Course Feedback (Fall 2014)
[Surveys: 49]
Did this course help develop or strengthen the following skills?
				Yes		No		Not sure		% Yes
Reading			37		6		6			75.5
Writing			35		8		6			71.4
Note-taking			46  		3  		0			93.8
Interpretation		36 		3		10			73.4
Historical thinking	47		0		2			95.9
Critical analysis		41		3		5			83.6
Time management	38		6		5			77.5

Total Yes =	81.6%	

History of Science
What would you KEEP about this course & why?
I’d keep the amount of homework and the way that the class is managed because I can honestly say it helped me be more responsible and know how to manage my time.
Historical thinking.  I now know that history is more than just dates.  You need to look at the historical context of things instead of just memorizing the dates.
I enjoyed the rigorous schedule & work.  This class was very interesting and less full of bullshit than my other class here @ Kirkwood.  I would keep this class exactly the way it is.
I think everything is fine about the course.  I feel as though any reason that I couldn’t increase my grade was due to not doing homework.
The way we take quizzes.  We are allowed to use our notes and have opportunity for bonus points—I really think that helps a lot of students out.
I’m going to keep the books on Evolution & Einstein, they were pretty interesting & I really want to finish it, thanks!
I would keep just about everything in this course.  I learned a lot and the large amount of homework helped me to better understand the material.
I think the amount of homework should be kept because it did help me finally stop procrastinating and actually start doing things.
All the exams.  It gives a lot of insight to the strengths and weaknesses I have in writing.  Also, this class in general tells me how much I can really interpret reading.
I liked how much we did i.e., homework, quizzes because I think that it really made me work hard & it was a challenge but I feel that this course helped me improve more than I know. 
I thought the daily quizzes over readings were a great way to motivate students to read, & take better notes while they read.  Especially the chance for bonus points.
Videos, extra credits, Video just gives students clear understanding and visualization of what is going, extra credit gives motivation, that you have chance to pick up your grade even if you failed a quiz beforehand.

What is the MOST IMPORTANT thing you learned in this course?
History is more than just dates and facts.  I avoided history classes in high school for this reason.  But now, I thoroughly enjoy history.
Good note taking will go a long way during my college career, & I’ve learned to take a step back & look at the bigger picture
That the amount of effort you put into a class is the grade you’re going to get.
Study habits, as I know this is a history class I feel that this is like a college prep class although it is more than that.  I like the topics that are covered and I like how it actually teaches and tests how ready we are for a larger work load.
To always stay on top of my work & not put it off until the last moment because this isn’t a course you can breeze right through, you actually have to work for your grade which is challenging at times but worth it.
Time management & note taking. I have never been one to take a lot of notes, or any at all, and in my other classes I do just fine.  However in this class, to do well, note taking is needed.  It forced me to have a little bit more responsibility where school is concerned.
Not to judge the past as stupid based on what those people had in their day and age.
I learned to take better notes.
I learned a lot about history, in specific how each individual contributed to science.  Like before I took this class, I had heard the name of Aristotle a lot but I didn’t really know much about him.
Time management.  Once I got into the “groove” of things I had a good system going.  I made very good use of my time, which ended up helping me in other classes as well.
Can’t evaluate importance of historical event as more important or less.  I have learned history of science from Ancient Greek almost up until now.  Maybe not everything due to lack of time.  Learned a lot about people who dedicated their lives for science.
Behind everything, there is a beginning & it’s pretty awesome to see where this all starts.  Also, shaking a tail feather is ½ the battle, but never quit, just so you can prove yourself wrong! 

What would you CHANGE about this course & why?
Nothing. [4X]
Nothing I think absolutely needs changed.  The exams you give out are great for measuring what the student really knows about the topic.
Nothing really besides maybe the amount of writing for tests just because my hand would start to cramp.
There is really nothing I would change.  I got a lot out of this course and can’t think of any improvements.
Not much. Pretty fair game.
I wouldn’t change anything about the course except maybe play more videos during lectures.  I found that the videos played during lectures were very helpful and informing.
The first book was a hard pill to swallow, interesting, just a tough read.
As many would say this class has a high work load, I agree but it makes sense why.  This class helped get serious about college.  I would change is how test what we read for our homework.  I feel that just the keywords may not be enough.  Otherwise I think you should change nothing about this course.
It would be nice to slow down the speed of the class & how much we do in such little time but I know that we should do as much work in the time that we are given.
I didn’t like how on Thursday we had the same amount of work as Tuesday [this isn’t true if you go back and look at the homework assignments on Angel] because we have 4 days to go & Tuesday work done but one day for Thursday.  It’s not the amount of homework it was just a Tuesday, Thursday class thing.  There’s no way to change that.

Additional Comments:
To be honest, when I first started this class, I had my doubts if I was going to make it through, I can see now that with hard work and effort, it is possible to pass it.  I really feel like I deserve my grade in this class.  Thanks for everything! 
I’m glad I took this class because I have always been a pretty lazy student who relied on my smarts to get by.  I was extremely lazy in the beginning of this class and it clearly showed in my grade.  Though I wasn’t able to raise my grade to what I would have liked, I believed I learned a lot more of a life lesson on actually putting effort forth in class and work to receive the end result I want.  Also helped me develop better study habits and overall (since I did so poorly in the beginning of class) I believe I received the grade I deserved.
In this course I liked the topics we covered and it gave a lot of historical background
Juggle more, that was neato mosquito! 

Holocaust & Genocide
What would you KEEP about this course & why?
Nothing. [really? Nothing, you took the wrong class then, sorry! ]
Note taking abilities, historical thinking, critical analysis & interpretation skills
I would keep the readings assigned in the book because I think it does a great job explaining events.
I would keep the book because I think that it is a very important read.
The note taking with videos, it helped me pay attention a lot better and get more out of what I was watching.
I learned a lot about the Holocaust.  I came in only knowing a tiny bit & I will be leaving knowing a lot more.
The quizzes because that should be easy points if you do the work.  As well as the summary papers you provided or outline sheets, those were very helpful.
Your viewpoints on teaching the course because I’ve had teachers attempt to “sugar coat” it, which I think is beyond disgusting.
That reading the textbook is probably a good way to learning the course material.  The quizzes & random writing in this class was also nice.  I enjoyed the documentaries as well.
I would keep pretty much everything.  I thought that this class was pretty straight forward and not terribly hard.
The book was very informative and interesting.  I learned a lot about the time period before, during and after the Holocaust.
Learning about more than just the Holocaust.
You could choose whether or not you wanted to do the final and that we talked about events that led up to the Holocaust.
The everyday quizzes, it helps keep kids attendance up that truly care about the class.
The Warning from History videos online.
I like the daily quizzes over reading it helps apply what we read.
I loved learning about the context of this course I think it’s something everyone should learn.
The speed of the class is great it allows you to take in the new information but you can still keep in mind what you learned before.  I like how you review and point us toward the big picture.

What is the MOST IMPORTANT thing you learned in this course?
How to really be a college student to be honest.  I learned a lot about the Holocaust and how it happened but the most important thing learned would be how to be a student.  Thank you.
Studying/note taking I improved a lot in both areas
Being an organized student, you can’t do your work last minute, so organization for myself I learned.  Interpreting history, what was true and what wasn’t.
Learning the proper way to analyze evidence and improving my note taking skills while watching documentaries.
Reading, watching the videos, and actually paying attention helps a lot.  Do your work and you can excel.
That all the facts about the Holocaust that I thought I knew before this class were wrong. 
I learned in extensive detail about the events that lead up to Holocaust, the actual Holocaust, and then the genocides that happened after it.  I have learned more about the events and the Holocaust from this class.
The doing your homework and taking good notes will get you a pretty good grade in most classes.
History is based on facts not opinions and to look at credibility of people and sources when analyzing.
To focus on the big picture not neglecting specific details but using certain details to explain and to support the big picture.
Honestly, I can’t pick one thing, in high school I had an amazing history teacher, but your class expanded what he taught on a whole new level, and I have been e-mailing him giving by advice on what would have better helped me personally prepare for you class.  I look at the Holocaust and genocides in a totally different light.
How to prepare myself for different things.
That with some of the genocides like with the Cambodia genocide there were no trials.  No one got charged. [as stated in class, this is happening currently over the past several years]
The importance of these genocides.  Just knowing the importance so we don’t repeat history.
A genocide can happen at any time, anywhere, and to anyone.
Why the Holocaust happened, who was all involved & especially leading up to the Holocaust, who was in leadership, etc.
All the genocides.
The Holocaust, Hitler, hatred of Jews, concentration camps and so on.  I really enjoyed this course.  Even though it had a lot of HW, I enjoyed this class overall and your teaching. Well done!  Keep teaching this class to other students!  Smile more too! 

What would you CHANGE about this course & why?
Nothing, I think you get what you put into the class & I like that.
I wouldn’t change anything.  I like that we have quizzes and bonus points to help boost our grade.
Not sure.
I can’t think of anything I would change, you get the grade that you earn you just have to be willing to put in the work.
I don’t think I’d change anything.  Everything that we did was never unexpected.
Maybe have more readings than videos because half the time the videos didn’t work. [did you ever contact me about this? Too late now!]
Video & note quiz should be online [nope, it’s not an online course] or given out on paper, rushed through a lot [about the same amount of time on every quiz], hard to see, ended up missing more than expected because of not enough time.
I would show some more images of some of the events.
Less True/False during class maybe outside work. 
I understand why all the test are writing, but I just wish that the tests weren’t ALL writing.
The assignments, I’m not saying the work load is too much, I realize this is college but many reading assignments [don’t think this is true, give examples, and it’s not bad for most, it’s reinforcement of material in a variety of ways] repeated exactly [??] what the book and the video had just said its heaving enough material hearing about the same awful material three times [??] in a row in one night is overwhelming. [yes, that’s the nature of this course material: overwhelming]
Less homework, I personally thought some of the assignments didn’t help me in understanding the big picture material, Textbook ok, video ok, some reading assignments not ok [examples?]
The writing assignments in class didn’t every really help me, I felt rushed for time when writing them and felt I couldn’t fit all I needed to say in there to get points.  Give more time on those.
The amount of documentaries.  I like them but I think if on documentary nights to do readings in class.  I only suggest this due to the fact some people take three hours to do a one hour video when taking notes. [then you need to see me about taking notes differently]
Having more medium sized tests, rather than a couple large ones and many small ones.
The exams were annoying [??], because although I clearly knew the content, I got low scores because my writing wasn’t good enough.  I understand the need for a good essay, but this is a History course [correct, and good writing is a core part of history] & I’d like to focus more on that than English [??] 
There were way too many assignments/homework assigned to do for each class period, I realize that we are in college and that we will have more homework, but this class was a crazy amount and I didn’t do a well in my other classes because this class took up a lot of my time plus I have to work, so it was a lot to fit in. [Welcome to college!]
The teacher. This class I would only recommend taking if it was the only class you were taking. Way to much assignments, I almost had to drop other classes & miss work just to keep up. [about 70% of the class got As-Bs, so it wasn’t too difficult or too demanding, simply not true]

Additional Comments:
I realize that the death toll in every instance we looked at was extraordinarily high, but hearing “millions” or “thousands” isn’t quite as shocking after a while or hearing that.  I think that if you compared the numbers to cities populations today, it would be very sobering and help us better understand and relate that much better.  I absolutely loved the class and the way it was taught—with the respect these victims deserve and the deeper viewpoints and aspects you taught us from.

Ancient Mediterranean World
What would you KEEP about this course & why?
Everything, it was a good class to start my college career.  It was a good challenge to better increase my habits in these areas.
I like the daily examples of Greek & Roman influence on our lives.
I’d keep everything, great class fun to learn.
I would keep everything the same.
The reading quizzes, they test the knowledge of the assigned reading.
The pace, I feel like every class was interesting, no filler.
Quizzes, tests if you did the homework & chance at bonus points.  Documentaries, easy to watch and more interesting than just the textbook reading.
The bonus on the quiz, because if you do the work it’s nice to get rewarded for it.
I really enjoy the video homework I can really connect with videos.
Overall a very in-depth good course, keep the greek/roman fact of the day.  Making the content relevant helped me place everything and gained an understanding of the material better.

What is the MOST IMPORTANT thing you learned in this course?
I learned how the ancient people lived and how they have influenced us today
How messed up [??] ancient people were and the amount of influence their culture and society had on ours today.
That we have to learn from our history for better future.
I make my grade.
How people behaved change the course of humanity.
The first civilizations.  I knew very little about them and I enjoyed learning about them.  Also, my note taking skills have increased, thanks to this class.
Difference between history and the past.  Looking at history in a scientific critical way.  Also helped adjust time management to the workload, etc.  Awesome class.
Time management [2X]
Slowing down when reading the textbook helps with catching the little things that support the big picture.

What would you CHANGE about this course & why?
Nothing, grade is based on effort put in.
Nothing, the course was fun and enjoyable
I wouldn’t change anything.
Dear Ancient Med. World, Where do you get off?  I have to do work and learn?  By now you can tell that I am speaking sarcastically, and have nothing but good things to say about what you do.  Ancient Med. World do not change a thing.  Signed Peter Griffin dictated but not read.
Maybe what to focus on while we take notes, when I’ve taken notes I’ve noticed that I take the wrong notes [did you read the note taking advice posted on Angel, or come see me for help early in the semester?] for the quizzes, I don’t have what you put on the quiz, like I focus on something more than something else that I thought was important that you did not.
More in-class activity/getting people involved.
I would like to spend more time in the military aspects of all history because that’s what interests me.
Maybe when giving homework and reading, take the quiz the next class day instead of a couple class days later.
If there’s extra time may do a couple more in-class IDs or quotations because they help a lot with the tests.
The professor be a little less condensending towards opposite views of his own [?? need an example to know what you mean here; views such as?]

Europe: Age of Revolutions
What would you KEEP about this course & why?
Everything—this course taught me to be a better student.
I think the course should remain the same in its entirety, really prepares you.
I think you need to keep the amount of homework.  It forces us to take the time and not brush off the homework and wait till last minute.
The textbook, it’s a great book.  I really enjoyed all aspects of the content of the class, except the quotations on the exams.
I would keep the set up about this class the same.  As you can see from the above all the areas listed above have improved.
The videos, I felt helped me better grasp some of the things I didn’t understand.
Quizzes on documentaries are interesting & more engaging than reading quizzes. Writing short papers is fun & engaging.
I thought that provided multiple avenues of getting the same information was helpful.
The overall structure by having the professor twice I understand what is expected but at the same time the class showed its difficulties.

What is the MOST IMPORTANT thing you learned in this course?
How to prepare for a real college course using criteria stated in question one.
Time management, it helped me space out my studies to help for tests and note-taking.
Skills to perform as a better student.  This class was very demanding, but it made me a better student.
How to manage my time and complete readings and assignments on time.  Taught me good habits.
That the reading assignments are important to understanding the material.
I learned how to take better notes, I struggled at first but came up with a note taking process that worked for me.
The history of political ideologies & how they effected the world.
The general knowledge that the course taught me.
Not all teachers are forgiving.  Some won’t care if a family member dies or your child is sick and you couldn’t find a babysitter.  Your grade for them means putting them above all else and there is nothing I can do about it so I shouldn’t let it affect me.  I just try my best and hope it is enough. [The suggestion that I don’t care simply isn’t true, tons of bonus opportunities (almost 20%) does NOT equate to not caring or not being forgiving. This simply isn’t true. Course policies laid out in the syllabus applied equally to all students.]

What would you CHANGE about this course & why?
Nothing.
Nothing, this was an excellent course that kept me on my toes and paying attention to detail.  By far one of the best courses I have taken.  Reminds me of Cultures: Modern Japan course.
There isn’t any major thing that I would change for this class.
I would change the amount of handouts just to save paper.
The only thing I would change is the amount of homework.
More papers, more video quizzes, maybe less reading.  Perhaps try making it more clear about what’s important about each textbook reading.  Would make note taking more efficient. [see note taking advice posted on Angel multiple times for advice on how to reading & take notes from the textbook, video quizzes are easier because everything is literally laid out for the student in the viewing guides]
I never felt prepared for the in-class writings [did you come see me?], I wouldn’t say to change it but I felt overwhelmed even what I felt I should know stuff, I felt my opinions were always wrong—opinions shouldn’t be wrong. [give an example here, we didn’t usually ask opinion questions]
The in-class writings to me it it seems difficult to find out how in depth of knowledge the writing topic although these are 5 pts a piece having multiple 2.5 add up over time… [how many times did you see me to ask about how to improve?]  

Additional Comments:
Enjoyed this class and way you taught it.  Might not have done the best but the way you teach with constant reinforcement through activities makes the information stick.  It really prepared me in terms of future education.
I will admit I got the grade I got and would recommend more weighted quizzes but less frequent so students have time to relearn the information given to read and allow “digestion” of the mind. [??]
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	Fall ’04 to Fall ‘14
Surveys: 1198
	
	
	

	
	Yes 
	No
	Not Sure
	

	Reading
	934
	154
	110
	

	Writing
	888
	169
	140
	

	Note-taking
	1102
	58
	37
	

	Interpretation
	1014
	62
	121
	

	Historical thinking
	1123
	26
	49
	

	Critical analysis
	991
	51
	169
	

	Time management
	      798
	134
	121
	% Yes

	TOTALS
	6850
	654
	      747
	83.02



