Match each quote below with the Protestant Reformer.  Explain your choices & the context of the quote.

1) The covenant of life is not preached equally to all, and among those to whom it is preached, does not always meet with the same reception.  This diversity displays the unsearchable depth of the divine judgement, and is without doubt subordinate to God's purpose of eternal election.  But it is plainly owing to the mere pleasure of God that salvation is spontaneously offered to some, while others have no access to it, great and difficult questions immediately arise . . .

2) "This is my body" can also be taken metaphorically . . . In the words "This is my body," the word "this" means the bread, and the word "body" means the body which was put to death for us.  Therefore the word "is" cannot be taken literally, for the bread is not the body.

3) When in 1517 indulgences were sold in these regions for disgraceful profit, I was a preacher, a young Doctor of Theology   . . . I began to dissuade the people from lending an ear to the shouts of the indulgence-sellers. . . .

What I did toppled heaven and consumed earth by fire.  I am denounced to the pope, commanded to go to Rome, and the entire papacy rises up against me alone . . . The most illustrious Duke Frederick of Saxony, Prince Elector, took up my cause with the Cardinal and asked that I not be forced to go to Rome . . .

Christian Humanism 

(c. 1490-1530)

Italy ( n. Europe (e.g., Erasmus, Thomas More)

1) ad fontes (“back to the sources”) ( Scripture over medieval commentators

2) study in original languages ( Hebrew, Greek

3) impact of printing press ( Erasmus, Greek New Testament (1516)

4) textual techniques ( establish the best possible text of Scripture

5) renewal of Church ( biblical literacy

Textual Criticism
a) Latin Vulgate (English translation, Matthew 4:17)

Then Jesus began to preach and say: ‘do penance, for the kingdom of heaven has drawn near.’

b) Greek text 

‘repent’ not ‘do penance’

Personal transformation of the individual, no implied connection with the institution or sacraments of the church

a) Latin Vulgate (English translation, Luke 1:28)

And the angel went in, and said to her: ‘Hail, one that is full of grace the Lord is with you, blessed are you among women.’

b) Greek text 

‘One who has found favor’ not ‘one that is full of grace’

Key Theological Issues
1) sole scriptura (‘by Scripture alone’)

2) sole fide ('by faith alone')

3) "priesthood of all believers"

Sacraments ( How many?  What do they mean?

Luther’s 95 Theses (October 31, 1517)

        21. Therefore those preachers of indulgences are in error, who say that by the pope's indulgences a man is freed from every penalty, and saved. . . .

        37. Every true Christian, whether living or dead, has part in all the blessings of Christ and the Church; and this is granted him by God, even without letters of pardon. . . .  

        86. Again: -- "Why does not the pope, whose wealth is to-day greater than the riches of the richest, build just this one church of St. Peter with his own money, rather than with the money of poor believers?"

Letter to Archibishop of Mainz (1517)

[The] unhappy souls believe that if they have purchased letters of indulgence they are sure of their salvation; again, that so soon as they cast their contributions into the money-box, souls fly out of purgatory; furthermore, that these graces [i.e., the graces conferred in the indulgences] are so great that there is no sin too great to be absolved. . . .

Letter to Pope Leo X (1518)

I have heard evil reports about myself, most blessed Father, by which I know that certain friends have put my name in very bad odor with you and yours, saying that I have attempted to belittle the power of the keys and of the Supreme Pontiff.  Therefore I am accused of heresy, apostasy, and perfidy, and am called by six hundred other names of ignominy.  My ears shudder and my eyes are astounded.  But the one thing in which I put my confidence remains unshaken -- my clear and quiet conscience.

Luther on faith & God’s grace (1522)

[Faith] is God's work in us, that changes us and gives new birth from God. . . .  It kills the Old Adam and makes us completely different people.  It changes our hearts, our spirits, our thoughts and all our powers.  It brings the Holy Spirit with it.  Yes, it is a living, creative, active and powerful thing, this faith.  Faith cannot help doing good works constantly.  It doesn't stop to ask if good works ought to be done, but before anyone asks, it already has done them and continues to do them without ceasing.  Anyone who does not do good works in this manner is an unbeliever. . . .

    Faith is a living, bold trust in God's grace, so certain of God's favor that it would risk death a thousand times trusting in it.  Such confidence and knowledge of God's grace makes you happy, joyful and bold in your relationship to God and all creatures. . . .  it is just as impossible to separate faith and works as it is to separate heat and light from fire!

Luther on Aristotle (1520)

[This] dead heathen has conquered and obstructed and almost suppressed the books of the living God, so that when I think of this miserable business I can believe nothing else than that the evil spirit has introduced the study of Aristotle. 

Again, his book on Ethics is the worst of all books. It flatly opposes divine grace and all Christian virtues, and yet it is considered one of his best works.  Away with such books!  Keep them away from all Christians! Let no one accuse me of exaggeration, or of condemning what I do not understand!  My dear friend, I know well whereof I speak.

It grieves me to the heart that this damned, conceited, rascally heathen has with his false words deluded and made fools of so many of the best Christians. God has sent him as a plague upon us for our sins.
Excerpts: Letter from Holy Roman Emperor, Maximilian to Pope Leo X (August 5, 1518)

Most blessed Father and most revered Lord!  We have recently heard that a certain Augustinian Friar, Martin Luther by name, has published certain theses on indulgences to be discussed in the scholastic way, and that in these theses he has taught much on this subject and concerning the power of papal excommunication, part of which appears injurious and heretical. . . This has displeased us the more because, as we are informed, the said friar obstinately adheres to his doctrine, and is said to have found several defenders of his errors among the great.

And as suspicious assertions and dangerous dogmas can be judged by no one better, more rightly and more truly than by your Holiness, who alone is able and ought to silence the authors of vain questions, sophisms and wordy quarrels, than which nothing more pestilent can happen to Christianity, for these men consider only how to magnify what they have taught, so your Holiness can maintain the sincere and solid doctrine approved by the consensus of the more learned opinion of the present age and of those who formerly died piously in Christ. . .

Since, therefore, the authority of the Popes is disregarded, and doubtful, or rather erroneous opinions are alone received, it is bound to occur that those little fanciful and blind teachers should be led astray.  And it is due to them that not only are many of the more solid doctors of the Church not only neglected, but even corrupted and mutilated . . .

If the authority of your Holiness and of the most reverend fathers does not put an end to such doctrines, soon their authors will not only impose on the unlearned multitude, but will win the favor of princes, to their mutual destruction.  If we shut our eyes and leave them the field open and free, it will happen, as they chiefly desire, that the whole world will be forced to look on their follies, instead of on the best and most holy doctors. . . 

Excerpts from On Christian Liberty (1520)

by Martin Luther

Let us consider the inner man to see how righteous, free, and pious Christian, that is, a spiritual, new, and inner man, becomes what he is.  It is evident that no external thing has any influence in producing Christian righteousness or freedom, or in producing unrighteousness or servitude . . . It does not help the soul if the body is adorned with the sacred robes of priests or dwells in sacred places or is occupied with sacred duties or prays, fasts, abstains from certain kinds of food, or does any work that can be done by the body and in the body.  The righteousness and the freedom of the soul require something far different since the things which have been mentioned could be done by any wicked person.  Such works produce nothing but hypocrites. . . .

One thing, and only one thing, is necessary for Christian life, righteousness, and freedom.  That one thing is the most holy Word of God, the gospel of Christ . . .

You may ask, "What then is the Word of God       . . .?" I answer: The Apostle [Paul] explains in Romans 1.  The Word is the gospel of God concerning his Son, who was made flesh, suffered, rose from the dead, and was glorified through the Spirit who sanctifies.  To preach Christ means to feed the soul, make it righteous, set it free, and save it, provided it believes the preaching.  Faith alone is the saving and efficacious use of the Word of God, according to Rom. 10 [:9]: "If you confess with your lips that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved . . ."  Therefore it is clear that, as the soul needs only the Word of God for its life and righteousness, so it is justified by faith alone and not any works; for if it could be justified by anything else, it would not heed the Word, and consequently it would not need faith . . .

Since, therefore, this faith can rule only the inner man . . .and since faith alone justifies, it is clear that the inner man cannot be justified, freed, or saved by any outer work or action at all . . .

Excerpts from Address to the Christian Nobility of the German Nation (1520) by Martin Luther

The Three Walls of the Romanists (transl. 1947)

The Romanists, with great adroitness, have built three walls about them, behind which they have hitherto defended themselves in such wise that no one has been able to reform them and this has been the cause of terrible corruption throughout all Christendom.

First, when pressed by the temporal power, they have made decrees and said that the temporal power has no jurisdiction over them, but, on the other hand, that the spiritual is above the temporal power.  Second, when the attempt is made to reprove them out of the Scriptures, they raise the objection that the interpretation of Scriptures belongs to no one except the pope.  Third, if threatened with a council, they answer with the fable that no one can call a council but the pope.

In this wise they have slyly stolen from us our three rods, that they may go unpunished, and have ensconced themselves within the safe stronghold of these three walls, that they may practice all the knavery and wickedness which we now see.  Even when they have been compelled to hold a council they have weakened its power in advance by previously binding the princes with an oath to let them remain as they are.  Moreover, they have given the pope full authority over all the decisions of the council, so that it is all one whether there are many councils or no councils—except that they deceive us with puppet-shows and sham battles.  So terribly do they fear for their skin in a really free council! . . .

Now God help us . . . that we may blow down these walls of straw and paper . . .

Against the first wall we will direct our first attack . . . It is pure invention that pope, bishops, priests and monks are to be called the "spiritual estate"; princes, lords, artisans and farmers the "temporal estate."  That is indeed a fine bit of lying and hypocrisy . . . We are all one body, yet every member has its own work . . .

The second wall is still more flimsy and worthless.  They wish to be the only Masters of the Holy Scriptures even though in all their lives they learn nothing from them.  They assume for themselves sole authority, and with insolent juggling of words they would persuade us that the pope, whether he be a bad man or a good man, cannot err in matters of faith, and yet they cannot prove a single letter of it . . .

The Three Walls of the Romanists (transl. 1966)
The Romanists have very cleverly built three walls around themselves.  Hitherto they have protected themselves by these walls in such a way that no one has been able to reform them.  As a result, the whole of Christendom has fallen abominably.

In the first place, when pressed by the temporal power they have made decrees and declared that the temporal power had no jurisdiction over them, but that, on the contrary, the spiritual power is above the temporal power.  In the second place, when the attempt is made to reprove them with the Scriptures, they raise the objection that only the pope may interpret the Scriptures.  In the third place, if threatened with a council, their story is that no one may summon a council but the pope . . .

Let us begin by attacking the first wall . . . [There] is no true, basic difference between laymen and priests, princes and bishops, between religious and secular, except for the sake of office and work, but not for the sake of status.  They are all the spiritual estate, all are truly priests, bishops, and popes . . .

The second wall is still more loosely built and less substantial.  The Romanists want to be the only masters of Holy Scripture, although they never learn a thing from the Bible all their life long.  They assume the sole authority from themselves, and, quite unashamed, they play about with words before our very eyes, trying to persuade us that the pope cannot err in matters of faith, regardless of whether he is righteous or wicked . . .

