Course Feedback (Fall 2007)

[Surveys: 43]
Did this course help develop or strengthen the following skills?





Yes

No

Not sure

Reading


31

5

6

Writing


34

4

4
Note-taking


41

1

0
Time management
35

3

4


Interpretation

36

1

5
Historical thinking
31

0

2


Critical analysis

32

3

6

Student Comments (Fall 2007)

Ancient Mediterranean World
What would you KEEP about this course & why?

The test format is challenging but it makes you truly understand the information and work on all your skills.

Difficulty.  While I haven’t done as well as I’d hoped in this class, I learned a lot because I was forced to work harder.

The set up, I think if first-year students took this class it would really help them in developing good habits.

The diversity of sources we study in class, like looking at pictures, paintings, and movie clips—not just talking about the reading the whole time.

The random quizzes, it helps to keep students reading the book and rewards the people who do the work.

The almost daily quizzes, they make you take notes and help point out what the instructor wants you to see.

I would keep the quizzes & extra credit points because it helps encourage reading the material and to take good notes.

The reading quizzes are a good & easy way for the student who comes to class every day to get an easy grade.  It also is bad for the student who skips a lot.

Frequent quizzes with bonus opportunity reward students who attend class and do the work.  Basically everything is good.

The morning quizzes, because that help keep track of your reading.

Reading quizzes.

Reading quizzes because they caused a bigger incentive to read and be prepared.

Reading quizzes because they are a good way to get points if you take notes.

I love all the writing.  The in-class quizzes really keep the juices flowing.

Quizzes (I hated them, but they helped) helped me w/ memory like going over it a 3rd time.

The reading quizzes.  They keep you familiar with the text.

I was all good, very insightful & interesting.

I thought it was a very helpful, informative class.

I would keep the handouts and writings we did on them.

Definitely keep the note-taking for chapters with open notes.

Using open notes, because it helps a lot when you’ve organized them and need to find a name or place that you need the spelling for.

The assignments and the textbook readings because you need to build an understanding of history.

My book.  I liked it.

The we need to interpret history.  So that we know what happened that changed our world and made a lasting impact.

The Greek culture, because it ties into all the other cultures later.
All the information presented in the course was interesting and helpful to understand the past.  However, I did not like how the course was about reading and personal knowledge of what was read. [?!?]
What is the MOST IMPORTANT thing you learned in this course?

This course has vastly improved my reading/note-taking skills.  Mainly because it’s the only class I’m taking that really requires note taking to pass.  Honestly, this is my only class that actually feels like a college course.

How to learn.  I am a high school senior and this class really helped prepare me for college level work.

You have to work hard, study hard, and improve in all aspects in order to do well.  You can skate by on some things, but it will get you later.  Hard work pays off.

How to successfully read and take important notes.  My note-taking skills before this class were not nearly as good.  Most informative and overall most successful class I’ve taken.  Thank you.

Just keep going, it will get you somewhere.

Learning how to connect things into a bigger picture.  I am better at details & sometimes have trouble connecting but I have gotten better from this class.

Greater appreciation of history & greater ability to put it into context & see transitions throughout history, & able to explain it to someone w/ little knowledge of it.

How history is some truth with many interpretations.

That history is not necessarily all facts but rather a collection of interpretation by historians that best fit with the evidence.
How to take notes, and take tests other than multiple choice.  Even though I kind of sucked, I still tried pretty hard.  But I can take my experience from this class and use it to try harder next time.
How to write!  Being concise.

That history is all about how we interpret it, and it’s always changing.

How to interpret different historical readings.

Reading and note-taking skills.

How to take good notes.

Note-taking.

Taking good notes that are easy to pick through.  Being able to find information is as important as writing it down.

To take good notes & study over time, not just the night before.

Keep up with the reading and come to class each time.

It reinforced my current knowledge about how much the past influences today and more current history.

That you have to read and study the material.

New knowledge, critical thinking, I asked myself why things happened the way they did.

This course has expanded my intellectual horizons.  History is an articulation of the nature of the world!

To keep up with work, and not slack off on the readings.

That we are influenced by ancient civilizations after they passed into the history books.

Nothing specific.

How we have repeated history, can’t believe the similarities.  I love history but this class was tough, I think it will help me finish school—got me back into the swing of things.
What would you CHANGE about this course & why?

Nothing.

Nothing.

Nothing.

Nothing.

Nothing.

I wouldn’t change anything.

Nothing really needs changed.

This course requires hard work, but I don’t think I would change anything because it is worth it in the end!

Maybe not as many reading quizzes, but I don’t think you need to change much of anything.  This class was really challenging and I like that.

Having the tests all be essay is something that was new and difficult.  I think that it’s actually good to have it that way, but if you have poor writing skills it forces you to learn.

I think it’s a good college level course, if anything I would make it longer.

I’m a bad test taker.  So an all essay test is especially hard for me.  So in my opinion I think you should add fill in the blank and some multiple choice along with the essays.

Less movies because they kind of make me sleepy at night.
The heavy influence on documentary videos was somewhat offputting, but id did help w/ taking good notes.
I have some ideas but not sure if it is how the class is taught or me.  So I can’t answer.  I’m a dates & name person—so more of that.

Probably a little more specific on the paper grades.  It was hard to judge how good your essay was with only a check and a check minus as the grades.

More class involvement & discussion incorporated into lectures.

Watch more documentaries to have a better understanding that is not reading from the text.

The reading quizzes could have been more difficult, some of the questions were obvious.

Maybe not so much weight on the essay part of the test.

More time for assignments for people.  Some people are working 2 jobs.

Sometimes it’s all a little overwhelming with everything, all the reading, writing, interpretation, how do you grade peoples thoughts & how they view things?

Too many questions that reflected opinion [sic] but were graded on a true or false answer.

I would of [sic] not wanted all the Roman information compressed in the last couple weeks.

Have a few practice, timed essays for completion credit.
Europe: Age of Revolutions
What would you KEEP about this course & why?

Everything, I think this class is very well done.

The reading quizzes & they are an easy way to attain points.

Reading quizzes, makes you keep up with reading.

The reading quizzes force you to read the chapters which keeps your head where it needs to be. A+++ I love the writing assignments.  It really forces me to think about the topic and interpret it.

Definitely the reading quizzes.  The insured that I was on top of the reading and keeping up in class.

The extra credit in the quizzes because they helped in the overall grades, without it I would not have a passing grade I don’t think.  Also the videos help give a better idea of what is going on in the textbook.

The reading and the note-taking.

I didn’t really enjoy all the handout reading assignments, but they helped me when it came time to take the exam, I think the course is OK.
Definitely keep everything that we did while learning about the French Revolution.  It was all very interesting, especially the documentary!

What is the MOST IMPORTANT thing you learned in this course?

History is vibrant and we are connected to it and shaped by it.
I learned a great deal about the Scientific and French Revolutions.  Before I took this course, I was almost completely ignorant of these topics.  At the end of many courses at Kirkwood, you leave with nothing but “credits.”

How to manage my time.

Not necessarily focus on the minute details, but sometimes the broader concept and its repercussions.

Taking detailed notes and using time wisely during tests and quizzes.

How to read and take notes.

The French Revolution and how it effected everything around it.

Probably how the revolutions all effected each other & the course of the world AND how to take notes.

Theories of astronomy
What would you CHANGE about this course & why?

I would take out all the reading quizzes b/c I sucked at them—I’d take notes & still do bad…
The course was fine, I did learn a lot, but I wish all of my papers weren’t graded so roughly.  On a lot of ten-point papers, I had a lot of “good,” “great,” “yes,” etc, but could never get a full ten points.

I don’t know if it’s possible, but spend more time on the French Revolution.  I didn’t get to learn about this in high school so this was very fascinating to me.

I would change a small part of the test.  I would keep the essays, but add in some type of “fill-in-the-blank” questions as well.  Similar to the quiz format.

I find the exams to be a little stressful for me. I feel like I’m always running short on time.  However, I realize that this is probably more my fault than yours.  The exam does seem a bit full to me.
I would want to talk about what we read in our books so that we students can get a better understanding of what we read & more clarification.

Tests, too much to do in too little of time.

Maybe more interaction amongst students.  Everyone seems to have formed certain groups, but not everyone knows each other.

History of Science

What would you KEEP about this course & why?

The essay writing skills is what helped me the most.  I’ve learned better study skills, reading, and time management.

I would keep the material covered, very concise and not too overwhelming.  Close, but not too bad.
Most everything, because there were few times when we had nothing to do.

Everything… wish there was more time to explore these concepts deeper…The reading quizzes helped the most( gave a clear idea of what was the most important in the readings.

I would keep the reading quizzes & the books.  The books were really interesting to read & gave a lot of information.  I would keep the reading quizzes because they’re a good chance for points & help keep the students on their reading.

I would keep all my notes because I think they contain great information about everything we went over.  I would also keep my understanding of how things have come to be and why things change & are either credited information or disregarded.

I would keep the entire timeline of events.  It makes perfect sense to start with Aristotle & the ancient Greek & Romans & build off the knowledge you learn through the reading.

What is the MOST IMPORTANT thing you learned in this course?

Time management.  I really didn’t leave enough time to study as much.  Working as much as I have, didn’t leave time for studying.  I know now next term, my school needs to come first.  Thank you!

That you have to take everything about a historical context to understand a person or idea in history.

That no idea is solely unique and ingenius [sic]—every new “discovery” was nurture along by the great thinkers of the past… and each generation only went so far unto a new set of “scientists” carried on tradition.
I learned that scientific breakthroughs were a combination of ideas and events, and there are a lot of politics involved.
The most important thing I would have to say was when we studied evolution.  I never really understood it before, but now I do and I actually feel smart when others talk about it because now I can put my 2 cents into the conversation.

The entire chain of events through science & philosophy.

Learning the common misconceptions that seem to be taught in middle and high school.

What would you CHANGE about this course & why?
There is not a lot I would change.  Yes, there is a lot of reading but by doing this it made me sit down and understand the material since there was usually a quiz over it.  The exams are different than the rest of my classes, but again they helped because you really had to think and understand the material.

I would maybe change the all essay tests.  I would maybe insert some short answer in place of the IDs, it gives the students more time to focus on the main part the essay at the end.
The documentaries are nice to watch—but not the most useful tool when you have to wade through what is not historically inaccurate [sic].
The amount of reading is almost ridiculous, with a job and other classes I have to tend to, it’s hard to find time for reading 2-3 chapters & writing a page and a half over another worksheet.  I love to read, it’s easier to retain information if I have some time.
I would give a bit less homework.  It is hard to do the reading & homework on top of stuff for other classes.
When a paper is due on a class day, not having a reading quiz the same day.

I loved Darwin & Albert, the greek wasn’t as interesting so I would’ve changed the time spent on the ancient sciences.
