Practice Identifications

A) GRADE the following answers.  Use a 10-point scale.
B) JUSTIFY your grade.  What specific CHARACTERISTICS make some answers better than others?  What can be done to improve the weaker answers?

1) Augustine of Hippo became bishop in 395 and was a church father.  He had a desire for earthly pleasures and spiritual purity.  He wrote the doctrine of sin. [6]

2) Augustine started his life as a “pagan” teacher in Carthage.  He was son of the powerful Bishop of Milan then a woman, his mother Ambrose.  This led to pressure against his religious beliefs, and she eventually convinced him to convert to Christianity.  Augustine, now Christian became the Bishop of Hippo.  It was here he wrote the important “City of God”, which described his ideas on the perfect God meant to create.  It influenced the beliefs of many. [6-7]

3) Augustine of Hippo was an influential writer.  He wrote many works.  His writings are perhaps second only to the Bible in terms of importance to Christianity.  His most famous writing is his City of God.  He emphasized to Christians that they should strive for asceticism.  Asceticism is the practice of strict self-denial from the Greek word askesis.  Askesis means training. [7]

4) Augustine was a writer of theology, born to a Christian mother and polytheistic father.  He wrote the extensive book City of God within which he stated that there was no guarantee Christians would be granted passage to heaven.  He praised abstinence, and believed virgins were exalted above all others.  His belief led to more power for women who practiced abstinence including land.  It was also one of the biggest reasons that Christianity began to demand virgin priests and bishops.  Augustine had fathered an illegitimate child, and religion was his way of redeeming himself. [8-9]

5) Augustine had a strong impact on the establishment of orthodoxy and Christianity in the western civilization.  He was bishop of Hippo.  He was influencal in his writings.  He wrote of religion and philosophy.  His writing “City of God” was most influencal.  Augustine tried to tell Christians that faith had not caused the dismise of the Roman Empire. [6]

6) Augustine was born to a Christian mother and polytheist father.  He was made bishop of Hippo after he converted to Christianity by advice of Ambrose.  He was given the name of “church father” because of his views on orthodoxy, on which he wrote a book called City of God.  In his autobiography, “Confessions” he had an obvious conflict with the church and sexual desire.  He promoted abstinence except for the purpose of procreation.  His self-denial was called asceticism.  Augustine’s views were considered orthodox in the church. [8]

7) This man lived between 354 & 430 A. D.  He had one of the biggest influences on the churches out in the west.  In his later years, he had effects on Catholicism.  He was also from Africa.  He studied women in the West.  He wrote a letter to a woman’s unbaptized spouse. [5-6]

8) Augustine of Hippo was born of a Christian mother (who was responsible for his conversion to Christianity) and a polytheistic father.  Augustine is known for writing the book City of God after being bumped up to Bishop status.  In City of God Augustine stressed that being Christian didn’t mean that they’d do well in their earth bound ventures, necessarily and that Christians would do right by abiding by secular law.  Augustine also felt that not giving into sexual desires was an act of personal martyrdom, and that being a virgin should be valued. [8-9]

9) Augustine of Hippo was born to a Christian mom and polytheist dad.  He taught rhetoric at Carthage.  When he moved to Italy he met and became friends with Symachus.  He converted to Christianity, which was influenced by his mom.  He wrote City of God which refuted that being Christian would guarantee worldly success.  In 395 he was appointed Bishop of Hippo. [7]

Practice Identifications

C) GRADE the following answers.  Use a 10-point scale.
D) JUSTIFY your grade.  What specific CHARACTERISTICS make some answers better than others?  What can be done to improve the weaker answers?

1) Monasticism are Christians that believe in “single-nature” of God and Jesus.  That they believe that Jesus couldn’t actually be God.  He was a descendant of God and he is human just like the rest of us. [5]

2) Monasticism was reform in christianity.  It changed from small local groups, big whole, church.  Instead of meeting secretly, it was making worship public.  It changed everyday life for christians.  This really helped christianity move forward.  It came out of the dark, and into the world. [6]

3) Monasticism was founded by Pachimus from Egypt for single-sex settlements this gave people a reason to be excellent and to be recognized and that was what basically everybody wanted in ancient times.  They even had monastery’s for women and they placed them near the one’s for men so they can share chastity. [6]

4) Monasticism began when christians began to withdraw from society to live very simple lives.  The purpose of this was to achieve piece with God.  The Greek word for monk is monos meaning, “single, solidary.”  Men lived separate from women in monasteries.  Those that chose this way of life devoted their days to prayer, scripture, reading, and manual labor.  They ate just enough to survive.  They believed that by giving everything up they would be more righteous. [7-8]

5) Monasticism emerged as bishops began to create orthodox Christianity.  Monks believed that to completely embrace their faith they must become “living martyrs” and recreate the hard life of Christ through fasting and seclusion.  The monasteries were at odds with the bishops because they accepted all peoples, including women and “sinners,” but were united by their common goal of salvation. [8]

6) Monasticism was a chosen way of religious life, set aside from the city, that was encouraged by St. Augustine but the first example was that of Antony.  He chose to follow the Scripture verse of Matthew 19:21 . . . where Jesus tells his disciples to give away personal belongings and give (and serve) the poor.  Many men and women chose this life of sometimes solitude over a life of persecution, temptation, and poverty.  Many mothers gave their young daughters to be raised in a monastery environment to ensure them a pure and prosperous life.  The Benedictine Rule was put into practice eventually with some monasteries where the day was divided into seven parts, each accompanied by prayer and lessons . . . Much of the day was often spent not only in prayer and lessons but sharing of meals and helping others in need.  Monks were sometimes respected higher than those affiliated with the church, they held an honored position in their society. [9]

7) When Christianity reached its peak in the early 3rd c. ; many men and women found it appealing to leave their everyday lives from society and live a life devoted to Christ.  Monasticism was very distinctive in bringing in a large number of people because it allows ordinary men and women to achieve a high status in the eyes of the general population.  They could achieve this status by shunning ordinary pleasures such as family, tasty foods, and sex.  Monasticism seemed to become more valuable in the aftermath of the conversion of Constantine to Christianity. [8-9]

8) Polytheists and Jews were the first evident groups to have monks in society.  It was in the Christian religion that it became widespread because of their respect they received in society.  They lived in monasteries and their lives were thought of as divine.  The term living martyrdom was often used to describe them because it was thought of giving up your life to carry out a life that is seeking perfection and freedom from the worldly goods.  Both men and women devoted their lives to God and did many charities to help society benefit.  The first hospitals were formed from monks who gave aid to the sick and injured. [8]

9) Monasticism was a divergence of Christianity that took place around the third century in Rome.  It was based on the idea of physical deprivation which would lead to salvation in the afterlife.  The bishops opposed this choice because they believed monks didn’t recognize their authority. [6]

