Course Feedback (Fall 2005)

[Surveys: 68]
Did this course help develop or strengthen the following skills?





Yes

No

Not sure

Reading


57

6

5
Writing


54

6

8
Note-taking


64

3

1
Time management
45

11

12


Interpretation

55

7

6
Historical thinking
62

1

5


Critical analysis

56

3

9

Student Comments (Fall 2005)

Ancient Mediterranean World
What would you KEEP about this course & why?

The work ethic it caused me to develop to do well in this class.  I’d keep it because it is an important skill of not only college classes, but would also be an important life skill to keep.

Everything( as a future teacher, this class challenged me and made me a better student.

Everything. It is set up quite well.

I learned a lot and answered many questions I had about this time period.  Everything worked well.

All of it, I think the class went well and was taught well, and the material was very good.

The emphasis on notes it’s something that is not stressed enough in other classes that I’m glad I took this class.  Open notes, essay-based questions.

Most everything.  It helps students.

Good study habits and the desire to investigate past events.

The reading quizzes are very helpful.  Open notes are also helpful.  Movie clips are good as a kind of tension breaker, which caused me to relax more and think more clearly when we then went into a quiz.

The quizzes because they encourage good note-taking and time management to get the notes taken on time.

I would keep the reading quizzes and the worksheets.  It allows you to work hard and get your grade back up if you do badly.  I would also keep the open notes.  It helps you with the exams and the reading quizzes.

The frequent reading quizzes because they make sure we do the reading and helps keep materials fresh in our minds.

Daily reading quizzes, they gave me a reason to keep up with the reading and take detailed notes.

I would keep the reading quizzes because they encourage note-taking and with good note-taking comes better retention of material.  I would also continue to assign papers because when I was writing them I thought more critically about links between events and the influence historical figures had on society.

The reading quizzes and open notes.  I’m not the best on essay tests, so without them, I wouldn’t have done as well as I did.

Open notes on quizzes and tests because if you can’t remember a small detail on a test you can look it up really quickly.  Bonus questions because they give your grade a little boost if you did badly on another assignment.

The reading quizzes make you read the chapters and help you remember the material.

The quizzes.  If you can keep on top of the reading the quizzes are easy points.

Keep the reading quizzes because they can help students get notes down for tests, especially the essay.

Reading quizzes—they force the student to manage time and develop good note-taking skills.

The note-taking set out in page numbers and on the board under homework.  Kept me on task with the class and what to expect the next day.

I would keep the movies because I really enjoy seeing an acted-out account of historical events.  It makes me understand them more.  I also enjoy the open notes.

Looking at different interpretations, based on what evidence is used.  Discussing propaganda in films.

I would keep the text, it gave me an intro to many areas.  I would also keep the quizzes as people know to read.

The essay tests, because the tests make you think a lot more about what you’re writing and putting your mind in a better place to retain knowledge.

The use of essay exams.  Essay exams are good for this class because there is a need to elaborate on answers in this class due to the subject matter.

What is the MOST IMPORTANT thing you learned in this course?

I learned a lot of history that I didn’t know/hadn’t heard before.  But really, I think time management, organization, and work ethic is what I will be taking from this class.

To stop being lazy and actually do the reading and take notes.

Note taking & reading.  I had to get into the habit of always doing the readings.

I’ve learned how important note taking is, and the difference of history and facts.  How to interpret different aspects of history.
I learned to think more critically about what I read and not to be afraid to question its validity.

I learned that history affects us all.  If we are to learn anything about tomorrow we need to learn about yesterday.  I also learned that many classes wasted my time by giving me an A and not teaching me anything.  
History is not just a matter of fact or opinion.

History isn’t just opinion.

You have to take notes to pass your classes.

How to take efficient notes!

Note taking & reading comprehensively.

That history, or learning history, is not pointless.  History helps me understand the world today.

To think more about the big picture and connecting all my points to make one thought.

I went to a Christian college before I came here and learned a lot about the Romans and where Christianity came from.  This class gave me a different point of view of the subject.  It stretched my faith and I enjoy being challenged.

My roots . . .I was especially ignorant about Greek/Roman culture.  Now I have a better understanding of how it helped shape the world I live in.

Time management.

Note taking.

Note taking & time managed study (for exams, etc.)

Time management during tests.

History is important to helping shape the present.  God bless you, Mr. Yost.

How our civilization is incredibly similar to ancient civilizations.

Caligula means baby boots.

I learned much history that I feel is important for everyone to know.  Most honorable educated people know ancient history, so it is nice to converse with them on this topic and be able to sound educated at the same time.

How to take notes well!!

The broad scope of events that influence each other through the centuries.

What would you CHANGE about this course & why?

I think the class needs to focus on gathering the overall picture more in order to better prepare for essay exams.

Study guides with a little more specific information instead of just what sections it’s over.

Start off with some humor as you had through the class—you start off as no jokes, no smiles, add some so you do not scare them.  Learn how to draw this( (
An overall review before the tests—especially the final.

Try to keep in class discussions up with the readings.
Nothing, although I wouldn’t want to take two of your classes in the same semester. (
Nothing.

Nothing really.

Nothing I thought this class was great.  The homework was a little overwhelming at times, but bearable.

My grade but that would probably be my fault.

I really don’t think that much should be changed, except to let people signing up for this class know they will really be expected to have to put in time and effort to do well.  I have seen some really funny things written by lazy students who didn’t realize how it would be and weren’t willing to adapt to it.

One reading quiz a week.

I would not have as many quizzes.  I understand the reasonings for them, but it is quite stressful where there is so much info to already learn and you have to keep up . . .

Don’t allow the class so early in the morning.

The time the class was held was too early!

All the writing assignments!  They kinda [sic] conflicted w/ my other classes.

I would change the exam.  There is too much to do at once.

Not so much homework!  People have lives and other classes besides this one, it’s hard to get all the homework done.

The over imphisis [sic] on movies shadowing the present as well as the past. 

I would change the reading quizzes length of quizzing.  I felt like by the time I read the question we were already moving on to the next one and it would make me nervous and unable to concentrate.

I would change how many quizzes you give although they are helpful, they are stressful.  I would also request practice exam questions for the chapter.  Let this be their choice to do, but it is there for them to practice.

Be able to make up one missed reading quiz.

IDs and quotations in exams.  I would add a more regular amount of papers during the week.

With reading quizzes, keep the quizzes updated not a quiz from two readings ago.  But a quiz on the last reading.

Essay only exams.  They essay exams are a good idea if time was not such an issue.  They are to overwhelming.

Maybe have more questions over the source readings so you remember the information better.

The quote section of the exam.  I found it hard to recall what someone said in a test situation that is so intense.  I understand why they are there and important though.

I wouldn’t change much at all, except to perhaps give a little more time for daily writing assignments with my class and work schedual many times I felt I could have produced a more complete job if the writing assignments were given on Friday so students had the weekend to complete them.
Europe: Age of Revolutions
What would you KEEP about this course & why?

The articulation about looking at the big picture and placing things into historical context.  By not placing things in context we get a modern skewed view on history.

I would keep the demands you place on students.  It helps keep students focused and involved.

Mr. Yost cares about the material and is straightforward and honest w/ students.

I think the reading quizzes are good.  It makes the kids keep up on their reading. With having open note tests it makes the kids want to take notes which helps us in other classes.

I would keep the reading quizzes because they helped me by making sure I understood the material.

As much work as it was, taking notes for your quizzes was a great help.  This skill is one which I haven’t used much before, but I have developed it over the last semester and am very confident in this area.

The material learned was interesting, before this class I was not very interested in history.  I have now realized how important history is.

Reading quizzes & open note.  Encourages reading and good note-taking.

Practice quotation and interpretation.

I learned a lot about European history from 1600-1800, keep the same criteria and teaching techniques.

The reading assignments, there is probably a strong relationship between successful reading and good grades.

In this course I would keep the reading quizzes because they are motivational for students to actually read and understand their assignments.

Everything—this course was tough but worth it.

My personal favorite part was looking at seemingly minor parts of history (such as dueling) & looking at how they fit into the bigger picture (Enlightenment).

Taking facts and figures and fitting them into the big picture.

Bonus points and essay tests.  Helps grades and makes me remember what I learned.

I would keep the paper assignments and the format of the test.  The test is good because it isn’t simply regurgitation of facts.

The structure of the quizzes.

Allowing to use notes on quizzes and tests.

Open note tests/quizzes ( helped me want to take notes & want to stay in tune with what’s going on.

I would keep the reading quizzes because it makes it necessary for students to read the material.

I like the reading quizzes and the in-class practice IDs and quotes.

Everything.  I keep taking it.

Practice IDs and the writing activities we do in class.  It helps with essays on exams.  I would also keep the reading quizzes because it shows that you’re keeping up on the reading and content.

The test with open notes help because sometimes you know things on test day, but forget some details so open notes help.

Open notes helps keep things in order.  Reading quizzes & in class writings.

Almost everything, it’s that useful!

The reading quizzes, because they motivate you to get the reading done with notes.  Smaller reading assignments given more often compared to my other history class.  Information given on Powerpoints w/ video clips.

What is the MOST IMPORTANT thing you learned in this course?

The importance of understanding what you are reading and note-taking.

History doesn’t have to be boring or dry and reading is important.  Also to understand one thing you must know why & where it came from.

Just because something is commonly taught does not mean that it is entirely true.
The most important thing is probably how time has corrupted history.  An example is how scientists of the past are portrayed as atheists when they were mostly devout, Catholics or Protestants. Surprisingly, I am impressed with the way this class was taught.  It is a very difficult class, but in the end most of the information is retained by me.

I love science and the sections on Newton, Aristotle, Copernicus etc. really helped me understand modern science and religious connections.  I really enjoyed learning that part and have applied it to my other classes already.

How to view history objectively and critically.  And not take everything about, or based on history literally (movies, TV shows, etc.)

If I don’t do my assignments, I get a lower grade.  I learned how to get the “big picture” to help me study for the exams.

How to take effective notes.

Note taking.

How to really study and how to take better notes.

Keep on course, and don’t fall behind on reading and note taking.

To keep up with attendance, notes, and studying because it is far too easy to fall behind if you slip in the slightest.

How to think on your feet, how to take notes.

The importance of education being in what one take away from experience & not in some artificially symbolic “letter” as grade.  This was my most challenging class & (this is no coincidence) my personal favorite.  I enjoyed the experience & have left a much more educated person b/c of teaching style.  Thank you.

I learned the most about the French Revolution because I didn’t know much about it at all prior to this course.
I learned many things about the French Rev. and the connection to common day.  I learned a lot in this class.

How to take better notes and apply them to the historical context of history.

I learned how all the revolutions are connected in one way or another.

That if you don’t learn about the history of other cultures and people, you lose many aspects of world history and what is going on in today’s world.

How to connect smaller events with the bigger picture.

I learned how to use my time wisely when it comes to studying for tests.

How Europe has really shaped the world.

Study study study

Critical thinking and historical analysis

I don’t know where to start, but seeing the bigger picture is something.  I didn’t do this before and knowing the bigger picture makes it really interesting.

How to take notes.  That is the most important thing because it will help me in all of the rest of my classes.

What would you CHANGE about this course & why?

Nothing.

Nothing.

I don’t think there is any thing in this course that is bad or needs changed.

I liked the class but I think you need more class discussion.  But I know it’s hard when we don’t talk.

I would make the essay questions more specific so that you can focus more.  Help more with what are the big picture questions.
More outside sources.  Learn more from other points of view.

All the reading/reading quizzes.  It is hard to keep up with the readings when you have 3 other classes your [sic] taking.  Perhaps the reading material could be lectured in class more.

The book, I think there is far too much secondary/unnessary information, as in information about people’s daily life, this info seems inconsequencial.
Not put so much emphasis on the essay exams because I always get nervous and don’t do very well, but I do well on reading quizzes.
More little writing assignments to help grades.

The readings, too many, too much details to write down.

I would change the essay tests’ grading.  I know that these tests improve understanding more but the grading is more difficult than others.

I wouldn’t change anything about the course.

I am not a movie learner so no movie quizzes.

Not sure, this class has been challenging but fun.

The reading quizzes had some questions that were too specific.

Add multiple choice type quizzes.  It doesn’t necessarily have to be in an exam but could take place for a reading quiz.

I would change assignments or tests so that they would be able to include the extra material like Gangs of New York, Colt’s Revolver.  Maybe I had difficulty trying to fit it in to Industrialization.
Essay tests—have them consist of ONE detailed essay, not quotations and IDs in addition to an essay.

In this course I would change the fact that the readings do not correspond to what is addressed in class.  This often times became confusing when it came to quizzing between the two separate subjects during the same class period.

I would give more time for the Ind. Rev. and less time on the 1st unit.  The 1st unit was so long that the material was hard to bring together.  The industrial revolution was the opposite, little information to bring to together.

I am not a very good essay test taker so the tests were difficult for me.

The test are too intense for people that aren’t attempting to reach a doctorate in History!!

More time per class period, there is not enough time to cover most of the historical information, only a small part of it.

Reading quizzes every other day.
History of Science

What would you KEEP about this course & why?

I am going to keep my note-taking skills for the rest of my life.  I would keep the reading quizzes.  Without the threat of the quizzes I wouldn’t have don all the readings that I did.

Everything learned.  Knowledge is power, without the accumulation of knowledge one is lost and therefore powerless.

I would keep everything the same because it works.

The content is very relevant and interesting so I would keep that.

Definitely keep the reading quizzes.  As much as I dreaded them, they help out a lot.  They are easy and if you take good notes you should do awesome on them.  Then if you accumulate enough extra credit points, it eases the stress at the end of the course near finals.

I would keep every thing about this course except the first book.

Having to take notes over reading because they come in handy for tests and quizzes as well as helping people memorize and comprehend everything.
Reading quizzes and bonus points.

The reading quizzes because it keeps me up on the reading.  I always make sure to do it.  The documentaries also help with putting things into the big picture.

The bonus points available on the quizzes.

What is the MOST IMPORTANT thing you learned in this course?

How to take good notes
To keep up with reading and take good notes.

That when learning about history it is important to put things in perspective at that time.  Don’t put presentism into history.  The ideas of the past may not make sense now but it did at one time.

The broad overview of where science started.  I really didn’t know much before.

Note-taking skills, especially taking notes while reading.  Thank you for challenging me this semester, and for all your help.

Where and who came up with the law and theories used in mathematics and science.

You need to put in the time to get the good results.

Learned how to analyze specific information in order to see the “big picture”

Probably note-taking.  As I went through the course I learned what I should and shouldn’t take notes on.

How they came up with the sun-centered universe.

What would you CHANGE about this course & why?

Nothing.  The information is presented clearly and properly, it’s simply up to the student to do the work and attend class.

I wouldn’t change anything.

The last third of the semester was very rushed so it may be better to trim down information being taught or spend less time on certain subjects.

I would take the quotes out just because I hate doing them.  That is the part I always do bad on.

The identification on the tests.

I would shorten the time period on Thursdays because sometimes it gets too long and then I have a hard time concentrating.

Write more practice ids and quotes before test.

We had a lot of writing assignments, but I think they helped overall

Too many handouts to keep.

