Some Myths & Misconceptions about 

(College) Education

1) Education = Credit Hours/Diploma

No matter how many college credits any individual accumulates it is a mistake to believe that credit hours = education.  Obviously, someone could never set foot in a college classroom, yet be extremely well-read, informed, intelligent, and “educated.”  On the other hand, a student could rack up all “required credits”, spend lots of time sitting in classrooms, get a college degree, and still remain ignorant and “uneducated.”  Sheer amount of credits alone says VERY LITTLE when it comes to education.  

What any individual gets out of his or her education depends primarily on what he or she is WILLING TO PUT INTO IT.  Taking classes merely to “satisfy requirements” or “fill credits” not only demonstrates a misunderstanding of education itself, but is ultimately a waste of time and money.  Education is NOT the same as schooling.   

2) Education = Entertainment/Fun

Although learning can be fun it is a wrong to EQUATE education with entertainment.  Any worthwhile achievement, such as playing a musical instrument, speaking a foreign language, solving a mathematics problem, performing a chemistry experiment, writing an analytical essay, etc., requires hard work, even frustration.  Students who EXPECT (or even DEMAND) that all education must be “fun,” “entertaining,” or “exciting” are simply fooling themselves.

Ultimately a student’s expectation to be constantly entertained becomes an EXCUSE for not putting in the necessary work.  The enjoyment comes from the accomplishment of learning something, not in the necessary difficulties getting there.  Education and entertainment are NOT THE SAME.

3) Education = Boring

Students who constantly claim “boredom” usually fall into one or more of these categories:

a) They accept that EDUCATION EQUALS ENTERTAINMENT.  Hence, not being incessantly “entertained” means its opposite: “boredom.”

b) They LACK KNOWLEDGE of the subject, so they cover up ignorance by claiming “boredom”.  Can a student claim that poetry or literature is “boring” if they’ve never read any poetry or literature?  Can students really say biology or algebra “sucks” if they know ABSOLUTELY NOTHING about it?  Of course, students can and DO MAKE SUCH CLAIMS, but these claims often reflect ignorance rather than actual “boredom.”  

c) They LACK BASIC SKILLS needed to learn something: reading, writing, listening, arithmetic, etc.  In these cases, it’s easy for any student to blame external sources: “the subject’s boring” or “the teacher’s boring” or both.  Individuals who lack these basic skills need to go through hard, often frustrating work, to attain them.  Or they can continue blaming others rather than take responsibility for their own education.

In any case, “boredom” always provides AN EASY EXCUSE.  It is NOT a valid reason for not learning.

4) Education = Facts/Information

For a variety of reasons, many students equate education with FILLING THEIR BRAINS with the “necessary facts.”  The main difficulty here is that “facts” are meaningless and useless when viewed as isolated bits of information.  Nevertheless, many, many students are trained in this counterproductive way.  They have even been rewarded for it.  For them, getting an “education” means COLLECTING MORE AND MORE FACTS about different, disconnected subjects.  “Education” becomes a trivial game using “memory tricks” or brute memorization to get by.  Hence, students forcibly cram the “required facts” into their heads.  

Those who study this way are NO LONGER STUDENTS, they are more like SPONGES ABSORBING WATER.  There are at least three major problems with this “sponge model” of education:

a) Soaking the sponge often begins at the last minute [BEFORE EXAM].

b) Once the sponge is squeezed it contains little water [AFTER EXAM].

c) Repeatedly squeezing the sponge causes little change or eventually damages it.    

In order to have meaning “facts” must be related to other “facts.” Furthermore, informed judgements must be made as to which “facts” are more important or less important.  “Facts” ARE NOT ALL OF EQUAL VALUE.  Connecting “facts” together and deciding which have greater importance is a tough job requiring a lot of practice and even some educated guessing.  Only when “facts” are viewed AS A MEANS TO EDUCATION rather than an end in themselves do they acquire any usefulness or meaning.   

5) Education = Opinion

If some believe that education is merely cramming and dumping useless facts, other students have been led to believe that education is MERELY GIVING THEIR OPINIONS on various topics or issues.  The major problem with this is that “opinions,” by themselves, are meaningless when it comes to education.  Anyone can give an opinion about anything, but that does not mean that ALL OPINIONS ARE EQUAL.  Serving up personal preferences and opinions is NOT education.  

One definition of the word “opinion” gives a clue as to why this is true: “A belief or conclusion held with confidence, but not substantiated by positive knowledge or proof.”  Therefore, those who insist that education is about giving opinions are either misguided or have a different definition in mind.  After all, what good would it do to hold a belief confidently, but have no idea why or where it came from?  What if someone’s “opinion” is misguided or just plain wrong?  If education was merely opinion, then there would really be no point to learning from others who know more about a given subject.  If education was merely opinion, there would be no way to evaluate or grade any assignment.

6) Education = Customer Satisfaction/Happy Students

Many colleges and universities today operate as if they are a business and nothing more.  If college education really is just a business, then STUDENTS ARE JUST CUSTOMERS.  Furthermore, if students are happy or “satisfied”, then that means more business and more profits.  On the other hand, unhappy or “dissatisfied” customers lead to less business and less profits.  But does this make sense for education?  More importantly, do these assumptions lead to more educated people?  

Some important questions to ask about the student = customer and student success = customer satisfaction assumptions are:

a) What if the paying customers ARE SATISFIED, but NOT getting an education?

b) When it comes to education, is the customer ALWAYS RIGHT?

c) What is the EASIEST WAY to keep the most students (customers) happy?

Imagine a school where customers get HIGH PRAISE FOR LITTLE EFFORT, get mostly HIGH GRADES FOR LITTLE ACHIEVEMENT, and are awarded a diploma.  Now imagine a school where customers get CONSTRUCTIVE CRITICISM (and even told they are wrong sometimes), get the GRADES THEY DESERVE for their level of EFFORT and ACHIEVEMENT, and may or may not get a diploma depending ON THEIR SKILLS, INTELLIGENCE, PERFORMANCE, WORK ETHIC, etc.  Which school is likely to get more business, and more happy customers?  Which school is more likely to get educated students?

1) IN YOUR OWN WORDS briefly summarize the MAJOR POINTS of this reading.  DO NOT QUOTE from the reading, use only 5-6 sentences to summarize.    

2) What do you MOST DISAGREE with and why?  What do you MOST AGREE with and why?  You must give specific reasons and evidence, not just opinions.

3) This reading makes numerous claims about what education IS NOT (or SHOULD NOT BE).  What do you think education IS (or SHOULD BE)?  Be specific.

