Course Feedback (Fall 2006)

[Surveys: 56]
Did this course help develop or strengthen the following skills?





Yes

No

Not sure

Reading


44

6

6
Writing


42

6

8
Note-taking


53

2

1
Time management
41

10

5


Interpretation

46

1

9
Historical thinking
52

1

2


Critical analysis

46

2

8

Student Comments (Fall 2006)

Ancient Mediterranean World
What would you KEEP about this course & why?

The reading quizzes made sure that you did the readings, and were easy points if you did them.

The reading quizzes are a good source of points & make you keep up w/ reading.

The reading quizzes—ensures people keep up w/ reading which will help comprehension & essay grades in the long term.  Documentaries—gives a more comprehensive look at certain events/periods/people, glues all the facts into a real picture of who/what.

The reading quizzes, even though sometimes they pissed me off because I’d do the reading and take notes and then not do well on the reading quizzes, they give students a chance to catch up a bit with the reading quiz’s chance for extra points.

I’d keep all the reading quizzes because they really do help, and they made sure you read the text assigned.

The quizzes were a good thing because they usually motivated my reading.

I would not change the amount of writing assignments we are given.  I feel that these assignments help us develop our writing skills and critical thinking skills.

Time-management skills; they’re easily transferable elsewhere.

Videos: they were another way of teaching the same material, yet sometimes show more points of view.

I would keep most of it the same.  It was challenging enough to keep my interest.

The textbook was easy to read.  It explained events & ideas in a non-confusing way.

Essay writing: it’s good exercise to interpret what we have learned and be able to express it in writing.

The reading I feel was necessary to survive the course.  It actually imprinted the knowledge in my head instead of going in one ear and out the other.

The layout and the in-depth coverage.

It helped me learn a lot of interesting things that happened back in the old days.

All the sources we used to help us understand history and how it helps us understand what’s going on today.

I don’t think I would change a whole lot.  It was a good learning experience.
The general information that I have learned, but specifically the things I have learned that influence us today. (i.e., coinage, sculptures of Greco-Roman influence).

This was overall a very good course.  The presentation was clear, the assignments were relevant to the direction of the course, and the course was challenging enough.

Most of the material was really interesting to learn about, so the curriculum is something I would keep the same.
I like Dr. Yost’s style of teaching.  In most of my past history classes I didn’t really learn anything at all.  I managed to BS my way into a good grade.  In this course you really have to earn your grades & it’s obvious that Dr. Yost is passionate about history instead of a high school teacher who teaches the class so he can coach football.

What is the MOST IMPORTANT thing you learned in this course?

I would have to say my reading and note taking skills.  Before this class I was never really REQUIRED to take notes.  This class definitely has prepared me to do what is necessary.

That history is a constantly evolving, almost living, thing.

To take notes from the text, I rarely did that before.

The most important thing I learned is probably time management and note taking.  These are two important things that make a huge difference in this course if I would have grasped these things sooner I would have done a lot better in this class. (
Processing & deciphering & analyzing information looking at the “Big Picture” themes throughout history.

I learned how to take separate facts and combine them together to explain the bigger picture in a logical argument.

The most important thing I have learned from this class was time management.  I learned was time management.  I learned I must put effort into this class, which is hard with a full-time job.

Information should not be memorized (taken in a regurgitated) but learned to recall when required.

Having a really good memory won’t necessarily get you anywhere.

That everything in society can somehow be linked to the past views and that we need to understand history to understand the present.

The context of historical facts can change the interpretation and therefore change the effect that history has on our lives.

Work ethic and study skills.

It doesn’t have to do with time management or writing, but the fact that if I apply myself in even difficult classes I can do it.

That even in a community college setting (as opposed to a university), empty language will get you nowhere vs. a good grasp on how the facts fit together combined w/a concise writing style.
That I need to get better as a student, especially if I’m going to a university I need to get better.  As far as history, probably to look at things from a broader standpoint and to take in other factors before truly understanding something.

STAY ON TOP OF ASSIGNMENTS!!

About ancient Roman culture and the foundation of our modern republic.

How to get the point across without using too much information.

It only enforced my preparedness for class.

How to study ancient history and I know what is important info and what isn’t.

What would you CHANGE about this course & why?

None (other than things about myself) (I wish I could have put more time into my studies in this class)

Well-presented course would not change anything.

I don’t really have any complaints here.  Any failure to perform well in this class was certainly my fault.

Things went fairly well, so there is nothing in particular.

I would add something to keep interest such as an activity about half-way through to make it so it wasn’t so monotonous all the time.

More group work and talking about interpretation of the class as a whole.

More multiple choice quizzes so you can score higher.

The handouts.  It seemed as though there were a lot of handouts with info that I don’t remember.  I feel the stronger way to maintain the information was reading the book.

More papers worth more points.

I would go over what would be on the exam in more detail.

I don’t think I would give so much homework EVERY night.  I see why it’s necessary but at least one night off would be okay.

Maybe less busy work, this class takes up more of my time than any other one I’m in.

Amount of reading/night. With the note-taking.  It requires (required me) 3 hours.

A sheet for “what to study on the exams” for each chapter.  There is too much information to try and cover it all for the exams.  Just a little more idea of what is going to be asked on the exams.

Having so many outside writing assignments.  I was spending most of my time this semester writing & reading for this class that I’ve let my grades in other classes suffer.

I know they provide a different perspective towards the same subject & go a little more in depth but all the packets that we received would bog me down at times.  On the days when we would get a reading assignment, source book reading, and a packet with a 1 page paper to write I found it was hard to get all the homework done.

More in-class practice essays of the same length of essays on test.  Organizing a study group that meets regularly out of class—w/ your input/presence available—to allow for more discussion ( developing ideas & concepts more fully enhances critical analysis not so much hammering on why history is important—message gets across w/ one or two writing assignments—we’re not that dense, regardless of what you may perceive as limited effort.

I think there are too many writing assignments.  Some were helpful, but some were unnecessary.

Perhaps studying more about societies and culture other than mostly the Greeks and Romans, like the Hebrews?

When given an assignment to take notes from the reading there was no direction to understanding what (for the course) was the most important—so there was always tons of notes that took me a lot of time.

Europe: Age of Revolutions
What would you KEEP about this course & why?

I would keep everything.  This was one of my favorite classes.

Keep everything.  It’s all important to an extent, I would keep everything.

Consistency.  The essays although hard for poor writers are passable if wanted.

Reading quizzes require students to keep up with reading on a daily basis.  Essay exams require in-depth understanding of concepts and ideas covered in the course material.

The reading quizzes, they were a good way to check that the work was being done & easy points to help out your grade if you didn’t do too well on the writing exams.
All the little writing assignments like the Modest Proposal and Frankenstein because I like that type of reading.

I liked how there was a lot of opportunity to gain points.  It helped my grade & forced me to read the material & come to class everyday.

I liked the reading quizzes b/c it forced me not to slack off and forced me to keep up with the readings.

The reading quizzes were nice to keep you up and was a good opportunity to help boost your grade.

The contextual analysis is very key.  I think a lot of students don’t draw conclusions in big picture thinking.  Also note-taking from reading helps students prepare more extensively if they will be transferring.

The writing assignments/notetaking from the book, while time consuming, is needed.

The reading quizzes.  They helped to improve my reading and notetaking skills.

I would keep almost everything because I liked the way you taught this class.

I think for this course the reading is actually beneficial because it gives you the background to what we talk about during class; it gives you the detail.
Content—relatable to present day, bonus points—encouraging, open notes—helps students learn how to recognize useful info

I would pretty much keep the same structure of the class.  Having all exams be essay is very difficult, but it helped me learn a lot more than just picking letters in multiple choice testing.

The reading quizzes—they are a great way to keep students on track & make sure we do the reading.  Also a generous source of extra points to redeem past mess-ups.

The reading quizzes and essays are set up for you to take notes and understand the entire thing.

I would keep the reading quizzes and all the note taking.  That’s really what kept me fresh and on top of the material.

I would keep having [open] note quizzes because they helped equal out my grade after those tough essay exams.

Emphasis on the big picture because it helps everything connect & make more sense (also easier to remember).

I highly enjoy the videos you show.  When you read you get some notion of what things are like, but the videos make things come alive.

The general class structure I think is really good.  For example, when we come into class there are class quizzes, group work, or individual assignment in class.  I think this is helpful in understanding where we are going.

Factual knowledge.  Mostly though the realization to read, take notes.  That I need to become organized and college isn’t high school

About everything.  Info very well presented.  Teacher is always willing to answer questions.

My knowledge from the Scientific Revolution.  I really enjoyed learning about that.

What is the MOST IMPORTANT thing you learned in this course?

Self-discipline—I learned that the work must be done otherwise you will not get good results.

I wish more teachers had expectations as high as yours—students wouldn’t waste as much time relearning and re-taking classes.  Also I appreciated how quickly you handed back assignments and tests.

Note-taking is something I learned a lot with this class.  Instead of writing a “book” I’ve learned to write down more concise things.

The most important thing I’ve learned is all the Revolutions and how they came together and made this world the way it is today.

That in Rob Yost’s class you need to do the reading to be successful.

How to write concise and clear thoughts and facts on historical events and how they effected other historical events.

How to take good reading notes and manage my time outside of class for that.

I learned to be accurate and in-depth with my notes.  I learned how to be more concise and specific.

How to learn and study history is by far the most important thing I learned.

How to pick out important themes in chapters and understand the main ideas.
I learned how to manage my time to make sure I take good notes and can interpret what is going on.

My writing still sucks.  I have trouble writing essays that encompass broad ideas & include specific events to help explain the events.  I’ve always received a “C” on those types of essays, guess I still need work on the big picture w/ explanations included.

Notetaking skills & writing broad essays in restricted time.

The most important thing would be how to take good notes.

I learned a lot about European history, but I also learned how to take better notes and write better.

College skills (i.e., note taking in class, time management, exam essay).

What to take notes on, what specifically is important and what can be considered less important.  Better notes I suppose, I’ve never really taken notes before.
Additional practice w/ interpretation and greater understanding of the revolutions in Europe, 1700s-1900 scientific, social, and industrial.

Time management, not only on the essay exams but at home w/ the homework, readings, & notes.  Also, comprehension, how to read & comprehend & place in the “big picture.”

I learned how to become a more skillful writer and thinker.

How to interpret historical events.  Learned how to connect small events to the bigger picture of history.

How to look at everything as a whole, connected idea.

I learned how to put historical events together and to get a better concept of why they happened, not just when & who did it.

History isn’t just memorizing dates and facts.
What I need to do differently in the future.

A better understanding of how the world I live in came to be.

This may be dorky but I’m excited about this class.  I am the farthest thing from a history buff, but I actually have a grasp on our main topics so when someone will mention the French Revolution, I will understand & know what they are talking about.  It will allow me to contribute.
Primary causes of many important revolutions.

Life isn’t fair and Marie Antoinette was a bitch.  This course was very informative and enjoyable in the end.  Keep up the good work.

I just wanted to say I really enjoyed this class and I learned more taking this class in a semester than I did in four years of high school.  I feel as if I have most knowledge about things before this class from books I’ve read.  Not what I was taught.  Now, I’ve gained much more knowledge because of what I’ve read and what you’ve taught.

What would you CHANGE about this course & why?

Nothing.

Nothing.

Nothing.

I’m not sure what I’d change.

Only my own time management in working on assignments.

I do not like how the same day you have a test you are assigned a lot of reading.  Like I’m so worried about reading the last ten pages instead of studying.  It’s difficult.

I would change testing in one hour to two hours.  Granted it’s part of the exercise, but in order to write a sold essay I thing it would help to not be pressed for time.

One reading quiz a week, encompassing all reading ( broader questions.

Number of overall quizzes.

More useful syllabus.

I would change having to read so much, but that’s just me.

I would watch less movies maybe.  I’d be more inclined to watch documentaries.

The essay part of the test, I seemed to be confused on what exactly to write.  I wanted you to know I knew my stuff but also that I understood & could apply it, but I would run out of time.

I would change the amount of papers we had to write.

The only thing I didn’t like was how our reading assignments were long, but I learned to make more time for it, because they took longer with more pages.

Sometimes the reading assignments were too large, 10 pages is fine, but anything more is quite difficult.

Additional readings outside of the text/sourcebook and longer than 1 or 2 page handouts.

I’m not a huge fan of essay exams mainly because a lot of times I won’t know how to express the material in a way that’s worthy of a good grade & if I forget something it’s hard to go back & add it in.

I would change the amount of papers we had to write.  It just made the workload a little unbearable.

It seems there is a lot going on at once—sometimes the book material doesn’t get addressed as much, which did seem to work fine.  Just somewhat stressful to keep up.

A little more group class activities.  More specifically, class discussion.

Have more “group quotations” b/c it helped me view from other peoples’ perspective.

I didn’t really like out text book and how it was organized.  It seemed like it jumped around a lot.  It was one of my biggest challenges in this class, understanding the text & the timeline it fit into.

This course seems to be focused on key concepts and ideologies which are key concepts, but I noticed myself putting less emphasis on specific event turning points.

On the syllabus the have what pages are to be read.  This makes it easier for taking notes ahead of time if someone knows if they are going to be short on time.  Another way would be hand out papers every two weeks with reading on them.

This course for me was a lot of reading.  It was just hard for me to stay focused.  I did all of the reading but I did them in little sections.  This is History and you can’t learn it any other way.  I really wouldn’t change anything.

The 70 pt broad essay question on exams.  This is the first class I have had were I had essay exams, I would like to see the broad essay question not weighted so heavily.

Better review days where we as a class can discuss the broader picture so we can bounce ideas off each other & gain better understanding as well as different perspectives.

A little more about western Russia’s development.
History of Science

What would you KEEP about this course & why?

Reading quizzes because they are a good way to make sure you have a grasp on the main topics from a section of reading.

Content: the people and the specific directions that have taken in class covered a large area, had a purpose, but was not too much information.  Handouts and homework reading with response questions increased understanding.

I liked the essay exams.

The material covered was all very good.  The reading quizzes and in class IDs were helpful in getting ready for the tests.  They also made sure that everyone was doing the reading.

Obviously the books, the handouts that required 1-2 page responses helped me organize my thoughts on what I was learning the best.

From this class I’m going to take with me how I developed my note-taking skills and time management I’ve acquired from the course.  I’ll keep this because it will benefit me in future classes and other areas in the future.
What is the MOST IMPORTANT thing you learned in this course?

Weeding out presentist preconceptions.  In many other classes the ideas of the past are mocked as being absurd and stupid.  Knowing the background shows how reasonable ideas of the past were.

To be able to think about the past without being presentist.  I feel most people are presentist and if we would look back and not judge we could be more open minded and further science.

To keep things in historical context without presentism.

How science has changed over the course of hundreds of years.  I learned how people many generations before me thought differently than people do today.
How to use my time wisely and take notes will be useful on the test.

The mechanics and the people behind Natural Selection.  I had little to no idea how that actually worked until this class.

What would you CHANGE about this course & why?

If I could change something about this course if would have to be the reading assignments.  Maybe not have them so extensive, could take some more time to learn the material.  I found it hard sometimes to understand certain aspects when there was a larger reading assignment.

More class or group discussions similar to the exercises from the beginning of the semester.

The physics and development of the atomic bomb were very interesting.  I wish there were more time to go further in depth.

I would have liked to finish the Evolution book with the rest of the class, but I don’t think there is time.  Maybe a few more practice quotes relating to an exam that we are nearing to bring my mind up to speed.

Split course into 2 sections to cover more history.

Later in the day!
