-648] 
1) Explain Lyons’ words: “The only certainty is that the Kremlin stands neck-deep in blood.”  Whose blood is he referring to and why did they die?  Discuss the historical context.
2) Explain: “The glorification of Stalin must be seen to be believed.”  What type of glorification is the author talking about?  Elaborate.
3) Explain the chapter title: “Adventure in Idealism.”  What are the ideals being referred to by the author? How are these ideals being attacked by Stalin’s regime & why?  Explain.
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