Course Feedback (Spring 2006)

[Surveys: 66]
Did this course help develop or strengthen the following skills?





Yes

No

Not sure

Reading


54

8

4

Writing


51

8

7
Note-taking


59

4

3
Time management
51

6

9


Interpretation

60

2

4
Historical thinking
64

0

2


Critical analysis

56

0

10

Student Comments (Spring 2006)

Europe: Age of Nationalism
What would you KEEP about this course & why?

The reading quizzes and testing, because it keeps you aware of what is going on in the class.  And doesn’t allow someone to slack off.

The reading quizzes, help to keep up with reading.

The reading quizzes, the exams, the pamphlets & info sheets, the videos—help develop learning very well and help you to make yourself learn the material well.

The testing, it really covers the whole idea of our discussions & readings.  I like the format of your test, it is fairly difficult but I think that is good.

Keep the essay-formatted exams, and open notes.  It really helps one understand and retain information in the course.

I would keep the exams the same way they are.  Even though it takes a lot of preparation and time management, I feel as though I learned quite a bit.  You were right when you said you don’t learn history through multiple choice tests.

Essay tests—shows better understanding of information, forces students to learn events & happenings, not just numbers and dates.

Tests, readings.

I enjoyed having more that just lecture.  This is the only history class I have learned a lot from.  I also like the big picture questions and being able to see the connections between past events.

I like the structure of the class in terms of reading & writing amount.  I believe it is doable & acceptable.  I like watching documentaries & other interesting videos that connect to our reading.

Using movies as a tactic for learning along with reading.  Helped me picture things better.

The incorporation of the documentaries and videos to supplement the reading and the books.

The entire curriculum is so detailed & thought provoking—I have enjoyed this so much.  Using all kinds of sources & showing the worldview (instead of memorizing dates) made it a memorable learning experience.  Don’t change it at all.

The format, I really enjoyed being able to go in depth into the history beyond the textbook.

Without knowing history people would totally misconstrue the how and why of important things in the making of today’s world.

History can be thought of in terms of trends and examples of trends.  A better understanding of world events and the long term effects they have.  That we have a very high standard of living compared to the great majority of the past.

I would keep Mr. Yost, it is clear that he cares about the material and that we understand it correctly.

What is the MOST IMPORTANT thing you learned in this course?

That there is always something bigger behind historical events than it seems.
History is not simply facts.

I have a clearer understanding of the interwar period and how it all connects to today.  I realize that these eras are more recent than I originally thought.

Different connections of events that have happened historically.  Also how much I need to manage my time better.

That history can be interesting and is fundamental to understanding today and hopefully tomorrow.

Viewing history as many events that contributed to a larger picture.

The ability to think critically about the scope of events and the causes and aftermath of them.

Sometimes large tasks seem extremely daunting and it is hard for me to get motivated to do them, but through this class I learned how gratifying it is to complete them.  I enjoyed this class (not at first) but it has come to be my favorite class.  Funny how that works.

You cannot keep up in class if you don’t read.  Take notes even if you cannot use them in class because they help you better understand.

The importance of European History and why things are the way they are in the world today.

Historical context, interpretation, connecting events in history.

I have a better understanding of European history

A better understanding of historic world events.

A lot about history and how it is still affecting us.

That multiple choice exams failed me all through high school—I’ve retained so much more information this semester & actually LEARNED the material than ANY other history course I’ve taken.  I’ve thoroughly enjoyed taking your class this semester.  I’ve understood so much more this semester than others.

The connection of all these events—it makes it so much more interesting to see how it all fits (this is the first time I’ve ever used a whole notebook for 1 class).

There’s no black and white especially w/ history.  There’s good and bad, we have to find the balance.

Take good notes.

What would you CHANGE about this course & why?

I wouldn’t change anything.

I really can’t think of anything.  This is the most organized and prepared instructor I’ve had.

Nothing.

Nothing.

At first I would have said the essay tests but now I see that is the only way to learn history.  I would change nothing.

There isn’t much I would change about this course.  Maybe for exams have a section about identifying political cartoons. . . That might be interesting to see on exams.

Nothing—if people cannot rise to the occasion of getting an education then they deserve what they get.

I would hand out the reading assignments at the beginning of each section.

Maybe more practice with quotations since I felt that I wasn’t getting enough review before the test.

Add more preparation for exams, because they can be very difficult compared to the rest of class.

More discussion of textbook

At the beginning of the semester you cam across as a very strict teacher, but as it went along you became more laid back and let you sense of humor show through.  Start off the semester with this attitude, you won’t scare the students.

Having class one day a week for 3 hours can be very difficult, reading assignments tend to seem large especially when tackled at one time.

Not having timed quizzes.

Not so much reading & notetaking.

I wouldn’t have taken a night class, a history class that met more than once a week would have been better.

The tests I would give more time to take them.

The reading quizzes, I can’t take good notes at all & I can’t answer blanks well.  I would rather explain myself fully & not have to worry about certain words I’m missing.  I think there were too many of them as well.

More multiple choice, just kidding ( give out stress balls for hand strengthening skills.

A lesson plan handed out at the beginning of the semester, access to powerpoint slides would be nice because it is hard to write them all down, a little more structure to instructors notes.
History of Science
What would you KEEP about this course & why?

Everything.  This is the first class that meets my expectations of what college courses should be like.

Everything.  Essay format is very effective in forcing the students to learn the subject.  Very effective, I learned more in this class than I think I ever have in a previous class.

I think I would keep everything the same.  This course is very good for students to learn how science developed.

This course is just fine.  The book were good.

Keep the readings, the books were excellent.

The books chosen for the course are good teaching and learning tools.

The quizzes, simply b/c that will keep students on top of things such as reading and notetaking.

The reading quizzes and the reading.  As much as people don’t like to read and take a quiz, it really helps you to learn and remember people and places.

Reading quizzes ( frequent quizzes keep students reading the assignments and gives extra points for those that do their assignments.

I would keep the reading quizzes.  They helped me stay on track.

The reading quizzes are a good way to keep students on top of their reading.

I would keep the daily quizzes and readings.

Reading quizzes and daily writing/in class assignments.  They helped maintain discipline and to make sure that concepts are understood through writing.

Keep the reading quizzes.  Without them I would have probably fallen behind on the reading.

The essays.  They make you think about the topics much more than the traditional multiple-choice.

Reading assignments, quizzes, class writing develop & improve writing & comprehension.

Handouts were helpful outside of reading.

The note-taking, it helps to remember things easier and makes thoughts more organized.

The handouts because they proved to be very helpful for everyday class and for the exams.

Always make people read!

Some history can be fun to read about.  Einstein was funnier and more down to earth than I thought.  Newton was way more out there than I thought.

What is the MOST IMPORTANT thing you learned in this course?

How to read, take-notes, & analyze all at the same time.  I used to be able to get away without reading.  This was the first class that I have read all of the required reading material.

The most important thing I learned was to prioritize my life.  This class was very demanding.  The other most important thing was presentism.  Not to take what I know now & use it in the past because it’s not relevant to a previous time.

Failure is part of success.

History is not just facts, but the circumstances under which these extraordinary happenings occurred.

Better reading and note-taking skills.  Learning how to learn history more effectively.

How to look at the “big picture” and put all of the ideas together to form it.

The importance of understanding prior events to interpret the meaning/use of future events/ideas/inventions.

History isn’t just facts and you need to keep that in mind while you do the readings.

Historical analysis—thinking about the CONTEXT of the facts, not using presentism to assume a person was “ahead of his/her time.”

Presentism.

Concept of presentism vs. contextualism

That taking notes and reading the assignments are important to get a good grade.

It is very important to read if you want to do well in the class.

A lot!  Theories I never knew, most importantly I learned a lot about people and how to actually appreciate history and it not bore me. (!!

Everything, from the scientific revolution to Darwin and evolution and now to Albert Einstein & E=mc2.  I have a better understanding of all this than I ever had before.

The age of Aristotle and how things were back in his days I believe are important to know, just for common knowledge.

Scientific revolution in the field of anatomy and physics.

The most important thing for anyone to learn from it is that religion and science weren’t always separate and still don’t have to be.

Science is kind of cool.

The entire meaning and story behind E= mc2.  This not only gave me information I didn’t know, but also very useful information to know about.

What would you CHANGE about this course & why?

Nothing.  If people want to learn about history in depth this is a good way to learn

None.

Nothing.

Nothing really.

Nothing. It works.

I don’t think I would change anything about this class.

Some of the questions on the quizzes were vague ( so if you didn’t pick a particular sentence to write your notes on you might miss the question.

Make the tests not so extensive.  I always have time finishing them in the given time.

Slightly better organization of class timeline.  Darwin’s life & work took up a large chunk of class leaving little time for emphasis on Albert Einstein.

I would try and slow things down a little bit and not rush through each book as fast. . .

Might want to make it 4 hours a week.  This would give the instructor more time to go over material.

Videos/documentaries are entertaining, but I think using them in a more focused way, like the “Inherit the Wind” clip only showing a brief portion to highlight an interpretation.  Sometimes I felt like NOVA was teaching the class—or reviewing the class, what had already been taught.

Maybe more in depth study on pre-human ancestors although that is a personal interest.

Make more points concrete, right or wrong questions rather than subjective essays that could go either way depending on what the instructor thinks.

How reading quizzes seemed to have some questions that didn’t follow the study guide.  This made it hard to try and remember everything from the book since we couldn’t of known what was on the quiz.

Have more student/class involvement, there is some already but more time to discuss as a class would help, make people volunteer.

Point value on tests, the essays needed to be a little more equivalent to the other 2 parts.

Give us some multiple choice quizzes for the reading quizzes.  Remembering names and dates can be annoying.  Notes help, but multiple choice is fun!!! Yeah!

Not so much emphasis on the evolution theories.  A lot of people don’t like to accept it and read about it, in turn not learn about it and not do as well in the class.

The amount of reading was huge.  It was hard to keep up with this class reading & other classes.

Wasn’t reading for first quiz or test.  It was explained but I still wasn’t ready.  Class notes were hard to take, notes on board didn’t flow, and I had to spend more time listening than writing.
Europe: Age of Monarchy

What would you KEEP about this course & why?

I liked everything; it was so different from my high school history and challenged me so much more which was awesome.

Everything, it works.

Excellent in class discussions.

The in-class lecture and work is great.

The structure( I always knew what I was supposed to do and when.

Clearly knowing what’s expected.

I liked most every part of this course.  I would keep the tests nearly the same, I liked the quizzes & especially the extra credit!!!
I would keep the reading quizzes because they are a great way to bump your grade up a bit.

Test & quizzes format, open notes.

The reading and reading quizzes, they help bring out the important points in the chapter.

The open notes on quiz and tests, lot of information awarded by well taken notes.

Reading quizzes because they encourage reading.

Daily reading quizzes caused us to do the readings and take notes.  Forces us to either learn the subject or drop the class.

The reading quizzes, they were nice for getting extra credit.

I would keep the note-taking and the quizzes after the reading.  I also like the videos in class.  It adds another dimension to learning.

The documentaries and the practice you gave us.

How to summarize and take out the main points.

I enjoy the movies/primary sources/& discussions in class.  I also liked that there were 4 bonus points available on each quiz which make it possible to have a challenging quiz but also get a decent grade on it.

I like having documentaries to sort of review what we have read/lectured on.  I hope I retain some of what I learned.

The documentaries and writing assignments were helpful in expanding on some of the main ideas that were addressed in class.

What is the MOST IMPORTANT thing you learned in this course?

How to read, take notes, & analyze all at the same time.  I’ve always been able to slide by in my classes & never have to open the textbook.  This is really the first textbook I’ve truly had to read.

Work ethic pays off in knowledge.

Challenges only improve your knowledge!

How to manage my time and why you can’t accept historical texts as absolute fact.

That you have to work really hard and spend a lot of time to keep up in this class.

Think critically and analyzing works.

History is interpretation of the time.  And like time, history can change as interpretations change.

The best way to learn about an event is to go to the primary source, but look out because the author had an agenda.

How to really connect everything and to use my own interpretation( not just memorize.

Interpreting history, analyzing it better.

How important it is to interpret history and not to just know facts.

That you can’t take everything at face value, knowing as much as you can about a subject is the best way to deduce what really happened.

History is an interpretation of the past, and you have to critique all that you hear, read, see.

How events are interrelated.

How history has shaped the world, & how it is important.

History changes, but the events of the past stay the same.

I learned the history is affected by the present as well as the past.

I thoroughly enjoyed this course.  I wasn’t quite sure at first, I figured that I would hate it, and hate the work, but through reading I developed an enjoyment and respect for the subject matter.  Thank you very much.

That all classes, not just this one, should be given the time to be prepared prior to class.
Organization & good note-taking in all open note class can get you a long way.

How to better write notes.

What would you CHANGE about this course & why?
I can’t think of anything.

Nothing.

Nothing.

Nothing.

Nothing—students need to be challenged.

I wouldn’t cover quite as long of a time period.

The amount of time for exams.

Fewer videos.

I would give a little more info on what exactly we should be focusing on in the essay. . .

I would add some fill in the blank questions to the test and probably some multiple choice . . .ha ha (
More group discussions & class discussions.

The HW is a bit much, but it keeps us on our toes.

Less homework, more fun assignment about the topic we are on.

The only thing I ever complained about was the reading assignments.  Maybe not so much homework.

The amount of notes & reading assignments were very difficult to keep up with at times, because there was so much content to read through.  Some of the questions on writing assignments weren’t very clear.

The amount of notes assigned a night.  Ten pages of notes almost a night to too much to handle.

I little more review before the exam . . .?  Why, to make me a little less stressed prior to exams, just being selfish.

I think it would be interesting if for every chapter the students would get to pick a specific person in the chapter, and then write a 1-2 page report for 10 points.  

Having reading quizzes the day after an assignment or not at all.  Encourage constant reading, but not jumping around of discussion.

