Sample Essay [Exam One]:

The rise of industry and empire in Europe between 1870 and 1890 led to a huge cultural shift throughout the continent.  The rise of new industries and industrial techniques and the beginning of the grasp for the globe or “New Imperialism” led to significant changes in the lives of millions of people, Europeans and non-Europeans alike.
Starting in about 1870, the industrial appetite of the West soared.  There was a hunger for more and better goods and industrialization worked to keep pace.  Accompanying these changes was the rise of new managerial techniques and the renewed support of governments for industrial developments.

Many business owners began hiring managers and supervisors to oversee their factories.  This put more checks into place because there were more eyes to see what was happening on the floor.  It also put a buffer between the worker and the owner, who was then freed up to pursue additional ventures.  Many of these ventures came from an increasingly involved government.

After an initial boom in the industrial sector, a severe economic downturn forced governments to get involved to help stem the tide.  Entrepreneurs faced massive problems.  New capital-intensive industries left many without the funds to continue operation.  To help, governments created the limited liability corporation, a plan that protected investors from personal responsibility for corporate debt.  Stock markets were created to trade industrial stock and raise profits.  Unfortunately, these measures didn’t fix all the difficulties.

Some industries created cartels or trusts to help regulate prices and competition.  Vertical integration, the idea of acquiring all the components of an industry, proved to lower production costs and increase control of distribution.  However, in order to fully vertically integrate, the industries needed access to raw materials.  Enter the New Imperialism.

European nations had limited resources at home, so started looking elsewhere for the raw materials needed to feed their industrial appetites.  Africa and Asia in particular were very enticing for their wealth of resources.  Europeans entered into a frantic “scramble for Africa” in the 1880s.  King Leopold II of Belgium described the continent as the “magnificent cake of Africa.”  The land was full of resources—palm oil, cotton, diamonds, cocoa, rubber, silver, and more.  Unfortunately, in this mad dash the people of Africa were trampled.  Most Europeans at this time espoused the theory of Social Darwinism—the idea that some races are superior and therefore have the duty or obligation to “civilize” the inferior races.  The Europeans of course considered themselves the civilized ones and the natives degenerate.  Therefore, there was no moral dilemma in colonizing Africa however they wanted, which they proceeded to do with a vengeance.  Technological advances such as quinine and breech-loading and “repeater” rifles made conquest easier and safer for the colonizers.  The lack of concern for the native people is summed up in a quote from the governor of the British Gold Coast, “Rule the country as if there were no inhabitants.”  
The conquest of Africa led to greater access to raw materials, but it wasn’t enough for Europe.  They established ports and trade routes along the coast and through the Suez Canal so they could reach another corner of the globe—Asia.
In 1876, Victoria of Britain was declared Empress of India.  With this declaration came the end of the indigenous production of finished goods.  The British wanted only cheap raw materials, like wheat, cotton and jute.  They also wanted to make the Indians like them.  They set up a British style bureaucracy and schooled the native people in British thinking.  While Britain was focusing on India, France and Russia moved into East Asia and central Asia, respectively, to do the same thing they British were doing in India.

In 1887, France created the Union of Indochina, encompassing modern-day Cambodia, Tonkin, Annam, & Cochin China (Vietnam).  Laos was added in 1893.  The French cultivated land, leading to a rapid increase in the food supply, and also provided sanitation and public health works.  However, they also took no thought for the native people, and worked to transform cities into centers of French culture.  The Russians did the same in the Muslim states of central Asia, implementing plans of Russification to conform the native people to their ideal.

In order to gain the materials needed to continue industrial advance, the Social Darwinists of Europe adopted an imperialistic mindset—a mindset that affected millions of people, European and non-European alike.

Back home in Europe, this new age led to the rise of a new group of employees—the white-collar workers.  These were mostly women who entered the work force to take on “clean” jobs—typing, filing, etc.  These were well-educated middle class women who were forced to work to keep up with the rising costs of middle class living.  Some of these rising costs were caused by an increase appetite for consumption, an appetite fed by the rise of department stores.
These new department stores, or “marble palaces,” gathered many goods in one place and showed them off in sumptious, seductive displays.  Goods from expanding Empires were made irresistible.  While people at home were emulating the exotic cultures of the far flung empire, the peoples of those cultures were often suffering under deplorable conditions.

The people of Africa and Asia were considered by many to be degenerate, in need of civilizing.  Because they were “lower” than the Europeans, there was no need to treat them well or with any dignity or respect.  Therefore, they were often brutally mistreated or even considered expendable.  Their cultures were trampled and their traditions wiped out, in favor of the “better” traditions of the European colonists.
In the 1870s, a rise in industry led to the changing of the face of the whole world.  The New imperialism sliced the world into fragments and changed the way people all over the world lived and interacted.

Questions:

1) What are the strengths & weaknesses of this essay?  Be specific.

2) What letter grade would you give this essay?  Why?

3) Pick the essay you did not write on the exam:


a) write a brief INTRODUCTION


b) briefly OUTLINE the argument & the evidence

NOTE: It would help to time yourself & write for 65-70 minutes a practice essay based on your practice introduction & outline.  I will gladly discuss any practice essays with you outside of class.  See me with any questions.
