Course Feedback (Fall 2009)
[Surveys: 31]
Did this course help develop or strengthen the following skills?
				Yes		No		Not sure	
Reading			25		5		1
Writing			23		4		5
Note-taking			28		3		0
Time management	22		5		4
Interpretation		25		2		4
Historical thinking	25		1		5
Critical analysis		24		2		6
Total Yes = 79.26%			

Europe: Age of Revolution
What would you KEEP about this course & why?
The amount of responsibility students are held accountable for.  This is one of the few real college courses I’ve had and I’ve recommended it to a lot of people, but they all respond “I don’t want to work that hard.”
Everything, on account of it’s absolute awesome.
My ability to take what the teacher says and use it to learn and grow in my writing abilities.
The readings.
Contrary to what others might say, I would keep the amount of reading because I feel it’s beneficial to those who have not been exposed to this sort of class.
The readings along with the practice quotes & identifications to help prepare for tests.
I would keep the work load and possibly add some papers in some broad areas of study.
What is the MOST IMPORTANT thing you learned in this course?
What a good education is, and working hard in a hard class and getting a B- is much more satisfying then getting an A just for paying for the class. Great course, great teacher!  This is the first history class I have enjoyed, ever!
That there is always a place for structured arguments with rational arguments an historical reviews.
Just because some teachers praise my writing, not all of them will.  I was really hoping to get a better grade in this class, but I understand why I didn’t and will only improve from here.
Note taking and reading analysis.
Time management in regards to an essay test. 
How to take better notes and not just writing down everything that might be important.
The difference between taking notes and writing notes.  (i.e., not just writing things that are in the book, writing my opinion about the topics).
What would you CHANGE about this course & why?
More flexible about late work, at least ½ credit instead of none.  Or allow one or two late assignments. [??? Late assignments are allowed ½ credit, but there is more than enough extra credit offered to make up for missing work, see syllabus regarding legitimate absences and make up policy]
Essays are weighted very heavily [not really true in big picture of overall semester grade].  I would’ve liked just a smidge more emphasis placed on the other aspects of the exams.
Have quiz after every reading, so every reading pays off [??? there were at least 21 quizzes in a 15-week semester]
Nothing.
For tests to be harder (reading quizzes).  Some of them are a challenge, but the extra points on them would raise your grade to a point in which you can fail all the tests and still pass. [??? why was the class so much smaller at the end of the semester if it was so easy?]
How can I do so well on most writing assignments and still manage to somehow bomb a 70 point essay [??? Did you seek any help after the exam?]

Ancient Mediterranean World
What would you KEEP about this course & why?
I would keep the essay test since I agree that it is a better way to learn history than multiple choice.
The strict due dates and the high expectations—it really pushed me the majority of the semester, I discovered that I am capable of doing well.
I would keep all the quizzes, all the assignments, etc… I would keep everything.  The way you designed your class really pushes students to do the work that is assigned or they get stuck with the consequences: a lower grade and they miss the chance to get more knowledge.  You made a really good point that people think Kirkwood is just a joke because it’s only a 2 year community college and that teachers make it too easy to get a college degree.  But if there were more teachers that designed their classes like you have done, students would take their education more seriously and realize how important it is and that it’s not like you can just sit back and get an A.  You have offered me the best learning environment, the best opportunities to succeed, the most information, and the best outcome I have ever had in a history course.  I really truly do appreciate it!
The reading assignments and note taking were really useful to the test and the lectures.
I really though having so many sources other than the textbook was helpful in learning the material.  I liked the format of the exams; I could actually prove what I know rather than potentially having a happy accident and picking all the right multiple choices.
Other sources besides textbook.  I learned a lot from the documentary and it made the text make more sense.
The web assignments.  Not every class gets a second opinion on the main textbook, but we had videos and articles to “fill in the blanks” in an objective way.
Everything, college is about developing core values used to succeed in life… mission accomplished.
Open note quizzes, they give us the chance to get a lot of bonus points if we read the material.
The bonus points, they help a lot.
The bonus points because it allows people to redeem themselves.
The quizzes, they are usually pretty easy points.
The material ancient culture is fascinating.
Keep the homework readings and random quizzes because it improves people’s work ethics and keeps them on top of things.  Will help kids in other classes.
The structure of the class and how the homework and work is put together.  It is very helpful for expecting what a college course is actually like.
The pop quizzes, they keep me from skipping.
How exams barely affect the grade because people come to school, take the quizzes and still get an ‘A’ even if failing the test.
I would keep the quizzes, because it rewards people for doing the homework and showing up in class.
Keep reading quizzes, keep in class writings.
Everything should stay the same because everything was a great tool to learn how to make us better learners.
Essays were very good to help me really learn the material.
Extra credit more motivation to do in-class work.  Quizzes  fill in the blank requires you to do the actual reading.

What is the MOST IMPORTANT thing you learned in this course?
Stress management… a good thing, not bad.
That doing the work and spending time with the material is very rewarding when positive feedback and good grades are received.
I learned not just the facts but other aspects of the events in history like my teacher in high school never taught us that the Trojan War could have possibly have taken place.
The most important thing I learned was how much I enjoyed the material.  This class made me want more of this subject.
The most important thing I learned in this course is that history is really fun and can be so interesting.  I was dreading this class at the beginning because of my past experiences with history courses.  I was so impressed that it went so well, I found it fun, and it was very interesting.  I have never once said, “I can’t put this down, it’s too interesting” about a history text, document, etc.  But I often found myself so interested in the readings online and in the textbook because for once I was understanding them better due to the information you were offering that made things connect…instead of facts just being thrown at me, making it a game to put the pieces together.  I have to say that learning about the Greeks was my favorite, though.
How ancient civilizations shape our daily lives.
How to manage my homework and assignments.  I’ve been going to school all my life and I haven’t felt challenged by multiple readings & assignments due so fast.  Thanks for having me!
How to read and take better notes on what I read.
That I am stuck in a rut of not applying myself to my studies & need to work much harder on changing that.
That you can’t procrastinate in college.
Not to procrastinate assignments.
How to write so that I don’t have useless information in my paragraphs.
I learned to take better notes. 
This class helped me to keep up on homework on a regular basis.  It also improved my note-taking skills greatly, knowing what’s important (and what’s not) to write down.  And that history is always changing, we have to decide what is factual and what isn’t.
Time management and what to expect from other college classes.
How history can be interpreted in many different ways.
Taking good notes can go a long way.
To just think more about history, and how it inter-relates with things and to just think about it more.
How much modern ways of life are based on ancient history.  Also to write more in depth in essays.
I feel like every day I learned something new—so everything was important to me to learn.  I really enjoyed this class this semester, I’ve been pushed in a way I never have, I liked the challenge & once I got used to how things worked it became easier for me.
This class did help reading, writing, and forced us to study.  I felt like I had to fight to understand the information.  The documentaries and other things such as “the Rosetta Stone” model help me understand better than the reading.
How to take good notes and pick out the stuff that matters.
How to read and take notes effectively and quickly.  I also remember the history we went over better than I had previously.

What would you CHANGE about this course & why?
Explain that essay exams are part of the learning process, expect increase in scores… not critical to get A on exam to get A in class.
Maybe the amount of homework given each class?  Sometimes I got discouraged because there were so many thing I felt I had to get done.
The only thing I would change is not taking it at 8am, but that’s my choice.
I wouldn’t change anything.  The way you designed your class really pushes students to work for their grade in a challenging way, but not overly challenging.
The tests.  I want  a bell or a whistle every 5-10 minutes.  I don’t have time to look @ the clock and when I do, I lose my place in the instructions! [??? Impractical and distracting to others, a watch?]
More in class writings, get us more prepared for the exams. 
A chance to hand in late work. [read the syllabus please to late policies]
Making us learn a lot about specific people but not using the info on the exam.  It’s like a waste of knowledge & time. [??? For example, too vague]
The writings over some of the articles sometimes seemed irrelavent so I would not have some of those [??? For example, too vague]
Your approachability not an easy person to come talk to outside class [did you ever try?  How many times?]
Use more of the internet videos on the website [VOD], they’re interesting & still a great learning tool.
I would get the class more involved with each other through major discussions.
Have spelling not count on quizzes [open notes???, spelling counts in the “real world” too]
Maybe make it to the point where you can make up a quiz or two if you’re sick because the one day I was sick I missed 3 quizzes [??? Available bonus points are more than adequate to make up for lost ground]
I would make it so that there is more group discussions about the readings, because I think that helps you understand what you read more. [try forming a study group outside of class]
Nothing.
N/A.
Nothing.
At the beginning of the course we did not talk about the text as much as the end.  Talk about the text and encourage questions [??? How many questions did you ask in or out of class?  I asked if there were questions almost every day]
Some in-class lectures feel slightly repetitive sometimes [for example]  Also, be more clear on when reading quizzes will take place [??? quizzes are unannounced, you should so the reading quiz or not, see syllabus]
No more videos of dying elephants.

Holocaust & Genocide
What would you KEEP about this course & why?
I would keep the syllabus as it is, as far as the content.
The book, instruction pace, and into not only about the Holocaust, but also about other genocides.  It’s very interesting by itself, but you had passion and emphasized important facts well.
What is the MOST IMPORTANT thing you learned in this course?
That given the proper set of circumstances, anybody can do anything to another person.
How to take good notes and how to write detailed essays.  Also, how to select the most important info & put it in an essay.
What would you CHANGE about this course & why?
Perhaps shorten the amount of time spent on WWII so that more time could be spent on Stalin’s regime, Pol Pot, Rwanda, and Darfur.
More time on the quizzes.  Not everyone can think and process the info/question as fast.  Don’t always rush.

Other comments:
Without a doubt this is the course [Holocaust & Genocide] I have gotten the most out of since attending this school.  The professor was obviously very well versed in the subject matter and he made the class stretch beyond simple memorization to actually analyze the facts and come to decisions.  This is an extremely powerful class that I will recommend to anyone serious about history.  If you are willing to stay current with the work, this class is not a difficult class and is very rewarding.



GRAND TOTALS (2004- 2009)
[Surveys: 662]
Did this course help develop or strengthen the following skills?
				Yes		No		Not sure	% (Yes)
Reading			505		92		65		76.28%			
Writing			488		95		80		73.72%	
Note-taking			599		40		23		90.48%			
Interpretation		570		38		54		86.10%		
Historical thinking	623		16		23		94.11%		
Critical analysis		551		30		82		83.23%	
Time management	369		73		69 [511]	72.21%

Totals:			3705		384		396		82.61%

