Course Feedback (Fall 2019) [Surveys: 46] 
Did this course help develop or strengthen the following skills?
                                      Yes             No              Not sure           % Yes          
Reading                         41               2                 3  		  89.1                        
Writing                          38               1                 7                     82.6       
Note-taking                   42               1                 3                    91.3      
Interpretation               43               1                 2                    93.5    
Historical thinking        45               0                 1                    97.8   
Critical analysis             42               0                 4                    91.3      
Time Management        40               1                 5                    87.0        
Total Yes = 90.4%

Holocaust & Genocide
What would you KEEP about this course & why?
· Everything
· Everything, this was the best class I’ve ever taken.
· Everything in this course is valuable information that more people need to know.
· Everything, readings and documentaries were all were relevant and helpful.  The quizzes also were good in holding people accountable.
· I thought the course was taught well.  I liked that there was readings & videos & pictures.
· The straight forwardness and the amount of note-taking.
· I would keep everything about this class.  I like how much information we are taught and how in depth it is compared to what I’ve been taught before.  The information and social aspect of the course is really eye opening and important to learn.  I also really liked the amount of homework because it made me learn so much more and retain information better.
· I would keep the documentaries that are assigned with the readings, as they often overlap, and I found it easier to understand with both the reading and the videos.  I learned much more with both resources.
· Bonus points every quiz greatly helps, especially when grades drop so drastically w/ just a couple missed classes.  Open note quizzes, it’s very difficult to remember so many details, but being able to refer to notes during quizzes greatly helps.
· I liked the use of quizzes every class, they helped keep me paying attention a lot more and I learned a lot.
· The historical statistics of mass atrocities and that with UN & US need to get their act together to stop the killing of mass people.
· I would keep the extra credit questions at the end of each quiz because it allows us to catch up if we miss a day or fail another quiz.
· The amount of assignments & extra credit because it only benefits the students.
· Information, important for us to learn so we can prevent further genocide.
· I found all material to be important & not leave anything out.
· I think everything in this course was great!  One of the most interesting classes I’ve taken!
· Holocaust & Genocide book most appropriate us of textbook I’ve seen yet.
· The context that is taught throughout the course is organized so well to understand why things happen because [of] before.  For example I didn’t know what led up to the Holocaust.  The way the professor organized the material & how it’s being taught is terrific.
· Having study guides for the readings.  There’s so much information in them that the study guide helps narrow down what to take extra good notes on.
· I would keep the textbook, I believe that the textbook was helpful in learning as well as the matching quotes, these things helped put things into perspective.
· I would keep the bonus points because since there are so many quizzes quite frequently along with all of the information being taught its helpful to have a bit of a safety net.
· Focus on the Holocaust is important because the timeline is skimmed over in high school history classes—the WHY of genocide is important to learn.
· Spending a lot of time learning about the Holocaust was helpful, this was the main reason I took this class.
· I like how we were able to get extra credit on quizzes instead of being able to make up work if you miss class.  Kids who attend daily are being rewarded meanwhile those who miss a lot are punished.
· The amount of writing we do.  It is very important to be able to write detailed about everything that is required.
· Study guides for films/readings because figuring out what you think is important for quizzes is nearly impossible without one.
· I liked the open note quizzes and the opportunity to earn bonus points b/c it helped me gain more points if I didn’t do good on another assignment or if I missed a class.
· The daily quizzes because it offer opportunities for bonus points if someone needs it.

What is the MOST IMPORTANT thing you learned in this course?
· I learned that the Holocaust and other genocides are much worse that I previous thought.  After taking this class, I’m interested in traveling to the memorials in Germany, Poland, and other places to pay tribute to those who were victims of the atrocities.
· How deep genocide is.  I came into this class knowing about the Holocaust and a few other genocides, but I did not realize how many genocides there are and how ordinary people are the perpetrators.  And the social psychology behind genocide.  I also learned better note taking which is super helpful.
· I learned that nobody is immune to committing horrific crimes.  Coming into this class, I believed people who perpetrated these crimes were monsters—but they are just like me.  This was very eye-opening for me.  I really enjoyed this course—as I have never learned so much in a class.  I do believe I have a different outlook on life after completing this course.  A big thank you to Dr. Yost for make this class such a great and eye-opening experience.
· The sole reason why genocide starts in the 1st place—how ordinary people are able to kill—and why genocides are not stopped.  I think every citizen of the US should be required to take this course!  Dr. Yost is a fabulous teacher who has a lot of passion that is easily projected to his students.
· I learned that genocides are real events that can happen anywhere & at any time, even in today’s world.
· Time management, as long as the work is done when it needs to be done you have a really good chance of doing well in the class.
· Time management
· How the Holocaust began and all the genocides that have taken place.  I was unaware.  This class also helped my note taking.
· Good notes are key!!!  But find a median; not too few or too many. Genocides aren’t fully credited to ‘evil’ people; only a tiny fraction of those who carry out a genocide have actual sociopathic tendencies & mindsets; many were actually very smart & ‘normal’ people.
· Everything I heard about Hitler up until this school year was wrong & assumed.
· Genocide has continued unnecessarily since the Holocaust, and must be brought into the public eye more.
· Genocide is still happening.
· The names, places of people involved in the Holocaust.  A lot about the Nazis.
· How the Holocaust occurred, that Hitler was helped into power.  Also the lack of intervention by the US not only during the Holocaust but also genocides that happened later on.
· My note-taking improved greatly.  I transferred over from a college in Florida and you were able to pass classes with As and Bs just by going through the motions.  In this course you have to apply yourself.
· I learned that you don’t have to considered “psychotic” to participate in genocide.
· You’re the one in charge of your own grade.
· There isn’t any short cuts when it comes to doing my homework.
· that genocide has happened more than just once, and the signs leading to genocide.
· I learned that there have been many more instances of genocide committed by people that are not “crazy” than have been reported or taught in schools.
· The truth, not an Americanist view [??] on history but the real, raw history.
· The learning history is important because the victims deserve to be remembered and maybe we can prevent such tragedies in the future.
· genocide keeps happening and it isn’t going to stop
· “people make choices, and choices make history.”  There’s more to remembering dates & names, context about the events & leading to events is key.
· Human beings are capable of anything or doing anything.
· Realities & truths in human history.
· Genocide is a problem still to this day… It didn’t start with the Holocaust.
· That Hitler had minimal participation in the Holocaust, that his officials had direct contact in the killings.

What would you CHANGE about this course & why?
· Nothing, it helps people learn time management 100%
· Nothing.
· Nothing.
· I wouldn’t change anything about it.
· The thing I would change is the work ethic on my behalf in the first 2-3 weeks of the semester where I was procrastinating and put off the work.
· Personally, I wouldn’t change anything I think the course teaches the topic really well.  I don’t think anything could make an already great class better.
· I enjoyed learning about the Holocaust, however, I wish we would have had more time to learn about Holodomor, Cambodian, Rwanda, and Darfur genocides. I learned so much about the Holocaust, but it only left one-two weeks [in reality it was 3-4 weeks] to learn about four different genocides.  I wish we had more time to learn, in depth, about those events. [me too, but there’s only so much we can do in a single semester]
· Give a schedule at the beginning of the semester.  There is no way to get ahead. 
· I didn’t really enjoy the harshness of the grading on punctuation [such as?].  Taking points off for misspelling or an apostrophe doesn’t show our understanding for the content but it’s still effecting our grade. [welcome to college! students should learn the importance of these basic things before college because they will matter in the “real world”]
· Narrow down sources to just a few books/sources [we already did], too many different sources made it difficult to pivot from learning objective to learning objective. [??]
· Having homework assignments posted earlier than the day they’re assigned. You can’t ever get a head only stay right on track.  Sometimes it’s nice to be able to work ahead.
· One thing I would change about the course would be the option to work ahead in the course, it would give the chance to stay ahead if students get busy with other school work. [all study guides and viewing guides were made available at the start of the semester]
· wrap up the end of the Holocaust in more detail.  Felt that we moved on too quickly. 
· I would change the picky grading; caps, punctuation, some spelling, format, etc. [everything’s open notes and most terms are spelled on the study guides, this isn’t “picky” it’s called being held accountable and being a college student].  It just dragged our grades down even though we knew & studied the material everyday. [so students who spell correctly deserve the same points as those who do not?  that doesn’t seem fair, does it?]
· Allow at least some sort of make up points for missed classes due to hospitalization, even if only partial points.  People can’t always help being stuck in the hospital & unable to leave it.  (Bonus points help, sure, but it’s incredibly difficult to catch back up to the former good grade w/ only bonus points to help regain the lost ones. [at 22% extra credit you would have to miss more than one in every five classes for this to be true; all students were offered the option to have lots of extra credit or opt out of the extra credit in favor of make up quizzes (but BOTH were not an option).]
· I would suggest spending more time on government rulings in other examples shown throughout the course.
· Having a quiz every day, I think they are necessary but would be better if it was all on one day each week. [so students could skip the other days when they knew there would be no quiz and no accountability?]
· I would want more coverage on Joseph Stalin.
· I liked the in-class writing, but I would have liked some more out of class.  It allows you to research about some subjects more and really think about it.
· Poor atmosphere for question asking—slower lecture pace?  [how many questions did you ask during the semester in class, out of class, in writing, or e-mail?]
· The course was fast learning compaired to other courses at Kirkwood.
· I would change of order of the genocides because switching from the Holocaust & back to the form recent genocides confused me. [??]
· If students are able to provide evidence of missing class for other reasons, then just military service or school activities for allowing quizzes to be made up even for half credit would be more fair. 
· Have all videos have subtitles. It was hard to take notes without subtitles to help spell something [viewing guides had all key names and terms correctly spelled that appeared on the quizzes]
· I mean in all honesty I would change the pace of how it’s being taught.  Towards the end of the term, I felt like we crammed a few more genocides and I was getting confused.
· Not having students watch 1 hours documentaries with 1 class notice.  Have a schedule so it is easier for students to plan how much time will be needed for this class.  Be more considerate of students outside lives & time. 
· Speaking/teaching completely of a topic/topics and then have quizzes/papers due instead of doing quizzes and then finishing the entire class of learning about what we were quizzed over. [??]
· Some of the documentaries were hard to get done in 1 day b/c they were so long [most were less than 1 hour], maybe assign longer videos over 2 class periods.  But it was pretty easy to get assignments done. 

Additional Comments:
· I really enjoyed this course so much.  You are a really great teacher and very knowledgeable.  I feel like I have learned so much more than other history classes.  Thank you for teaching such a great class.
· Make it so you can miss one class without your grade dropping 5% because you miss a quiz and in-class writing [22% bonus??] Actually show you believe in your students rather than telling us how much work this class will be & how many students can’t handle it. [??]

History of Science
What would you KEEP about this course & why?
· This course is well constructed to build each skill described above.  The instructor is very well equipped to continue this course.
· I would keep the way that you teach it because it was a real wake up call, to me, for what is needed for success in college.
· All info, very interesting course.
· The very informative teacher.
· Open notes style of quiz & testing.
· I would keep the readings as they provide information.  I would keep the in class writings as they improve comprehension of materials.  I enjoy not having bubble exams.
· I think everything about the course should stay the same. The level of work assigned is not too much, with time management it is easily doable.  If the time is put in, it’s easy to get an A.  I really feel like Dr. Yost’s teaching helped me learn.
· Videos, open notes, chapter readings & textbooks, lectures, almost all of it.  I’ve learned more here than in many other history classes.
· Book readings & videos, with the correlation between the two sources it boosted the possibilities of me to remember information.
· This course was fine how it is.

What is the MOST IMPORTANT thing you learned in this course?
· Proper time management and good note taking.
· I enjoyed learning about how theories of evolution and organisms changing changed over time.
· I learned how to actually study.  I think this class allows students to experience “college.” This was not a walk in the park.  One must read, write & study in order to do well.
· The entire semester I learned SO MUCH, really interesting historical facts.  This class pushed me to apply my time properly.
· Albert Einstein how his life was & how he came up with his ideas.
· The ideas of geology.
· To be on top of my homework and not procrastinate.
· Einstein work and the atomic bomb.
· History is science and the people behind it.  We underestimate & never think about what we have or have been given.
· How to look at history without present day knowledge interfering.

What would you CHANGE about this course & why?
· Nothing, this course is wonderful and a great experience revolving around the material and the professor.
· Nothing, all expectations and assignments were clear from the beginning.
· More handouts/physical copies.
· I’d like to talk more about the history of anatomy & physiology as I enjoy learning about the body and its history.
· add more information about transition between classical science and modern physics.
· I would like more emphasis on geology & paleontology because I want to be a paleontologist.
· Maybe lessen amount of content, it was a lot to learn and I would’ve liked to go into more detail about certain subjects.
· Not sure.
· Maybe study guides for excerpts readings.  Not always as readable as books (hard reading).  Maybe videos to go along w/ it or help further understanding. 
· Have a form of make up points if presented a heads up, instead of only having the option of extra credit.  [please read the contract again, everyone had the option of lots of extra credit OR make ups if they talked with me but NOT both]

Additional Comments:
· This class is fantastic.  At the beginning it seems intimidating, but when I found my flow the expectations were achieved.  Read, take good notes and ask questions—hard work is rewarded in this class via open notes quizzes/exams.  I would 100% recommend this class (to those who will try) & I would take a class with Dr. Yost again.
· Dr. Yost has allowed me to grow as a student.  This class was not required for my degree but I am interested in where scientific ideas came from & why things are the way they are. I believe that this class has allowed me to learn how to take meaningful notes & retain what is taught/read.  I’ve never had to try in school as teachers handed us packets that had all the test questions in them with the correct bubble answer.  Same order, same format, no student growth.
· The class was challenging, felt pressured to go to class, even when ill b/c the possibility of a quiz & writing practice every class period. [?? don’t come to class sick, there’s more than enough cushion with 20+% extra credit opportunities].  Fear of losing points was strong.  But I learned so much, pushed myself, and I am grateful for your time & teachings.  Thank you.
· pay more attention to possible in class questions.  Most questions are forced to be asked outside of class, which could hinder a students understanding. [?? we don’t have time always to address every question in class; it’s unclear how asking questions outside class would hinder understanding]

Ancient Mediterranean World
What would you KEEP about this course & why?
· I would keep the course load.  It forces students to pay attention, and take good notes, most importantly—to do the work.
· All the quizzes helped me get my grade up
· The essay quizzes, the way it forces you to put together the information in an efficient way is one of the best exercises I have ever had for improving writing and general thinking ability.
· The videos, felt more involving then just readings.
· The daily quizzes and intensive note taking is extremely helpful in building note taking and reading skills not often taught in high school.
· I would keep the external reading & viewing sources because they offer a fresh outlook on the information.
· The amount of work outside of class prompts actual learning and absorbing the material.  This I enjoyed as I think history is fascinating.
· The videos for some of the homework.  It is a nice break from reading but still educational and often entertaining.

What is the MOST IMPORTANT thing you learned in this course?
· The fact that all history is important to understanding how we got here today.
· I learned to what a college class is like.
· The ability to synthesize information and our massive connection to ancient Greece and Rome.
· Fighting styles of the ancient Greeks and Romans.
· Why we should care about and learn about the past and the benefits we can gain from history.
· That history is necessary and it still applies to everyday life.  I also learned a new responsibility with my classes from this class.
· That history is a fascinating subject that can be interpreted falsely.  And a keen eye is required to see what is really happening between the lines.

What would you CHANGE about this course & why?
· To be honest, I can’t think of anything.
· Nothing I can think of.
· I think the late penalty can be sometimes to penalizing.  -10 points for being a minute late is very frustrating, understood the point behind it though. [it’s also very frustrating for the teacher when students are late to class over and over again, this is incentivizing being on time]
· There should be more practice IDs and Quotes.  Since they are a large chunk of the written portion of the exam, there should be a bit more practice [we only have a certain amount of time in the semester, students were consistently urged to practice more outside of class time as well]
· I would change the lecture style, including more questions in class would keep everyone engaged.
· Maybe get students more involved during class time. [easier said than done in a small class that meets at 9 am, but a great idea]
· The exams don’t have a lot of time to contemplate your work [??].  This applies to class in that I feel there isn’t a lot of time to ask questions for those curious [?? questions are always welcomed outside of class, in writing, via e-mail, etc.]
· I don’t know.  Maybe putting grades on Talon or losing 10 additional points for missing class. [??]

Additional Comments:
· I am very grateful for this class.  I feel like I learned so much more about what it takes to complete a college course from this class and I will work harder in my other classes as a result.
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	Yes 
	No
	Not Sure
	

	Reading
	1300
	195
	149
	

	Writing
	1255
	214
	181
	

	Note-taking
	1517
	69
	57
	

	Interpretation
	1402
	80
	161
	

	Historical thinking
	1541
	39
	64
	

	Critical analysis
	1373
	68
	215
	

	Time management
	   1137
	174
	147
	% Yes

	TOTALS
	9525
	839
	      974
	84.0



