Improving Your Writing: 

Practice from Exam One

Reading the following groupings of excerpts.  

Which excerpt is the best?  Explain why & justify your choices.  Be specific.

a) After the revolutions of 1848, the governments across Europe viewed their citizenry as a raucous mob.  The central government needed to be stronger to put down rebellions and needed to unify the population around one goal: advancement of the nation-state. . .  Realpolitickers did away with political idealism and often used violence, war and political intimidation to gain a strong, united, central government.  One of its supporters was Otto von Bismarck of Prussia.
b) Realpolitick was European’s statesmen way of rejecting idealism in Europe.  It was aimed at strengthening the state and social order.  In other words they were trying to build a strong government and using violence as a way to make it happen.

c) Realpolitickers contributed to the unification of bothe Germany and Italy between 1850 to 1870.  They had lost there faith in other old ideologies.  Many were done with just sitting back and watching things happen.  This is why many realpolitickers believed in using violence to get what they wanted.  Most thought that there was no other way but to use violence.

a) During 1870-1890 the industry changed in many ways.  I think one of the biggest ways was how women were treated.  In the beginning women weren’t allowed to work or do anything else for that matter.  Slowly they started to be able to work, even if it was just stiching suits for the military or helping women with their personal needs.  It also became a lot more open minded.  The industry tried new things.  Such as trying new ways of producing goods, new economy statigies.
b) Nineteenth century Europe was characterized by technological, commercial, & most importantly industrial innovation.  Machines made manufacturing, mining, & farming possible on an enormous scale.  English mines produced 10 million tons of iron in 1910 up from the 17,350 tons in 1740.  New products were being introduced.  In 1885, German Karl Benz made an internal combustion gas engine.  Along with the engine, bicycles, typewriters & the telephone were invented.  The leading nations now knew that they needed to mine massive quantities of coal, iron, & steel.

c) There was a burst of prosperity after the end of the Franco-Prussian War and the Paris Commune in 1871.  Paris, Berlin, Vienna and Rome experienced a frenzy of building and many workers wages increased.  This improved the material well-being of the people.  People wanted to have better things and new industry provided jobs and things were technologizing.  Advancing Industry made Europe want more land.

a) In the same sense that the people under Realpolitick power may have been scared to stand up to their government officials, they were also at ease because they had a strong central government that could protect them.  The two greatest nations with the Realpolitick is Italy, but more importantly in the future, Germany.  Otto von Bismark from Germany is the beginning of a list of names that helps strengthen Germany as a nation, and year by year the get larger and stronger.  Bismarks waits during the Crimean War until everyone is basically dead and then takes over.

b) In Bismark’s lifetime, Prussia was the leading German state in industrialization, military superiority and scientific learning.  Bismark’s goal was to unite various 300 or so German states together in an empire with the Prussian nobility as the ruling class.  This could have been easy except for the Austrian Empire.  The Austrian Empire benefited from the fragmented German states.  Austria was the only power in Central Europe, and a united German Empire would jeopardize Austrian interests.
c) In Germany, Bismarck used war to keep the disunited German states from choosing Austrian leadership and united them around Prussia.  He brought Prussia and Austria together to fight Denmark.  After Denmark was defeated, there were disputes over who would get Schleswig and Holstein.  Prussia easily defeated the outdated Austrian army . . . Mostly because of Bismarck, military superiority and German nationalism were the same thing.

Assign each excerpt a LETTER GRADE (A-, B, C-, D+, F, etc.).

After CRITIQUING each excerpt & RE-WRITE them on a separate sheet of paper. 

a) They became a lot more political in new countries that had never been with before.  They would both take over parts of Africa to better their politics.  It helped clean up the streets and make it more of a “all for one” society.  There was not anyone out to get anyone, they were a lot more equal.  They pushed down the wall of capitalism.

b) Small groups began traveling to Africa and Asia and they began staking out their claims on the land.  Who cares if tribes of innocent people already had homes there?  They (the explorers) certainly didn’t!  Oh, but they claimed they were saving those poor souls, teaching them socialist ideas and forcing their power on all these helpless people.

c) The British were now starting to see a change in the way that technology was starting to go with Germany and the United States starting to bypass with new technologies.  Germany & U.S. started to use its rich resource which helped them to process mass-produce goods.  Many ways for this was possible through their natural resources like iron, coal, gold, and oils.
d) Also machines became more common in Industry, replacing workers in many dangerous job situations.  Machines also caused more white-collar jobs as people running machines didn’t get dirty, and there were fewer blue collar jobs as those were being replaced.  Trains and the rail system were becoming more advanced and spread out.

e) Artists and poets found a way to say what they wanted to be heard and not being a part of politics.  Giuseppe Verdi spoke his feelings out about Realpolitick in his opera “La Traviata.”  Great novels were written at this time.  Crime and Punishment and Tolstoy’s “War and Peace” were a few depicting what was going at this time.

f) As more products were introduced to the consumed the more raw materials were needed.  The raw materials needed by industry were searched for around the world.  Asia and Africa were the main continents exploited by European industry.  Asians & Africans were forced to work under “new imperialism.”  Many Europeans even moved to these new established colonies.  The areas colonized were controlled with brute force.

g) Improving public health also became a high priority.  Discoveries by Frenchman Louis Pasteur made this an imminent reality.  Art also followed suit when it entered a period of “realism.”  There was no happy ever after with Dickens exploring life of the underprivileged, Verdi presenting operas that spoke of war & other hardships.

h) I think the new imperialism affected lots of European lives.  I think b/c of Europe’s greediness & power driven state of mind.  I’m sure it forced lots of people to join in & help fight & overthrow countries.  But I also think it helped give lots of people jobs.  They could lays thousands of miles of railroad track & also as the economy grew, they could hire more people to produce/manufacture goods.

i) In Italy, Camillo Cavour used his power of diplomacy to goad France into attacking Piedmont in the north & suggested—for a piece of Italy—France helps Italy to fight back against Austria.  Cavour succeeded in this endeavour & the excited Italians banded together in their desire for an independent Italy.

j) The scramble for Africa increased tension in Europe and caused a conference of European nations at Berlin.  Most of Asia and Japan as the main part was put as Western Empires.  Rapid transformation into a modern industrial nation saved Japan from the new imperialism.  Japan also supported their own traditions.  The paradoxes had goals such as fostering national might, boosting national loyalty, and the centuries-old effort to Christianize people.
k) England controlled the new colonies by military force they would not allow rebellion, as soon as western ideas came in such as the ideologies, the people picked them up, but they were not allowed to have their own governments, England needed the raw materials and suppressed the people if they tried rebellion.

