Excerpts from You and Your People (published fall 1940)

Du und dein Volk (Munich: Deutscher Volksverlag, 1940).
The German People on the Path to an Ethnic Reich
The history of a people is largely determined by its nature. The space in which it settles is also important, the soil on which it builds. The more a people is aware of its unity, the more strongly it can express and develop its ethnic traits, the more it can sovereignly determine its own path. A [image: image1.jpg]Blickliches Dolk!
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people's will determines its history.

Since the English people lived on an island, it was easier for them to build a united state. A strong will for a state brought all forces together and determined the course of English history. Since centuries of world conquest drew Europe's brave to foreign lands, each English emigrant enjoyed the protection and aid of a powerful fatherland. Wherever in the world an Englishman settled, he founded a cell of his motherland. Thus, the British Empire, founded on the subjugation of foreign peoples, is not an ethnic entity. The fact that England ignored up until now the ethnic danger (the Jewish Question!) is one of the reasons for its present decline.

The German people's path to state unity and to a people's will was thornier and longer. After the great migrations, German tribes were spread throughout Europe, separated by impenetrable forested mountains, and having no natural defenses against neighboring peoples. Leading rulers founded a strong German kingdom, but did not fully succeed in bringing all the German tribes together. For more than a thousand years, the German people and Reich were the leading nation in Europe. The German Kaiser's reach extended far beyond German territory, and Europe's important decisions were made in Germany. But the longing of the German Kaisers to reestablish the old Roman Empire with the help of German knights did great damage to German land and to the German people. To win power in Italy, the nobility gave up their most important rights. Germany lost its leading role in Europe; the individual states used their strength only for their immediate purposes, not for the good of the larger German body. The history of the First Reich was guided by state, not ethnic, principles. All Europe's movements centered on Germany, were fought out on German soil, and at Germany's cost.

Thus pure Germanic lands were separated from the Reich federation (the Netherlands, German Switzerland, Luxemburg, Liechtenstein), and were lost to the German ethnic body. Many Germans emigrated in groups and settled in foreign realms (in Siebenbürgen and Romania, on the Volga and the Black Sea, in Banat and the Baltics). They kept their ethnicity pure against a foreign environment, without the help or thanks of Germans in the homeland. Millions more Germans emigrated to all parts of the world, helping to found states (the United States of North America) and gave their German blood and German spirit for foreign states, whose ethnic body they had joined. They lacked the backbone of a strong German home state.

The Führer stated that the German people rescued three clear fruits regarding foreign and political events from the collapse of the First Reich ("Mein Kampf," p. 733).:

1. the colonization of Austria; 

2. the securing and filling of the area east of the Elbe, and 

3. the Hohenzollern organization of the Brandenburg-Prussian state as the model and crystallization point of a new Reich. 

However, this new state, built by Bismarck from Prussia had — from an ethnic perspective — a serious weakness. It divided the German national body. The Germans in the Austrian territories remained outside; under the Hapsburg throne, they were trapped in a stew of peoples. Sharp frictions between of this mixture could not be avoided. From here came the spark (Sarajevo!) that ignited world conflict.

The World War provided a unique, almost miraculous revelation of German heroic greatness that filled the entire world with astonished admiration. It also revealed the main weakness of the German people, namely that it was not united in a large ethnic state. Such a state of all Germans would have been impregnable against all the powers of the world.

The "peace" of Versailles demonstrated the destructive hatred of the enemy against the German people. Millions of Germans were removed from German authority: In Alsace-Lorraine, Eupen-Malmedy, North Schleswig, Danzig, the Memel district, Pomerania-West Prussia, Eastern Upper Silesia and Hultschin.

The Hapsburg Empire was dismantled. The core became German-Austria, whose inhabitants demanded union with the German Reich. But hatred of the Germans was trump in the world of Versailles, and such a union was prohibited, and the attempt was made to weaken the Germanic consciousness of the Austrians. After 1933, anti-German forces attempted to strengthen an anti-ethnic government in Austria. They wanted to make the country a bulwark against National Socialism, which they rightly saw as incorporating the powerful force of ethnic, Greater German thinking. Germans suffered distress, prison and death until the Führer returned the German Ostmark to the Reich.

As Adolf Hitler began his journey to Branau on 12 March 1938, surrounded by jubilation, the unnatural border fell before him who was returning home. As the Führer entered Vienna, the dream of a thousand years became reality: the German ethnic Reich was established. This event of world historical significance was won not with weapons and force; it grew from the depths of the heart through the law of blood.

Still, there were 3 1/2 million Germans trapped in the Sudetenland in "Czechoslovakia," an artificial multi-ethnic state created by the shameful Treaty of Versailles, and intended as a center of trouble and as a gathering place for a march on Germany. The leaders of this state, in the pay of the Western powers, had tried in vain for twenty years to exterminate Germandom within their borders. In October 1938, the Führer rewarded the Sudeten Germans for their blood loyalty by returning their ancient Germanic land to the Reich.

Facing the strength of the Greater German Reich, the Western powers drew back, gnashing their teeth as the Sudeten Germans returned, and left the rest of Czechoslovakia to its fate. The rump state collapsed, Slovakia declared its independence, and reasonable Czechs placed their territory and its people under German protection. Thus the Protectorate of Bohemia and Moravia began on 16 March 1939.

In the face of these successes of Greater German thinking, England more and more revealed its true face. It found one more state that relied upon England's word, and then collapsed: Poland.

Egged on by England, the blinded Poland rejected every reasonable and just resolution of the Danzig question. It rejected the Führer's moderate proposals and committed atrocities of unimaginable depravity on defenseless ethnic Germans. It sent Polish forces into German Reich territory.On 1 September 1939, the Führer ordered German troops into Poland. Eighteen days later, there was no longer a Polish state. The Germany military had won a victory unique in history. They had won back for the Reich the Germans in Danzig, Pomerania, West Prussia and Upper Silesia, as well as an area of control that extended to the Bug River. (The purely German Memel District had already been incorporated into the Reich through peaceful negotiations with Lithuania.)

The New Ordering of Europe and the World
Blinded by hatred against ethnic Greater Germany, England declared war on 2 September 1939, and France obediently followed. Russia, on the other hand, unwilling as in 1914 to shed its blood for England's position in the world, concluded an agreement with the Reich under which the two largest peoples in Europe together took on the new ordering of Eastern Europe, ruling out England's influence in an area in which it had no cause to be involved.

After the victorious campaign in Poland has had assured ethnic security in the East, the Führer — who hates senseless bloodshed between nations — made a peace proposal to the Western powers. England's rulers remained deaf. They hoped they could use their money to purchase the blood of other peoples; that is, they wanted to use economic means to force neutral nations into their service, building a ring of hunger and weapons around Germany.

This time, however, that old British recipe failed to work. Russia kept its agreement with Germany, and in Italy Mussolini scornfully rejected all similar British attempts to separate him from the Axis friendship that had proved its value over the years. That broke the attempt to starve Germany through a blockade. Since the hunger war failed, a war of raw materials and weapons was attempted. There are three points in Europe where than could be attempted: 1. Causing trouble in the Balkans and blocking the Romanian oil fields; 2. Occupying Scandinavia with its Swedish ore; 3. Marching through Belgium and Holland to break militarily into Northwest Germany.

Later historians will discuss the brilliant countermoves that Adolf Hitler took against these three dangers. They will find in them remarkable proof of his wise statesmanship and his brilliant greatness as a leader, and of the immortal heroism of German soldiers on land, at sea, and in the air. The following dates, modest as they may seem, conceal enormous events.

On 9 April 1940, German troops moved to protect Denmark and landed in Norway. They fought against the English, the French, and the Norwegians, and ended their successful campaign on 10 June by fully securing the entire eastern coast of the North Sea.

On 10 May 1940, Germans marched into Holland, Belgium and Luxemburg. In Flanders and northern France, they destroyed the French and British strike forces and had captured the entire Belgian and French English Channel coastline up to the mouth of the Somme by 5 June. On the same day, the German right flank began the decisive battle against France. The Weygand Zone was overcome, the Maginot Line broken through. On 21 June, France was finished, and the Führer ended the shame of 1918 in the forest of Compiégne. Europe's entire northwest coast, down to the Spanish border, is secure against England.

On 10 June 1940, Italy entered the war, joining in the last battles against France, and waged widespread battles with all of its military forces against British power in the Mediterranean and North Africa. The cooperation of the Axis powers succeeded in eliminating the Balkan trouble spot in a peaceful way in the middle of the war (German-Italian arbitration in Vienna on 30 August 1940). This new order eliminated the injustices done to Hungary and Bulgaria after the World War, and brought Romania into the Axis.

These events drove England diplomatically as well as militarily (Norway, Dunkirk!) out of Europe. The peaceful desire for order of forward-looking peoples had extinguished the torch of war. Now England was branded as Europe's enemy. Once again (at the Reichstag session of 19 July 1940), the Führer made an appeal to reason, but insults and threats were the official response that came from the other side. Thus it became clear that the war would not end without the destruction of England and the British Empire.

The Reich government and Italy declared a total blockade against England (17 and 20 August 1940), and on 7 September, German forces began their revenge for English bombing attacks on the German civilian population by major bombing attacks on England. England's rulers saw North America as its last resort. They surrendered parts of their world empire as bases. However, the agreement between the Reich government, Italy and Japan (27 September 1940), joined in November by Hungary, Romania and Slovakia, make it clear to the world that the end of the war would mean not only a New Order for Europe, but also a new and just reordering of the whole world.

QUESTIONS:

1) What are the main claims made in this book for 14-year old Germans?
2) Who is portrayed as Germany’s major enemy?  Why?
3) Why is this book propaganda? What impact would books like this have on children exposed to no other information?  Elaborate.
