Nationalism, War and Society (1916)

By Edward Krehbiel, Ph.D.

Current philosophy of the state accepts the nation as the best and highest possible development.

“Nature has decreed that the struggle for survival shall be in groups.  The national group is the only one suited to cope with conditions.  In the war of race against race, the nation has to foresee how and where the struggle will be carried on.” Karl Pearson: National Life from the Standpoint of Science. . . .

“We must bring to the solution of every problem an intense and fervid Americanism,—that is, broadly American and national, American in heart, soul, spirit, and purpose, proud beyond measure of the glorious privilege of bearing it.”—[Theodore] Roosevelt: True Americanism: American Ideals and other Essays. . . .

The claims of the several states (nations).
1. Each regards itself, and its ideals, Kultur or civilization, as superior.  Hence foreigners came to be called barbarians.  This accounts for the perennial discussion of the respective merits of Shakespeare and Goethe, of the respective places of German, French, English and other scientists.  It also accounts for the claim current in several nations that its nationals invented the railway or telegraph or what not. . . .

2. Each nation believes it has a peculiarly important mission to perform. . . .

3. Each nation claims its citizens show a superior bravery and fighting quality. . . .

4. Each state believes that its aspirations and policies are righteous; of course if any other state holds a conflicting policy, it must be in the wrong . . .  Once national feeling gets behind the respective views, each regards itself as absolutely right and its opponent as absolutely wrong.  A nation can do no wrong. . . .

5. Each believes that its highest duty is to survive. . . .

6. In general each state is supposed to stand for something sui generis; to have a personality and qualities peculiar to it and not attainable by other peoples; and its ideals or Kultur are supposed to be incompatible with others and lead to conflict. [pp. 2-8]

1) What is the ideology of nationalism?  Describe in your own words.

2) Why can nationalism be both positive & negative?  Give specific examples.  

