Course Feedback (Fall 2004)

Did this course help develop or strengthen the following skills?

[61 surveys total]

Yes

No

Not sure

Reading


43

13

5

Writing


45

11

4

Note-taking


48

7

6
Interpretation

53

5

3

Historical thinking
59

2

0


Critical analysis

50

5

6

Student Comments (Fall 2004)
History of Science

What would you KEEP about this course & why?

Books used especially E = mc2
The movies to help you understand & using notes on tests.

Everything, all the books are different and contain useful knowledge.

I would keep everything, won’t change anything.

Most of it.

The material on E = mc2, it’s direct with facts and information of people.

The first & second books were good reads.  The quizzes are helpful & keep you on the ball.

The discussions were good.  I learned a lot in this class.

Study guides, reading quizzes( helps the student keep on top of the reading.

The Charles Darwin unit

Reading quizzes( make you keep up w/ reading & you’re already partially prepared for the test.

The way that we are pretty much forced into coming to class & reading.  If we don’t come or read, then we lose a significant amount of points.

Everything.

What would you CHANGE about this course & why?

Paper due at time of final exam.  Have it done sooner so more time can be spent on final.

The amount of homework ( to less.

A little less reading, combine this other courses, around 150 pages a week.

Slightly less time on 1st book to leave a little more time for 2nd and 3rd.

The first book, because there is some symbolism and for people like me I can’t catch on.

The 3rd book wasn’t so good.  It just seems gossipy.  I would keep the final in the same format as the other two (no take-home).

The homework assignments.  Take into consideration that the assignment needs to be done in two days versus 5 days.  I felt I did more in this class than a 4 or 5 credit class I am taking now and getting the same grade.

Test format( some may not be as good as others in gathering thoughts into an essay.

Some of the interpretations of graphics or pictures didn’t seem to help so much in the long run.  Reading, note-taking, & listening in class takes care of interpretations.
The test.  I would like to see more added to it.  So, that if you do horrible on the essay you pretty much fail.

I would have liked more class time devoted to Einstein and related subjects.  I also felt things dropped off a little around

Newton before the first exam.

Nothing.

What is the MOST IMPORTANT thing you learned in this course?

Note taking and historical thinking.

That you need to put what you’re studying in the bigger picture.

The theory of relativity.

That there have been many discoveries taken as truths in their time, and that we should be careful what we take as truth.

The history of science, the schools don’t teach you what you learn in this class.

Don’t believe common word and interpretation of history.  It’s often misleading.

Darwin was most important.

The importance of staying up with the assignments.

Charles Darwin and evolution.  Before I just learned briefly about him in high school but this class went into extreme detail and I learned a lot.

Improvement of reading & note-taking skills.

The need to understand & interpret history.

Developed a previously non-existent interest in history.

I you haven’t understood why something or somebody did something, you haven’t really learned anything.  Names & dates are useless without historical context. 
Europe: Age of Revolutions
What would you KEEP about this course & why?

Almost nothing, the workload is entirely too hard.  Almost everything discussed in class is irrelevant.  The teacher needs to loosen up a lot as well.

This is one of the best courses I have ever taken when it comes to strengthening the skills above.  I would keep the course as is.  Thanks for all your help, Dr. Yost.  You’re the best teacher I’ve ever had.
I thought this class was very good in the way that it was taught.  I wouldn’t change much of anything.

I liked how we didn’t just stick to the book, we studied smaller subjects that related to the book material such as Sam Colt & Christmas.

I would keep the reading assignments with the quizzes because it forced me to do the readings every day and that gave me a better understanding of what was going on.

Most of the handouts were really helpful in understanding the context of the stuff we’ve learned about, movie clips were enjoyable.

The quizzes and note taking.  When you have quizzes all the time the students have to do the work and get an actual education out of it.  From my experience at a large university, show up if you want to “We don’t care” is what they basically say.  Rob is one of the better teachers I have ever had.  Better than any U of I teacher I have ever had that’s for sure.  He does a good job of getting the main point across and clarifies it when there is confusion.

Keep the reading quizzes it’s showing if you did the work or not.  Keep group discussions it gets others’ opinions, the other

assignments we did were good, helped us get others ideas.

The essays and writing assignments provided an opportunity to put thought into the subjects.

Everything.  It was a great experience.

The way to look at history and why we should look at history not as facts, but as all connected pieces to a broader look.

The essay testing style combined with reading quizzes

Reading quizzes, it forces the students to take notes and keep up in the reading.

The reading quizzes, they make people do the reading.

Reading quizzes.

Reading quizzes and complimentary materials to textbook.

Reading quizzes and assignments.  They keep you on track and give you an understanding.

The structure and assignments & quizzes.

Reading quizzes. Group activities. Video clips.

The reading quizzes & movie clips.

What is the MOST IMPORTANT thing you learned in this course?

That context & interpretation are so very important in education & history.

Keep up on your assignments and enjoy what you’re learning about history.

That if you fall behind, you’re in deep s**t

Some people consider history a serious subject.

The way to interpret pieces of information to a much larger picture.

What I learned about this course is you should not judge people based on what you know today.  You have to think as if you were in their shoes.

History is not just a collection of facts, it is about interpretation.  In order to understand it a person must know the context.

That if I have you as a teacher again to keep up with my notes & to think critically about any or all history references.

Note taking & interpretation skills.

Placing history into context and critically analyzing it and its impact.

That history is merely an interpretation of different sources & facts.  Everybody sees history differently.  I always thought history was the same to everybody.

How to put information into context and critically analyze information.

Context: understanding the why and how things happen.

That regurgitating facts is for suckers!  Put them in context.

How important it can be to understand history and what actually happened.  Without that you can’t very well understand much of the world around you.
Understanding the past helps interpret and explain the present and maybe make predictions for the future.

I learned the importance of context and how that is the basis for understanding everything in history.

How much you put in is a direct reflection of your grade.

How to look at events in historical context.

The history of Europe and how it influenced world history & how societies evolved from earlier history to 18th & 19th century.  How these changes effected everyone especially all the countries of Europe as well as the U. S.

Note taking and interpreting sources.

That history isn’t just about facts that you memorize from your textbook.

What would you CHANGE about this course & why?

Too much work for a history course.  Should be multiple choice not essay and the grading is too critical for a history course.  I have other classes that are actually relevant to my major, and too much time was required for a class which has little to no relevance.

I enjoyed this class I have nothing to change.

Can’t really think of anything.

Nothing.

Nothing really.

Shorter reading assignments.

Have reading assignments but less pages each time, maybe break up a little more.

The difficulty of the test if you don’t do well in the essay you are in big trouble on the test.

The work load tended to be quite heavy & while trying to stay caught up with this class I fell behind in my other classes.

I think some tests should be multiple choice.  Also huge amounts of homework do not need to be assigned every night.

Not so much the course, but the way I handled it this semester.  I slacked off and screwed myself.  Lesson learned.

Less notes, but I doubt you would do that.

Too many handouts.  This one class consumed the majority of my studying.

Maybe less heavy reading in the beginning, although it was obviously beneficial.
I have taken a course with similar essay tests, but in that class tests were taken in the testing center and 2 hours were given to finish the test.  That’s really my only complaint, not enough time to finish the essay exams satisfactorily.

Less material on the test, I had a problem with managing time during examinations.

Fewer notes and more writing assignments.

Less writing assignments (quizzes and homework) would be a nice change.

I would change the length of some of the assignments given because some of them were extremely time consuming and hard to finish.

Ancient Mediterranean World

What would you KEEP about this course & why?
Open note essay tests, reading quizzes.  The structure of the course, though trying, is highly effective at knowledge retention.
I liked everything about it.  I have taken history classes in the past & was extremely bored.  This class kept my attention by not only lecturing, and using other sources & handouts, videos, etc.

The readings are good, and taking all the notes we do is good to help understand what’s going on in the class.  Open notes also help.
I would keep IDs & reading quizzes because it not only helps the student to analyze, but it is also a good way to take attendance.

Note taking ( can really apply it to any class.  Quizzes over readings ( encourages people to actually read the assignment.

In-class discussion.  It helps to talk about what you read, so that you can actually interpret it.

Lectures, great discussions, interesting.

Class discussions.

I like that notes are done out-of-class so you can watch the videos for interpretation and have discussion in class.  You definitely couldn’t do every class this way though.

The reading quizzes, they are helpful in making sure I have taken notes that are thorough enough, and they are a good incentive to make sure I don’t put off the reading assignment.

I would keep just about everything.  The reading quizzes, help, & so do the practice IDs.

I like how you pull from all different sources.  It gives me a more three-dimensional view of the subject, keeps it interesting and makes me think.  I never can guess what or how you are going to teach even though I keep up with the readings.  I like that.

The documentaries are great extras, & we never watch them too long (enough to bore someone).
I would keep the text books and the handouts.  All of them help the flow of the course.

The text readings and the class notes & discussions.  I learned a great deal of information and my skills on how to use this info in the forms of answering questions or seeing the bigger picture.

The learning method, it kept me on my feet and I learned much better, to the point where I could recite knowledge easier due to thinking out of the box.

Open notes on exams.

I’d probably keep everything the same.  I thought it worked fine.

The reading quizzes, practice IDs and quotes.  I would keep these because it provides motivation to read, also it shows the student if they understand parts of the reading or not.

Reading quizzes, encourages students to read material.

What is the MOST IMPORTANT thing you learned in this course?

Ancient warfare and politics—as it will help me write fantasy novels.

The development of Christianity, how the U. S. government reflects the Roman Republic (how the Republic developed over time).  I was never particularly interested in Western history, but the class really got me interested.  I got inspired to watch historical films and understood things I would have never thought of.

I learned how important the Greeks and Romans are to Western society today.

Note taking skills.  The Greeks & Romans & how they lived and survived.

To interpret what you’ve read with the historical significance and frame of thinking in mind.

How to interpret history in context.

How to analyze history and properly study it.

I learned about interpretation, note taking, and essay exam writing.  This was a great class.  I learned more about writing than in my comp. class.

Do not procrastinate on reading & notes!  It kicks you in the butt!  Also, history is interpretation, not just facts.  You can’t understand history unless you get open-ended questions where you’re not just regurgitating facts and circling one answer.

That history most often cannot be taken literally, but must be interpreted.

Basically my study habits.  I knew for this class I had to take the time to sit down, not only to read, but comprehend & take notes over the text.
If we take our brains off auto-pilot we can see our history everywhere.  By looking at history maybe we can understand why we do things or think the things we do today.

Although I’ve learned a lot about this period in history, the most important thing I’ve learned in this course is better study skills.

I learned how to see and identify how certain events in history lead to others that cause a “big” change.

History matters and is easier to understand if you know the context.

That history is not just facts.

How to improve my note taking.  I also learned how to write concise IDs in short periods of time.

What would you CHANGE about this course & why?

The instructer is abrasive, sometimes rude, and intimidating.  One can earn respect without squeezing it out through fear and reprimind, Marine style.

Throw out website assignments!  They stink!  Don’t make it a given that someone will always have access to a computer.  Also those essay tests kill my hand!  I think I’m getting carpal tunnel from it.  Make tests short answer . . .

Need more time for the tests!!!  I need more time to develop my ideas and write a well-developed & organized essay.

Maybe some multiple choice ?’s on test along with essays.  Although essays are the best way to tell if someone has knowledge.

More teaching from the book.  Teach what we read, not just by reading quizes.

I really don’t think I’d change anything because the class structure seems to work.

I would change the amount of essay questions given in the 55 minutes for tests, because I can’t write fast enough to finish!

I don’t know what I would change.  I hated the reading but now that I look at it, it was very beneficial & I learned so much in this class compared to many others.

Nothing, I really enjoyed this class…
More time for the test, because I had trouble formulating my answers.

Not as many quizzes.

If anything I might change the test so that we’re not feeling rushed.

Try and talk a little more about the reading assignments during the following class periods.  Gives a chance to hit key points, and possibly answer any questions.

