Course Feedback (Fall 2008)
[Surveys: 93]
Did this course help develop or strengthen the following skills?
				Yes		No		Not sure		% Yes
Reading			66		17		10			70.96
Writing			69		15		9			74.19
Note-taking			84		6		3			90.32
Time management	60		19		14			64.51
Interpretation		79		6		8			84.94
Historical thinking	89		3		1			95.69
Critical analysis		79		5		9			84.94
Total Yes = 80.8%			

Europe: Age of Revolution
What would you KEEP about this course & why?
Probably everything.  The writing assignments help in linking writings to the various parts of history, the quizzes & exams both reinforce note-taking and trying to see the big picture, and the sourcebook readings help give a perspective from the minds of those living during the time periods.
Reading quizzes, practice quotes/IDs
Quizzes give a chance for people still working on essay skills to make up points.
The frequent quizzes and writing assignments.  The focus on critical thinking.
Same amount of reading, it wasn’t too much.
I would keep all of the reading, because the book does a great job and it helps to prepare for the quizzes and tests and enhances note-taking skills.
Even though my grade doesn’t show it, this class was a huge success in that all of my skills were tested.  High school had nothing on this…
The critical thinking and being able to connect small events to the “big picture.”
The reading, note taking, time management and historical thinking.  It will help me in all the other classes, especially time management.
I like the wide variety of information that we cover & particularly what we cover in class is different from what we read in the book.
Giving the page numbers of the book and having students take notes.  It really helped me learn to take notes and make sure I get my homework done.
I would keep it as is, some can handle it, some can’t but I think it works for the attentive.
Note taking skills.
I would keep everything—I like your classes—I always learn so much.
Dr. Yost.
The small group critical thinking
I like the excerpts you give us from books.  I think they add an extra layer of understanding of context.
As part of the “dumbing” generation I would change nothing. [?]
I would keep about what it was like during the Napoleonic era.
There was a good mixture of individual, group, multiple choice [?], fill in the blank, essay, ect for in-class work.

What is the MOST IMPORTANT thing you learned in this course?
That effort should be expected as a STANDARD not something that should be rewarded on occasion.
The value of reading and taking notes.  Plus, studying for the exam.
I learned how to manage my time and take much better notes.
A detailed historical timeline of Europe and better note-taking skills.
How large of an impact all of the revolutions we read and learned about had on various wars, other revolutions, and even how those revolutions affect us today.
I enjoyed learning about the beginnings of modern political ideology.
Wow…where to begin?  I found the history of astronomical advances in the Scientific Revolution to be very fascinating and to approach modern science with a more skeptical, ephemeral perspective.
I learned how to see things around me now and pick out things about our present lives that I know people will study some day!
The significance of the French Revolution to modern history.  I had never considered before the repercussions of revolution in Europe.
Everything is connected history, society, music all of it.
How rough it was back then during the revolutions and when slavery was around.
I learned a better way of organizing notes and attempting to use critical thinking, I’m getting better.
That every action has a consequence and how the actions of my ancestors have shaped the world.
Improved reading skills and how to find key points and eventually learning the broader point.
The color red is made from spiders!
Cater to what each teacher wants.
Everything was important.
Critical thinking
Note-taking
Time management

What would you CHANGE about this course & why?
Nothing…
Nothing.
Nothing.
Nothing I can really think of
I wouldn’t change anything.
Nothing everything is fine.
Nothing…
N/A
Not enough time for exams.  Possibly do IDs & quotes one day, and essay the next.
Allow a chance for someone to make up points if they miss one class, no quizzes, only short in-class essays on reading.  If you expect well written essays for tests, emphasize in-class writing, not multiple choice. [?!? This student apparently was never in class or not paying attention.]
More practice IDs instead of reading quizzes sometimes.  It would help with historical thinking and writing abilities for the exams.
More tests that inturn cover less material to help with test time constraints.
The fill in the blank reading quizzes, this to be some other way to do them. [??]
More time to go over the information making the class longer would give more time to understand the information.
The teacher is very close minded and only seems to know about his own topics, not even able to answer all in-class questions.  Close minded, stubborn & being full of yourself helps no one. [???]
I would throw in more random hilarious things like in Europe: Age of Monarchy (Spring 2008).  Other than that, don’t change ANYTHING! You were hands down the best teacher… I learned how to actually use & read my textbook which is not necessary in other classes.  I feel smarter as a whole after taking your classes.

Ancient Mediterranean World
What would you KEEP about this course & why?
I would keep the course exactly how it is.  The students who take this course, for the majority, should receive a wake-up call as to what a college course is really all about.
Everything.  This is the most complete course taught at Kirkwood at this time.  It truly measures students on a university standard. I only wish I had the time to take some more history courses at Kirkwood.  I am sure Europe: Age of Monarchy is just as well taught and informative.  Thanks for a great semester.

The essay test taking because it is a challenge people need to experience in the early years of college so that they can be better prepared for later years.  Best college type course at Kirkwood.
In class writings helped me to see the bigger picture.
I would keep the format of class every day.  Very organized in lesson plans, never boring, always interesting, videos, powerpoints and visuals were useful.
The film clips & pictures of art, architecture, paintings, buildings, etc… I think it helps to get a better grasp on what things were like.
I liked the Athens documentary w/ Liam Neeson but we may have dragged on with it a little too long.
The reading quiz, if you do the work you get rewarded.
I would keep the reading quizzes because they are good incentives for students to actually do their reading assignments.
Keep the emphasis on note-taking.  It helps with study habits and organization.
The quizzes daily, notes for homework, chances for extra points.
Practice IDs and essays, they helped with studying and made me read for class.
How to read better and take better notes.  The reading quizzes were easy if your notes were good.
The practice IDs were very helpful in preparing for the ones on the test.
The reading quizzes.  They keep you on your toes and allow you to make up your failing on a test or assignment.
All the bonus points and the little homework assignments all those things add up and if you do all the homework and don’t do good on tests you still have a chance to pass.
The quizzes work out nicely, easy points and extra credit, you can easily make up for missed test points simply by doing the readings.
The homework and the way the tests are.
Reading quizzes. Shows yourself how much your understanding.
The reading quizzes.  Good way to earn points.
Daily quizzes—easy points and studying.
The short quizzes.
Open note quizzes.
Essay tests.
Little test taking.
Extra credit.
The bonus points.

What is the MOST IMPORTANT thing you learned in this course?
Reinforce my belief that hard work pays dividends.  Anyone is capable of improvement and success, as long as one utilizes constructive criticism and does the work.
To be successful you can’t slack off or get discouraged.  You can’t let bad test scores ruin everything, because that’s like shooting yourself in the foot.
Read the book & take good notes.
How to get the main things out of a book and put it into notes.
Notes are crucial to learn extensively.
How to take better notes.
Note taking needed to be more organized than I was used to.
Note taking skills.
Note taking.
Do the readings and take notes.
Time management.
To look at the bigger picture.
To keep an eye on the bigger picture as a whole.
How to interpret history by different time periods rather than learning facts.
How to think laterally and analytically in history.
How to understand history better & analyze it.
That there is more to history than just random facts.
I really learned just how much our society has taken and learned from many of the Ancient civilizations we learned about and just how much we have in common with these Ancient civilizations.
I learned a lot about how the ancient world relates with us today.  I didn’t realize all that it had set up for our way of life.
I have learned where, how, who and when the beginnings of civilization and the expansion thereof originated and blossomed into the rest of the world.  This is the most important thing I have learned because I now have a more clear understanding of the “beginning.”
I learned of the origins of civilization and of democracy.
Being able to understand what happened in this area at the beginning.
The big picture on how Greeks and Romans related to today and the effect they had on society.
The influences of Romans and Greeks.
The history on Ancient Greece.
Just a lot about Caesar, it was kinda cool.

What would you CHANGE about this course & why?
I wouldn’t change much about the course, I don’t have any complaints.
Honestly, I wouldn’t change anything but my own attitude towards this class.
I can’t say that I would change much about this course.
Not sure.
May shorten the length of the essay test, because it was hard to complete the essay in such a short period of time.
Maybe just a little less quiz’s
More integration of sourcebook material.  I read it and take notes, but after Greece, it doesn’t seem to add much relevant information.  This may just be the way I am interpreting its value.
Emphasize importance of daily quiz point total.  D. Q. points build up if I would have focused better early class would have been a breeze. [?? Importance of quizzes was emphasized repeatedly from week one onward, also see syllabus]
The expectations of the essay on exams.  They seemed too high.  This is a history class not an English class. [?? Clear communication matters in all classes]
I believe I learned to take good notes, but I still struggled on quizzes and tests. 
One less quote on tests could give more time to elaborate and be more concise on essay portion.
I would make it so that writing assignments were given in the middle of the week instead of on Friday to be done over the weekend. 
No homework due to the next class period after a test because after a test no one wants to have to do more homework for the next class period.
Change the way the tests are taken.  Just having a test everyday doesn’t help the best.  Talking about what people were supposed to read. [?? There were not tests every day, or even quizzes]
More group work would make us more comfortable & willing to speak up in class.
Maybe to try group project or something.  Something so we get up and move around.
Less quizzes.
The amount of reading quizzes.
The exams being timed.
Make some of the reading shorter.  Be leanent on gradeing.
Better elaboration on what is expected on exams.
You kind of run out time for Rome at the end, and that was the most interesting!
I would have liked to have covered Rome more as I thought it was the most interesting period.

History of Science
What would you KEEP about this course & why?
Most everything, the quizzes most of all because it forces you to learn the material and gives you the ability to achieve a good grade while learning not just memorizing.
Although a lot of work, I would keep all the readings.  It makes the student keep up with the course & forces the student to do the work.
Everything, gave a great understanding of where & how science began & how it has developed & changed.  It was challenging in a good way.
Open note tests & extra credit to reward the people who do the work.  It’s nice to see people who don’t put any effort into the class fail when I work hard for my grades.
I would keep the reading quizzes, they are good motivation to do the reading and take notes, the study guides help pinpoint the important parts in a chapter.
The study guides were helpful in narrowing my views to certain areas and people when my background and experiences wanted to take me into other areas like Cisero I’m going to do more work on this ancient.
The information I learned reading E = mc2.
Reading assignments encourages improvement of reading, writing, and note taking skills.  Lecture  clarifies concepts and creates the big picture.  TV documentaries  helps in creating a long lasting impression of scientific breakthroughs.
Diverse source material from textbooks, video, handouts, all were useful in preparing for tests.
I would keep everything due to the fact that it is important to know about the history of what and how we came to our use of technology…
Some of the unusual ways that you explained certain historical events.  Made much easier to understand.
The note-taking and reading quizzes helped me keep up with topics discussed in class.
I enjoyed the material of the class.  The sources/text were awesome.
About how modern ideas are influenced by historical ideas and influences. Historical perspectives & ideas shape us today.
Writing concisely.  It saves time and makes a better paper.
Videos, interesting.
Open note test, quizzes, and papers.
Quizzes so you don’t forget material.

What is the MOST IMPORTANT thing you learned in this course?
Do the work!
Knowing facts about the time period doesn’t mean anything unless you can relate it to the bigger picture.
That previous ideas now looked back upon are not dumb or stupid.  They need to be looked at through the time period when they came about.
Understanding more than just the dates or historical events.  It was much more interesting learning about the background, time period, influential people and external/internal factors which affected history.
An understanding of the true people & events that helped shape our world and the ideas we have about science.
I learned the truths and myths about popular historical figures in the field of science, as well as their theories and others that don’t usually receive credit.
How time, environment, geographical settings influence people and their thoughts.  Everyday, I look at things a little different than I had used to.
Note taking skills.  You should teach college 101 
Studying habits.
Writing concisely.
Background on science and most of all how to take good organized, relevant notes.
Where and who started science.
The basics of the many people involved.
How to manage time, pick out relevant information.
That if we believe in something, we should understand why and what supports our beliefs and by doing so we will be happy with our beliefs.
I learned what E = mc2 means.
Science is not a sacred cow.  It is subject to both external and internal influences. This was my favorite class.  This is one of those classes I will remember all my life.
Ideas about evolution that I did not know before.
Darwin stuff.
Einstein’s works.

What would you CHANGE about this course & why?
A lot of work, but worth it.  Was pushed to limits and succeeded.  This is exactly what a student needs for first college semester.  I wish I would have!
Only personal commitment.  Nothing about the course.
I liked everything even though I struggled in the essay section of the test.
Nothing.  I think the course had more than enough.
Nothing.
Nothing this class showed me how to take notes, do well on essay exams, and overall how to prepare for college classes. Thank you.
Nothing.
Nothing, everything was well explained and the help was there.
Nothing… material was interesting and the execution of it in class was insightful and created an enjoyable learning experience.
I do wish that there was an extra hour in class, so we could go into a little more detail.  Might help better understanding of material.
I would have more tests that are spread out & cover less material.
When reading quizzes are placed in the class.  It’s cutting in to travel time. [??]
The first book was very challenging.  A new book is something I would change. [Challenge is a good thing, study guides were provided too]
All the reading.
Less reading on assignments given on Tuesday because it’s hard to find time to do it all with a busy schedule.
More time for E=mc2 book and Einstein, felt like we cut him and his work a little short.
I would add more writing assignments, because it helps to teach the writer as well as the reader.
I would like to see more slack given on grammar and spelling errors in timed written essays.  Its hard for anyone to spell everything correctly when you’re racing the clock to get down all the ideas in your head. [Exams are open note, and spelling isn’t a large portion of the overall grade, but it still matters]

Holocaust & Genocide
What would you KEEP about this course & why?
Everything. Yost is an excellent facilitator; he makes history interesting and motivates students to succeed.
The tests b/c they help you develop critical thinking skills that you don’t get in other courses.
I would keep mostly everything.  I think the extra content besides just reading from the book was very helpful & enlightening.
I thought it was all very good.  This has been my favorite course since I’ve been at Kirkwood.
Reading quizzes, because it is a good source of motivation to actually do the assigned readings.
I would keep the writing assignments along w/ the reading quizzes because they benefit my understanding of the topics.
Movies because they were very interesting.  Reading quizzes benefit doing & taking the time for the reading.
The reading material and study guides because they helped me stay organized.  The reading quizzes were also helpful.
The reading and note taking.  It’s a lot of work, but you actually learn from it.
The books used in this class were very helpful in understanding what was being learned.  Reading quizzes helped me to read and take better notes.
I would keep my notes.  I have learned so much about history that I feel like I could be a history teacher, not that I really would because I only know so little about everything.  But the notes helped me get through this course.
I’ll remember a lot of the information people tend to get wrong.  Knowing about all of these genocides makes this course useful to me.
The quizzes, and reading because they are full of information.
I liked the Holocaust book.  I thought every chapter was interesting.  I also liked the reading quizzes.  It helped me to keep me going instead of getting behind.
Not just to read something and be done w/ it but look deeper at the meaning.
The War & Genocide book, it was very interesting.  The handouts also helped me understand the context much better.
The reading, it’s informative.
Quizzes, they helped to make sure and give more motivation to do the readings.
The class format.  I’m glad it wasn’t just stupid projects like some classes.
Reading quizzes, easy points if you actually do the reading.
I liked all the interesting reading we did.

What is the MOST IMPORTANT thing you learned in this course?
The correct information on all of the subjects.
That genocide wasn’t as cut and dry, nor as distant, as I thought…
Practice IDs and quotes.  It prepares people for the exams..
I understand the Holocaust now, I know why it happened (have an idea) and know more than Jewish people were killed.
Yost’s course taught me time management/organization skills and taught me better note taking habits.
Historical context.
About the Holocaust and many genocides in general.
That all people are human & should be respected for what they know.
Besides learning about the Holocaust, I thought that I really learned how to get important facts from readings.  I thought you were a great teacher.  You are very knowledgeable and I learned a lot from you.  Thanks!
There are things out there going on or that did happen that need to be known.
Time management and taking good notes over the material that was read.
How to be a better student & use my time more wisely.
How the Holocaust began.
I have learned that there have been so many more brutal genocides besides the Holocaust.  I have learned about how genocide is still continuing.
The details that are usually just glossed over when the Holocaust is discussed in other class settings.
That WWI led to WWII & they were tied together.
I learned way more about the Holocaust & WWII than I ever thought I would.  I finally know the reasons why it happened, instead of always wondering why.
That the Holocaust isn’t the only genocide.
That more people died in the USSR than in the Holocaust but still not as many know about it.
Although the tests were hard, I found this course to be very interesting and learned more in this course than any other history class I’ve taken.

What would you CHANGE about this course & why?
Make it a little less boring.  The amount of homework. [?!?]
Nothing comes to mind.
Give more note questions when watching videos.  It will help people pay attention. [?? Note taking guides were given for majority of videos, but not all]
To watch more movies, full of important details.
Less short video clips and slides on statistics b/c they didn’t really help me or teach me anything. [??]
All the notes gets old after awhile.
More about why the Holocaust happened.
I would change the reading assignments out of the Century of Genocide book.  I felt it was hard to follow as compared to the War & Genocide book.
The essay exams were difficult.  They caused me a lot of stress and anxiety.  I felt you were very critical with everything I wrote. [this is college, you’re here to improve ]
Teach us how to better understand the deeper meaning of things b/c there were times I thought I had a full understanding but it was still wrong.
Less writing assignments.
Sometimes the reading load & HW amount was a little too much from Tuesday to Thursday.
Maybe a little bit less reading all at once.  Its really hard to find time for a lot of reading when you work every night & have lots of other classes also. [this is college, welcome to its challenges; a college-level history course requires reading, none of our assignments were too long]
Slow down on the readings.
The amount of reading and note taking because sometimes it can be a little overwhelming. 
I would change my time management for this class.  I would always do my note taking the night before it was due, but now I know to take more days for the notes.
Maybe a broader look at genocide, with less time spent on the Holocaust.
The essay portions of the test are graded extremely harshly, but it doesn’t seem like the vague instruction warrants such harsh grading. [??]
The assignments when we re-wrote others answers.  They seemed pointless & didn’t help me. [??]

GRAND TOTALS (2004- 2008)
[Surveys: 565]
Did this course help develop or strengthen the following skills?
				Yes		No		Not sure	% (Yes)
Reading			430		80		55		76.10%			
Writing			421		81		63		74.51%	
Note-taking			513		32		20		90.80%			
Interpretation		487		31		47		86.19%		
Historical thinking	537		12		16		95.04%		
Critical analysis		472		22		71		83.53%	
Time management	296		61		57 [414]	71.5%

Totals:			3156		319		329		82.96%

