Course Feedback (Spring 2008)

[Surveys: 70]
Did this course help develop or strengthen the following skills?





Yes

No

Not sure

Reading


59

3

8
Writing


62

1

7
Note-taking


66

1

3
Time management
57

6

7


Interpretation

64

1

5
Historical thinking
67

2

1


Critical analysis

63

0

7

Europe: Age of Monarchy
What would you KEEP about this course & why?

The discipline of this class is a good tool to improve students' learning habits.  I would keep it all, I feel so much more prepared for future classes because of the preparation involved in this class.

I would keep primarily my reading skills that I have learned.  The reason being that I didn't really read much before...

My reading and time management skills because I didn’t know how to do it well, but I’ve learned for other classes.

I enjoyed the pace of this course, it never allowed me to slough off.  I have a tendency to procrastinate, and this was great for [combating] that.  I also enjoy that we used various forms of media to prove points, not just a textbook.

Difficulty.  Made studying a must, thus forcing students to learn the material.

Daily quizzes!  They force the reading to happen and help note-taking skills.  The course in general is what I would model my own class after.

The extensive reading and note-taking assignments since this helps retain knowledge.  Writing assignments as well.
Keep the daily reading quiz unannounced so it can motivate students to read.

Although it was a lot of work, the note taking was very helpful and made me learn a lot.

The note taking and quizzes makes you do your work.  The quizzes definitely help.

Everything.  This class helped me a lot with learning how to prepare myself.
The whole thing.

Everything.  Everything is interesting.  Everything is useful.

Everything.  I’m not sucking up or lying, I often verbally lambaste classes, but I really liked this class.  It was consistently interesting & I felt motivated to do the work.
I like essay tests for history courses.
The help with writing essays.

I like how you force student to try hard because of the opportunity for extra credit and frequent quizzes.

I believe that the course does keep you involved forces you to be responsible for your own learning.

Notes.  I’ve had little practice taking notes.

I like the bonus questions that are on the reading quizzes.

The quizzes, keep you up to date with the reading.

Daily reading quizzes.

Reading quizzes.  Easy points if you do the work.

I would keep the reading quizzes because for me it kept me reading and made me take notes.
I would keep the quizzes with extra credit it is very helpful.

The extra credit on the quizzes because it helps hold the grade overall in the class.

The ability to use my own brain to interpret history and be able to come to my own conclusions after gathering information.
The reading assignments, both from books and handouts.
Mostly the knowledge of the history that applies to today, such as language, surnames, the making of the money-centric economy, and the beginnings of religions.

I enjoyed the causes, how things came about and why.

I would keep the new information.

The same type of material, very interesting.

IDs throughout the term, helpful.  Responses, you made us think.

The IDs helped intertwine information to get a better understanding.
What is the MOST IMPORTANT thing you learned in this course?

Most importantly, that history is an interpretation not just some facts we can rattle off.  It makes history interesting.

History is more than facts & dates, it’s an interpretation.
That history is not just a bunch of names and facts.  It takes critical analysis to really understand the past.
Better interpretations of sources.

I learned how to interpret new ideas and to look beyond the main picture.

That history is not just facts and dates, but also interpretations.

I learned how to take notes effectively, which I didn’t previously know how to do.

To see things in a bigger picture
My reading improved even though my grade still sucks & my comprehension improved too.
To be responsible for my own work.
Time management, high school versus college.

Historical thinking.  I’ve enjoyed taking classes with you these past two semesters and learned a bunch!

How to think on the spot, quickly putting my ideas into words.

How to study.

How to prepare myself mentally for new ideas, improve my interpretation skills, and how to take great notes.  Thank you!

The most important thing I learned in the class is about note-taking and how to better interpret the information that I read.

Taking notes and time management.

I learned how to manage my time better with homework, and that a tough class can be interesting as well.

Not sure, maybe better note taking techniques.

The importance of reading and taking notes.

A whole bunch of new words and facts I forgot from high school.

I now have a much better understanding of history as a whole.

History is not what people always say it is.
Reading isn’t so bad after all.

I have learned how to take better notes and my reading, and remember more of what I read.

More concise notes.

Time management depends on the amount of what you have to do, like 10 page assignment can’t thoroughly be done 2 hours before class, and thoroughness while doing the assignments and organization.  I really enjoyed your class and learned a lot.  Thanks.

How to take better notes.  This class has taught me that if I don’t manage my time well, I will fall behind.
I would have to say, collectively the shaping of Europe after the Roman Empire deteriorated.  This knowledge helps in understanding the present world and why things work they way they do.
The history between the 4th century through the 15th in general.  I didn’t know much about it before.

Origins of some religions, Islam.

What would you CHANGE about this course & why?

Nothing.

Nothing.

Nothing.

Nothing.

Nothing, good course.

Nothing comes to mind.

Nothing.  This is probably one of the better courses I’ve had here.

I wouldn’t change anything about this course

I would change the reading assignments maybe not as many.  But still no change at all would be okay a little work never hurt anyone!

The amount of reading during the week, I think that a reading assignment per week would be better.

I think the amount of reading can be overwhelming at times.

More in depth discussions of what we’ve read.

No so many quizzes, hard to keep up with.

Eliminate group activities.  They make it too easy for the students who did not do the reading to make those who did do all the work.

Easier grading on group work.

Easy on the reading the last week.

Less movies.

I would get rid of the short clips of movies shown. I would go over the book reading material more in class through lecture.

I wish we knew more about the essays before the tests, so as to prepare better.  I do understand why you don’t tell though.

I would maybe go a little slower with the material, some times it was a little to much note taking.

I would have a higher number of points.  Personally I fell behind early and struggled to make up.  But ultimately [this was] my own creation.

The professor teaches as if he is lecturing to hundreds of students.  Class isn’t as personal as most classes at Kirkwood. [???]

A steadier reading schedule, not 20 one day pages & 5 pages the next. [???]
Less reading.

Well, if the final was not optional I would say no 9-page assignments the last couple days before the final.  Haha!

Have quizzes the day that the reading was due not a couple days after.

Make quizzes not so common.

More variety in assignments.  Instead of quizzes and 1-page papers, maybe mix it up and have other types of assignments.

In the book, it makes it difficult to keep in mind that one section is occurring at the same time as the other sections.

I would change the test because having all writing was hard.
Europe: Age of Nationalism

What would you KEEP about this course & why?

Make students read.  They won’t read otherwise.  You can only take so much from a lecture and you need to read to pick up more.
I really like how you connected the historical events together, and made us think in the larger picture.  I also liked how this class took advantage of the books it made me feel like it was worth my money.

Quizzes.  Good, not too difficult if you do the reading, extra credit & bonus points.

Everything I think that it was relevant and had a purpose in this class.

The reading quizzes because they are easy points and make you read the assignments.  I also like the test because once you go used to the format it really does make you understand more.

I would keep the entire structure of it. It was a terrific class.

What is the MOST IMPORTANT thing you learned in this course?

This class has taught me that you really need to put effort into classes.  It showed me how much you can learn from reading.

The importance of reading the book.
Note taking was a big part/help.  How to interpret certain things so that they correspond with the rest of the occurrences in the given period of time in history.

Seeing the European side of the wars.  I’ve always just been taught the U. S. side and I have a better understanding of everything.

How World War I affected World War II.  I have enjoyed your classes.  You are a very good teacher and have a good way of expressing the information.

Mainly, I learned to not look at history as a whole bunch of names and dates.  Instead, I now look at the big picture, I see the motives behind the actions.  This class has helped me gain a new perspective.

What would you CHANGE about this course & why?

I would not change anything about this course.

I really wouldn’t change much.  I would like to see more of the silent films, but we didn’t have all that much extra time.

Sometimes the readings were long, but that just makes you adjust your time management.

Slightly broader test with more options for the writings. [???]
I really didn’t like the test.  Not because they were essay.  Just because of how broad the topics were.

Not all essay, but still some maybe some fill in the blank or something like on the quizzes. [???]
History of Science
What would you KEEP about this course & why?

Context versus presentism.  Focus on history and connections.  Writing which greatly improved comprehension of material, instructor made sure that we really grasped concepts.
I would keep primarily my reading skills that I have learned.  The reason being that I didn’t really read much before, also I would keep my new-found knowledge about history…

Yost.  He does an excellent job of organizing and correlating history and course content.  The knowledge attained and offered in this course is truly priceless!

Everything starting from pre-historic science [???] to the medieval times.  I wouldn’t have learning anything about this class had I not attended it. [???]
I would keep the reading quizzes from the books so there are more chances to raise your grade.

I thought the essay exams were most helpful.  I thought the primary source analysis (examining context, internal/external influences) could be expanded.  I thought many of the illustrations of the geocentric/heliocentric argument era could have been examined and explained in more than 8 minute chunks. [???]

The blend of scientific discoveries and the lives of the discoverers.  Allows you to see both internal and external influences.

The thoughts of evolution etc. I’m keeping the books from this class.

The way I think about history.

What is the MOST IMPORTANT thing you learned in this course?

That reading and understanding the content not only gives you good grades, but also more knowledge.

Context!  Also avoiding presentism when examining history.

Looking at history in context.
How to think in a contextual sense, and not impose modern views on people who did not have our wealth of information.

How to think about history.
Origin of science in general.  Just as the course title “History of Science”
How much I take for granted in everyday life.  The truth behind such common-place activities…
The most important thing I learned was about Charles Darwin and some misconceptions about his ideas.
What would you CHANGE about this course & why?
There’s nothing I would change.

More detail, make this class two terms?

Not sure, longer terms.

More on Einstein and modern physics…

The last book be explained more.

The only thing I would change would be the tests.  I understand how essay is better, but still to this day I’m no good at it.

I would make 10-20% of the exams take home.  For a more detailed look a certain things we went through quickly.  I felt the “big picture” format to the essays made them much more difficult than a series of smaller points and discussions. [???]

Everything seemingly was given as objectively as possible.  More class time needed (although unavailable) for discussion.  Also a warmer classroom.

Note taking took a lot of my time and study time, hence we has to make notes for each class meeting.  It wasn’t bad, but for a slow reader like myself I needed a little more time.

Holocaust & Genocide
What would you KEEP about this course & why?

Everything.  I’ve learned more in this class than any other.  It made me think differently and learn to question things I’ve been taught in the past.

The need to know the historical context to fully understand the reasons for events that took place because of it.  Everything helped in unison and should all stay as part of the class.

I would keep the way you did the quizzes & tests.  I enjoyed taking tests like that because it made you read/write more and really understand the material better.

I will remember a lot of the material, & the note-taking I learned to do.
I would keep the exams.  I really learned a lot from this class because of essays.

Essay tests.  This is how a college course should be.  I really feel I’ve learned the material.

Reading quizzes were the best thing about this class and in relation to the reading and note taking.

Reading & note taking, then discussion in class.  Practice writing samples.  Essay form tests, pushes us to truly know & understand material.  All the movies we viewed, sometimes a visual aid helps more than just reading.

The videos.  I think they did a good job of explaining things.  It gave me a clearer picture on the information from the lecture and the readings.

If I wasn’t able to get money back for it, I would keep the book we read throughout the class referring back because I do think the topic is extremely interesting and important to learn about.

Structure, note outlines, reading quizzes w/ notes.

The fact we had to take so many notes and work so hard outside of class.  I learned how to take specific notes based off which I don’t know.  The quizzes motivated me to learn as well.

The daily quizzes.  It motivates me to do the notes and I learn the material better.

I would keep the practice quotations because they help with the test.

Keep the book.  It is written in a way that’s easy to read and understand.  Helped me learn a lot.  The documentaries are extremely helpful.  Writing important names/events/dates on board helps focus note taking.  The way the course is taught makes it so I actually learned the information instead of memorization for short term.

The textbooks!  It was by far the most interesting history book I’ve ever read.  I really enjoyed the fact it was more like a casual read then an actual boring text.  The study guides were also very helpful.

The book—I think the book was really great.  All of the movies were really great!

The reading.  It really helped in understanding genocide.

The book because it was very detailed & easy to understand compared to most books.

The identifications helped me to think about the subjects more deeply and understand their causes and effects in the larger historical context.

What is the MOST IMPORTANT thing you learned in this course?

A very effective way of learning and retaining what I have learned through effective reading, note-taking, and study.

The most important thing I’ve learned in this course would have to be my reading/writing/note taking skills.  At first I would read not take notes and forgot everything.  Now I feel that I can read, understand then write about what I read.  These ideas were the main things that helped me.

I learned to look past dates and see these historical figures as people.  They had to rise to power and the circumstances of the times had everything to do with it.

How to tie context in with the bigger picture.  How to write essays & short essays better & with more meaningful context.

How to take notes & reinterpret information so that I do not have to quote it—and how to fit it into the bigger picture.

Most important thing I learned was how to interpret events by including the context.  I also am surprised to find how much I actually learned about the Holocaust/Genocide/war.  I didn’t know much of anything about WWII before this class.

How to properly prepare for an essay exam (and that Hitler & the Nazis weren’t the only option for Germany…so the Holocaust wasn’t inevitable).

That the Holocaust didn’t just affect the Jews.  I never knew that Gypsies, homosexuals and the handicapped were affected so much also.  I think this is very important to know about the Holocaust.

The Holocaust involved so much more than the power of Hitler.

Note taking, and if it’s done properly can be useful.

I definitely learned how to read and comprehend better.

Critical reading skills, and the historical importance of Stalin

I learned how much pre-existing factors had on WWII and the Holocaust, such as WWI and anti-semitism.
I learned that there were many more genocides than just the Holocaust.

It’s so important to take notes and figure out anything you don’t understand, on your own time.

I have learned how to read dealing with note taking.  And I enjoy learning history & want to start reading a lot of the books discussed in class & finish reading Century of Genocides.  I have enjoyed a lot this topic.  I was wondering if you could write down some movies & books you would recommend, on my final paper.
That Stalin was responsible for just as many deaths as Hitler was.

How much stuff went on during this period of time, and things leading up to the Holocaust.  I never knew how awful things were in Russia and the Ukraine.
What would you CHANGE about this course & why?

Nothing.  I really enjoyed this class, it kept my attention!!
Nothing really, less snow days! (
Nothing at all.  One of the better, challenging classes.  Learned a lot in this class.

Great course, nothing.  Loved it.  I wish I would have taken more Yost classes!

Nothing, because it helps people including me take away more from the class.

I would change nothing except how I wish it was offered 3 days a week.  It’s a lot of working getting all the material at once.  It has helped me though with only having it one day a week.

Can’t really say since this semester was different than most because of the snow days.  I wanted to learn more about the Soviet Union’s side of the war, but I do not know how the snow days affected this particular topic.

I can’t think of anything.  I really enjoyed it.

It would be nice to have the quizzes a little more in depth, instead of just fill in the blank to better prepare us for the tests.

Learn more about Stalin because I am interested in him.
I would make it be available as a “3-times a week” class.

I would take this not as a 3-hour all at once class because it was hard for me to focus.
I would change having not so many documentaries because it is hard to follow & keep your thought on them. [???]

Repatativeness. We were shown 3 or 4 times the grades of the reading quizzes and how it was possible to do well as long as you read and take notes.  Once was sufficient. [???]

More time on the essay exams (1/2 to 1 hour or so more)
I also found the Century of Genocide really difficult to understand, more time over Communism (weather caused this)

Snow days, more movies.

More emphasis on more current genocides, along with Holocaust.

All the handouts, because they got to be confusing & a waste of paper! [???]

Also have some multiple choice.  The little bonus questions on tests were a nice break. [???]
GRAND TOTALS (2004-2008)
[Surveys: 460-470]

Did this course help develop or strengthen the following skills?





Yes

No

Not sure
% (Yes)
Reading


358

63

45

77%



Writing


348

67

55

74%


Note-taking


423

26

17

91%




Interpretation

402

25

39

86%


Historical thinking
440

9

15

95%


Critical analysis

387

17

62

83%

Time management
233

40

42 [315]
74%
Totals:


2591

247

275

83%

