Course Feedback (Spring 2005)

Did this course help develop or strengthen the following skills?

[65 surveys total]

Yes

No

Not sure

Reading


50

8

7

Writing


44

14

7

Note-taking


60

5

0
Interpretation

56

3

6

Historical thinking
62

0

3


Critical analysis

53

3

9

Student Comments (Spring 2005)

Europe: Age of Nationalism

What would you KEEP about this course & why?

Everything.  The course was as tough or easy as you wanted it to be.

My note taking skills because I really learned what worked best for me.

The activities like: group work, in-class writings, movie clips & worksheets.  I enjoyed all of these!

The vastness of the subjects discussed.  It contributes to the build up of my knowledge...

I would keep the daily quizzes.  It really kept me focused on the class and helped me to maintain my interest.  I really feel like I learned a lot in this class.  I feel much more prepared to discuss history with associations of mine and feel confident that I know what I am talking about.  All the materials you used were helpful and interesting.  Your teaching is thought provoking and kept me challenged.

The history knowledge I have gained in this class has helped my understand what really happened in the past.

Keep the presentation of material in class the same and the exams too.  The in-class material shows a side that the book doesn't.  The exams demonstrate real understanding.

I like all the cartoons, posters and propaganda examples.  They are very effective in placing us in the mind frame that many people were in back then.  They are also examples of the bold strokes taken by each "side" in history.  Best history class I ever took.

The films and audio clips.  They provided a better understanding of people and events and were more interesting to see and hear than reading them in a book.

Great multimedia lectures.
Documentaries & films.  excellent sources of info/comparisons.

I really enjoyed the wide variety of sources we used in and outside of class; it wasn't just a bunch of reading or using a general search on the web to get information--the videos, posters, maps, and audio clips as well as our two textbooks really helped bring history alive in order to appreciate it more.

I like the material that is covered outside of the book.  It brings history into circumstances that are easier to relate to.

The films and visual examples, help bring the text into clearer picture & better understanding.

I would keep the reading quizzes, that way you know who understands the reading.

The material because it related together & helped me understand the whole picture.

The frequent reading quizzes because it was a chance to gain points as well as use what you have learned.

Reading quizzes and in-class writings, they kept me involved.

Reading quizzes--helped motivate me to read assignments.  Layout of tests--let me express what I know rather than try and surprise me.

What is the MOST IMPORTANT thing you learned in this course?

learning, not only history but any course, isn't memorizing facts, but understanding information.

Stay caught up w/ reading & note taking.  The context of European/World history.

How to put things into context with things the rest of history & how to see from a bigger picture and connect events.

The historical thinking.

To write good notes.

I understand much about WWI & WWII, two important historical events that I never understood before.

"History is Not the Past"  I learned that you need to understand the context and big picture of why something happened, not just the facts.

I learned efficient note-taking, and a good grasp of recent history.

The understanding of the "Big Picture" of history.  Not date & names but understand why what happened in history.

Probably how the rise of totalitarianism changed the world.  I imagine life would be different for many people if Hitler, Stalin, Mussolini, etc. had never risen to power.

I learned about why my life is the way it is.  I have such a greater understanding for the world and even in the U. S. and why things happened here.  For example, I now understand more fully why we got so involved in fighting communism as to enter into Vietnam.

I thought history was interesting when it was just reading and memorizing dates, so this class was really interesting!  Therefore the most important thing I learned in this course was how everything in history is connected & how it effects us even today.  And how if you don't understand early history--problems in the Middle East, Russia's problems, and China's current condition would not make any sense.

How to respect history for what it is and not how I think it should have been.

A deeper understanding of what I have already known increasing my overall knowledge of history.

To keep on the reading, once you get behind it will be that wasy until new material is started.

That note-taking is very important.

Interpretation. I enjoyed this class a lot.  I learned a bunch and I think it has made me a better teacher.  Thanks!

The causes of WWI.

I learned how little I really know about the world and the way it is.  This works as a motivator for me so it's really in inspiration.  If you don't understand history then you don't understand the world today.

What would you CHANGE about this course & why?

I would change the amount of writing on the last exam.  I am afraid I will not have time to complete it & miss out on the full amount of points possible.

maybe change something so that we don't have to take 10 pages of notes every night.

Nothing to change.

I wouldn't change anything.  It takes time to get used to the amount of time and work you have to do, but overall it helped out a lot.

The amount of propaganda & movie/documentary material because it became redundant after a while.

I would like more time spent on post-World War II Europe and the struggle of the Cold War.  I feel that they were thrown in hastily at the end.

The only thing that could be changed for the better is not really a change, just an add-on.  It would be nice to have more discussion about certain things--topics such as ideologies, philosophies, etc.  I understand it's hard to get a good discussion going when there's limited time and perhaps no one want to talk.

Less emphasis on the essay, perhaps brake it down in to more questions with shorter responses.  The current essay commits me to only a portion of what was studied.

The three-hour class is a little too much information in a single night.  Other than that, there isn't too much to be changed.

more class discussions (tough in a class of 4)

Have more class discussion about the reading to help understand the bigger picture.

You seem detached from us.  It would help if you could be more of a friend to your students.  I think that people would find

it more enjoyable.  I feel insignificant and unimportant when class is as formal as this.  I don't think you would lose control of this class if you did this.

Not to assign more reading the day before an exam.

Reading quizzes make them more like exams.  This would better prepare students for the essays.

The reading quizzes.  Some of the questions were informative but I thought a lot of the questions weren't important to the overall picture of history at that time.

less reading quizzes because we had so many of them I would rather take tests.

Fewer reading quizzes--makes it too easy to get a good grade.

Europe: Age of Monarchy

What would you KEEP about this course & why?

Everything, I don’t see how you could pick just one part of this course.  Everything about it flows together.

Higher expectations than other courses/teachers.

Everything because all that we study is very important to know.  It shows were we came from and why we are like what we are today.

I would keep all of the handout assignments and the pictures and first hand sources.  These things really let us as students by beyond analysis of the text and makes us try to connect messages from one reading/picture to another.  I would keep the daily assignment of answering IDs and quotes!  This is good preparation for the tests.

I would keep everything the same, I love this class, and I am actually taking Europe-Revolution with you next year.

I would keep all of the class activities that we did.  Doing them in groups is a good idea because it helps you see other interpretations.

I know this if pretty generic, but I would keep everything.  The course has taught me things about Europe that I never would have known.  It has taught me how society today was developed over hundreds and hundreds of years.

The reading quizzes because this class makes you disciplined to make sure you come to class and do the work.

I would keep the course an “essay test” course.  It was easier to base the essays on the major concepts rather than answer multiple choice questions on details.

I would keep the reading quizzes because I feel that they help to test the student on what he/she has read.  I would also keep the homework assignments, it helps to emphasize facts learned and bring other points into view.  Lastly, I would keep the watching of documentaries for visual learning and entertainment!

I would keep the in-class writing assignments that involved practice IDs and quotations because it helped prepare for the exam.

The reading quizzes because they help your grade a lot.

The daily activities & reading quizzes.

I would keep daily reading assignments and frequent quizzes.  It assures that the reading and note taking must be done, an in turn prepares throughout the course for understanding.

The visual aids and clips.  Also, the quiz and test format.

The amount of reading and the quizzes, the handouts; they all stress what was learned in the text.

The need for note taking, and reading quizzes.  This makes people either take notes and come to class or fail.

The reading quizzes and the articles with questions.  The reading quizzes and reading articles help to learn the information.

Keep the reading quizzes w/ bonus points very helpful

The note taking for reading quiz points, and the book was really good.  This really helped me learn and was a good way to gain points other than tests.

Reading quiz—powerful motivation to take thorough notes.  Small writing assignments help me get a broader understanding.

It’s pretty solid.  I don’t think I would change a thing.  Keep everything how it is.  Except for time restraints on quizzes/tests.

Mr. Yost—he cares about people learning the content and is fair minded.

Your form of teaching rocks.  Everything you talk about in class is very easy to remember because of the way you teach and the things you put on the screen.

I like the discussions in class.

In-class lecture very interesting, instructor stayed un-biased.

Lots of different ways of looking at history.

I’d keep a lot of my notes and handouts because there is a lot of important & interesting stories I’ve learned from them.

The textbook

I would keep things as they were, honestly I thought this course worked fine.

What is the MOST IMPORTANT thing you learned in this course?

Learning is up to the individual, you have to put in the work to get out the knowledge.  It’s not just about what and when it happened but how that was significant.

Teaching is something that takes great talent to do successfully.  You definitely have this talent.  The course gave me more than useless trivia, by far one of the most beneficial courses I’ve ever taken.  Keep up the good work.

I just learned that even if a class is hard, if you show up & do the work you can make it through

To be very diligent.  You must work hard in order to succeed.  Thank you for pushing us to succeed.  It is good to have an instructor that has expectations!  At least ones that he/she expects to be followed through with.

Not to take it again.  You are a great teacher who deserves the respect of all of your students.  Although I didn’t care a lot for this class, I respect your opinions and teaching ability.

I definitely learned some very, very important time management skills for myself.  Taking this class, 2 other Kirkwood classes, and 6 at ___________ along with my extracurricular activities begs for time management.  Most importantly though, I learned how to better analyze.  This class was a definite eye-opener for me.  I’ve always gotten A’s, even here at Kirkwood just sliding by.  From your class I’ve learned, the hard way, that up ahead lies some hard courses and hard work.  I definitely respect your class and your ability not to be persuaded by students.  You make, or have made, each of us as student gather the grade we deserve…

That history changes over time, and it’s explained by what we think we get from it.

That it is important to take multiple views on the various subjects.

I learned that history can be interesting and fun to learn about.

How Christianity has had many influences throughout past years.  That the religion has been shaped from what it was originally.  European history is an interesting subject in general.  Many important things were learned.

People in the Middle Ages were not necessarily stupid!

About my own faith and others.  Respect for one’s opinion.  The class was awesome I actually recommended it to a couple of people.

How to study.

How to effectively take notes.

Note-taking.

Reading for understanding EVERYDAY!

How to evaluate readings correctly and take notes on them.

I learned how to think critically, as well as to interpret & analyze historical sources.

To spread out homework instead of doing it all at once.

That history is not just a bunch of facts, the class really helped me with looking at the “Big Picture.”

I learned to rely more on facts and less on broad statements, which was always something I struggled with.

Probably historical thinking and analysis

History is made up of different interpretations.

To pay attention and find deeper meaning in concepts.

How to take new material and thoroughly examine and interpret it, so I could apply it.

What would you CHANGE about this course & why?

Emphasis on why students don't care should stay.  If they show no interest, let them drop, if they care they'll seek advice.

I would change the essay tests.  I know that it's unique to your class somewhat, but it feels to me there is never good enough analyzing for me, mainly because I'm weak at the skill.  The time limits are really difficult as well.  I don't know how you'd change it, but maybe.

Assign the reading on a weekly basis instead of a daily basis so there is some flexibility with the schedule.

Less reading per night, but other than that I'd leave everything the same.

More classroom time.  I always felt that we were trying to rush through to fit everything in.

I feel like things move really fast, and it's hard to in take all of the reading.

Instead of quizzing whether the reading was done, review with an outline what the learning goals are.

Group review before tests would be helpful, because even though things build on one another it's hard to put pieces back together after a few months.

If anything I would have done less group work because it seemed more like it was just for the purpose of being in a group, rather than genuinely needing other opinions.

Sometimes, its seems we talk about writing too much, like a writing class.

I would actually have more reading quizzes to help people stay on track.

Too frequent reading quizzes.  There was no way to study, way to broad possibilities for questions on the test.

Add a few catch up days--once you get behind it is hard to catch up.

More time for tests/quizzes

The essays.  I don't think I am retaining anything from writing essays.  I think that they are a good idea for papers to write, put not as tests

Some of the assignments, it was more like busy work than an actual asset in helping learn the material.  There were too many.

A way to make up reading quizzes that an individual has missed and is authorized by the teacher

I would change the format of the exams by adding in one more section--source analysis, such as those given as homework assignments, because I feel that these really test a student's ability to interpret such sources.  In return, these could replace the identification of quotes.

I don't think I would change anything.

Not a darn thing.

Absolutely nothing, I believe everyone needs to be challenged.

I would not change anything.  Because it is a good solid class!

Nothing.

Nothing.

Nothing comes immediately to mind.

History of Science
What would you KEEP about this course & why?

Just wanted to say thank you for an excellent semester of History of Science.  I really appreciate all the effort you put in to making the class informative and interesting.  All the handouts, computer presentations, study guides, and in-class videos together with your great teaching style enabled me to have an enjoyable learning experience.  Thanks!

I couldn’t stand history classes before this semester, now I look forward to taking more.  I like how outside factors largely effect historical acts and how you presented them.

The feedback that is given on homework and exams.  It allows people to be able to know what the key aspects are and helps to gauge if understanding is there.  Reading quizzes help in seeing if important parts of the reading are being learned.

Everything.  I have learned a lot of information on a lot of people (whom I didn't know existed or think very important) & books.

I like the logic of test taking with essays.  Keep the reading quizzes as they are.

I like the reading quizzes and the extra points.  They really help you out.

The note taking and reading, it makes everything easier to learn and remember.  Also the use of notes on tests.

The class discussions & writing assignments!  The documentaries and handouts were interesting as well.

I like the explanation of eugenics and how/why it came about.  I like they explanation of how the Nazis rose to power and why they thought what they were doing was good.  I never had a good understanding of why the Nazis did what they did, but now I feel I have a better understanding.

The books that were used because even though some were a difficult read, they helped with understanding many concepts that were discussed in class.

The curriculum was good.  I liked the handouts.  The handouts expanded on what was in the books.

How to apply thought to history w/out the presentism aspect involved.

Info regarding Einstein, Darwin, and early philosophy

The Darwin book, I found it very interesting.

What is the MOST IMPORTANT thing you learned in this course?

I really need to stay on top of my studies to get the grades I want.

Either learning to take more complete notes or putting historical events in context, to look at why people did what they did.

You must force yourself to have discipline when learning.  You can't memorize facts, you must interpret them.  Great class!  Thank you!

Definitely good notes result in good grades.

History can by interesting.

The most important thing I learned was to look at history through the eyes of one who was there and not through my own views.

The idea of interpreting the past and understanding it right.  I really enjoyed the class and I learned a lot of history from it.

Only interpreting something within its historical context give you the "Big Picture."

To observe history more openly.

How to take better notes

How to take notes better.

How to do an essay.
What would you CHANGE about this course & why?

I think learning out of a book is a little easier than watching videos, so maybe not so many videos should be shown if their are readings available.

I would say to work in groups more in class.

More group activities, in order to meet more classmates.

I would change having open notes and the structure on the essays & IDs.  I don't think having someone trying to write an essay over such general questions helped me.  I think having multiple shorter ones would help some people.

Don't change anything, the only thing I think will be difficult is the paper for the final exam, but it is take home.

Reviewing because we spent very little time before the exams to have in-class discussions on what would be helpful to know for the exam.

Less quizzes.

Bigger desks.

More papers.  As to give people like myself that have test anxiety.  I believe this would have shown my understanding of a given subject.

I would reduce the amount of reading.  This class could be a 6-credit course.  2 semesters is a lot jammed into a full course.  It makes it difficult to retain long term.

Move slower on the first book.

I would make attendance less enforced by in class writing.  My bias is my less than pristine health myself.
