Studying for the Exam

1) How to study? ( see the syllabus, note-taking handouts, website readings, or talk to me

2) What to study? ( see below for textbook readings [remember the website study guides & in-class handouts too]

Think about the broad themes of each chapter & section.  How does the material presented illustrate these broad themes?   Re-read the introductions to each chapter and the conclusions.  Examine the beginning of each major section as well.  Most importantly, think about how the material is connected to tell a larger story.  See how the specific facts fit into a bigger picture.  Remember that your textbook is NOT just a collection of facts, it is an INTERPRETATION of selected facts that comprise a larger historical argument.  This is the model to use for writing good essays.

Chapter 5: Experiments in Brutality, 1939-1940

1) Jewish Councils [114-127]

2) Murder of the Disabled [127-133]
Chapter 6: Expansion & Systematization: Exporting War & Terror, 1940-1941
1) War in the North and West
2) War and its Impact Inside Nazi Germany
3) Assault on the Balkans—Yugoslavia & Greece
4) German Assault on the Soviet Union
5) The Wannsee Conference—Streamlining the Killing Operations
Chapter 7: The Peak Years of Killing: 1942 & 1943
1) German Military Power at its Height: Stalingrad, North Africa, Italy
2) The Holocaust at its Peak: Killing Centers, Nature of the Concentration Camps
3) Resistance
4) A Case Study: Thaddeus Stabholz
Chapter 8: Death Throes & Killing Frenzies, 1944-1945
1) Attacks on the Nazi Regime: Soviet Advance, Allied Bombing, D-Day
2) A World in Flames
3) The Death Marches

4) Final Collapse

REMINDER: look over the "Big Picture" questions from Chapter Study Guides (on the website and shown earlier in the semester).  You will need to incorporate the readings into your essay, not just class discussions and lectures.
Here's what you need for the exam: good notes, pen, exam book.  Open notes will only help if you do not spend most of the exam looking at them.  You will need to manage time wisely and have well-organized notes.  Students who rely too heavily on notes will run out of time.  Remember: the time-constraint is part of the exercise.  If you had more time, you could write more, but you don’t.
Finally, remember that if you need help or have any questions to be sure and ask me.  I am more than willing to help any student with study skills or course content, but ultimately students must put in the effort and seek assistance.  

Exam Format
SECTION

POINTS





TIME (Approx.)
Essay 


70 points (2 BROAD questions, pick ONE)

65-70 minutes
Identifications

20 points (10-12 listed, pick TWO)


15-20 minutes
Quotations

10 points (4-5 listed, pick ONE)


8-10 minutes



100 points

Think about how you might organize an essay response beginning with one of these quotes below as a starting point.  You will see at least one of them again on Exam Two [Holocaust & Genocide].
1) [Without] war and German victories there would have been no genocide of the European Jews… Military decisions & developments in 1942 and 1943 had repercussions far beyond the military sphere.”

2) There is no single document or single decision that explains the gradual extension of a policy of extermination to cover all Jewish populations.  The Final Solution became a comprehensive genocide step-by-step, the pace quickening with every murderous stride… There were many strands that converged to produce the genocide.

3) The Nazis had now arrived at a destination no one had travelled to before—they had created killing factories where men, women and children could be disposed of in hours.  The images of gas chambers would forever shape and define Nazism.  But one should not read history backwards.  As we have seen, the journey to the gas chambers was not a simple one…. No blueprint for the Holocaust existed before 1941: the Nazi regime was too chaotic for that.
Even if you don’t know exactly what the essay will be, it would be a good idea to practice writing & outlining possible essays based on the quotations above. Also, look at the big picture questions from the study guides for War & Genocide.

