Course Feedback (Spring 2009)
[Surveys: 66]
Did this course help develop or strengthen the following skills?
				Yes		No		Not sure		% Yes
Reading			50		7		9			75.75%
Writing			44		10		12			66.67%
Note-taking			58		5		3			87.87%
Time management	51		7		8			77.27%
Interpretation		57		5		3			86.36%
Historical thinking	61		3		2			92.42%
Critical analysis		55		6		5			83.33%
Total Yes =	81.38%		

Holocaust & Genocide
What would you KEEP about this course & why?
The exams were quite challenging but are definitely better for learning the material.
I’ll be keeping my texts.  I’ll be keeping the handouts about writing/note taking.
All of the literature, it needs to be told!
How you prepare your students for the exams by giving us ID examples & the class having to write an ID.  The reading quizzes help out tremendously and the books are awesome.
A better idea of what “genocide” is and the factors that play a role in it, also I feel I take better notes, and can find key points in reading.
Definitely keep the extra credit bonus points on quizzes!  Helped a lot.  VODs are very interesting!
Keep it as is—the VODs, readings and handouts work well together.
Keep open notes quizzes because helped to learn more info.
I would keep the reading & video quizzes because if people know they will be quizzed over it, they are more likely to read it right away & keep up in the class rather than cram before a final.
I think it is very good that we look at different examples of genocide.  I think it is important people realize the Holocaust was not the only.  The brief pieces of Shoah were, for me at least, life changing.
The Video on Demand series was excellent and supplemented the readings well.
The study guides with the reading assignments helps you know key points during the readings.
The order things were taught (i.e., what happened before Hitler, and then the genocide itself).
The structure of how we learned everything—background info, then the genocide—in order.
I would keep it all.  I believe that this class although graphic is very important.
Everything.
The quizzes over the reading, it makes you read & rewards you for good note taking.
The different genocides we talked about, especially real in depth of the Holocaust because it really opened my eyes.

What is the MOST IMPORTANT thing you learned in this course?
How & why the holocaust and genocides happened.  What significance the first world war had on the murdering of the Jews, Gypsies, and others.  Majority of the info I learned through this course, I did not know before.  It was a very educational course and I am happy with the knowledge I received.
I have a clearer idea about the Holocaust and why it happened and what factors led up to it.
I think I learned a lot about myself.  This class was challenging to me—but it was very good for me to be challenged.  I had to manage my time.  Content wise, pretty much everything—it’s not as simple as the cleansing of a race or ethnicity—it’s much more complicated.
That people need to speak up!  We can’t live life thinking: “This can’t happen to me” or “That was then, that can’t happen again.” Because guess what?  It can and it will.  I also learned hate & prejudices aren’t worth people losing their lives for!
Time management and being more serious about college.
The truth about the Holocaust and how it truly came about.  Now I can use that knowledge to educate others.
I was naïve about the Nazi procedure to extermination.  I just assumed that it started immediately rather than gradually unit it became their ultimate pursuit.  I thought Hitler was hands on, that the Nazis were well organized.  I didn’t realize the extent of Social Darwinism.  Absolutely fascinating.
I learned that without WWI there would not have been a Holocaust.  I didn’t realize how many people died in the Holocaust and the different types of races or sexualities that died during the Holocaust.
I never realized there was so much more to how the Holocaust came to be. (i.e., World War I and World War II)
The Holocaust and WWII are results of WWI, and the stab-in-the-back theory.
I learned that I can put more info into my notes w/ less note taking.  I still need to work on clarity and tying things together.
I learned how the Holocaust was not as orderly as people may think.  I also learned that there are many genocides and democides that many people have no idea about.
I think that my post class understanding of the events from 1919-1945 are night and day different.
How to take good notes that would be useful.
Just about everything, I didn’t really know too much about Hitler and this class helped me learn more about him.
Not to forget.  This class has definitely increased my interest in history—not that it wasn’t there in the first place.
That a lot of history is lies and cover-ups and I want everyone (including myself) to take more time to see what really happened and is happening.
Don’t trust politicians!  Get involved.
There much evil in world—people’s hearts need Jesus!

What would you CHANGE about this course & why?
Nothing
Nothing
Nothing!
Nothing.
Nothing.  The way you run this class is the most professional I’ve seen in my 3 college years and I was surprised it was at Kirkwood.
Show more of Shoah.  I understand why the Holocaust is such a big chunck of the class, but I would have loved to have spent more time on other examples (but also understand time is short)
More help with timed essays, maybe a handout on how to even make a good outline for an essay that’s timed.  This part was really hard for me because I had never done it before. [there were several handouts on how to write a timed essay, including outlining and model essays, also discussed in class]
Having not a lot of ID practices because once the exam comes we really don’t know what we should’ve improved to do well in that section. [several practice IDs done in class prior to exam, students encouraged to practice outside of class as well, handouts with ID responses of varying quality that were assigned for students to grade and examine characteristics of weak/strong written answers, included discussion in class as well]
For a little more student participation in the class because then people would feel more comfortable to ask questions & speak out.
I would have enjoyed more class involvement in discussions on topics, theories, etc.
To much essays
Maybe get more speakers to come in.
Workload is somewhat heavy—but I understand this is college!
I would probably have some of the other genocides have a bit more focus, especially if they’ve happened recently (Rwanda/Cambodia)
I would be interested in learning about Cambodia.
I felt like I was teaching myself by doing the readings every week, and that class was a review of what we read.
VODs hard time watching them outside of class.  Sometimes wouldn’t load, or sound wouldn’t work.  Easier to take notes when watching in class. [student never contacted instructor even once during semester about problems]
Additional Comments:
I think that you have a great curriculum and do a good job teaching the material.  I’m very glad that I took this class—it’s helped me develop good study habits (reading b/c I knew there’s a quiz) and more responsibility.  Thanks, Dr. Yost. 
At the beginning of this course, & even in the middle I was very worried b/c I didn’t know if I could do it all.  I did all my homework & it paid off.  I learned so much in this class & I think you are a great teacher!  Thanks!
You provide everything needed to be successful in this course and give understanding to be successful in others.
Would like to see someone teach a class on the current Genocides and the behavior of our government.  You teach this well and it needs to be told so others will be aware of what has and is going on.

Europe: Age of Monarchy
What would you KEEP about this course & why?
Work ethic, it helps me not only in this class but in all of them.
The emphasis on writing allowed me the opportunity to sharpen my critical thinking and writing skills.  While challenging, this allowed me to be better prepared for other & future classes.
The way to look at history as not just a bunch of names and facts but more deeply and its impact.
Quizzes every day, motivates attendance and reading.  You learn a lot from them.
Quizzes make sure that I keep up with readings and gain extra credit by simply reading the book
Assigning readings—daily quizzes—taking notes because it helped me to do well in the course even though I didn’t do that great on the exams.
The ability of use notes, because though it is a reference, by writing them down and reading the texts it helps learning.  Quizzes and tests are to hard without notes.
Emphasizing history as more than just dates and connecting history together.  It’s more interesting and I learned a lot more.
The sources used throughout the course, such as videos, paintings, etc shown.  Helped to understand things that were being read and talked about in the course.
Everything.  I really like your teaching style.
The daily readings & note-taking b/c it really does make you do it b/c of the reading quizzes.
I liked the movie/video clips that you showed.  Helped me to try to link things/events together better.  Better to use the ones you picked out, more historically correct, less bias than those I might have choosen to physically see some events.
I would keep the videos and reading quizzes, the quizzes were hard for me at first but they ultimately helped my note-taking and understanding of the class readings.  I retained the information instead of forgetting it.
All of it.
The reading quizzes.
Notes.  All skills learned.
The reading, notes, video clips, etc.
The reading quizzes, it keeps you reading.
I liked having reading quizzes and how we had the chance of getting extra credit points.
Reading quizzes.  It makes you do the work and help to learn.
I like that there isn’t multiple choice because it keeps you honest.  If someone does the work, they get a good grade, if they don’t they get a bad grade.  It’s fair that way.  I also like that the tests are open notes.
Daily reading quizzes, and the practice IDs & quotes, & all the extra readings (not from the book).
Doing the side papers & reading quizzes.
The perspective as history being a series of events.
Don’t know how to change it, but keep the different groups of people straight and where they went; was difficult for me.  Understand who was who, where they came from better would have helped to understand why certain things happened or changed.
The optional final, it helped me consentrate on just the reading & I had a chance to get everything done.
Lots of short readings and 1 page papers
I would keep pretty much everything because even though I didn’t do well in the class gradewise, it taught me all of the skills above better than any class I’ve been in before.
The reading quizzes because they are a reward for during the reading.

What is the MOST IMPORTANT thing you learned in this course?
How to study & work for a grade!
I learned how to take all the information we have read and fit it into the bigger picture of what was going on throughout history.  A lot of teachers teach the sections but don’t relate it to anything else.
How to reason academically.
Note taking!! –very good practice
How to take effective notes and organize dates and information in a systematic way.  Learning how to anticipate questions in quizzes.
How history changes as the state of mind of society changes.  It is up for interpretation.
How to comprehend a large amount of reading and how to take notes; good notes that need to act as a guideline rather than relying on them.
Time management & better reading skills
Open up my mind and to look at things more deeply.
I learned how to analyze illustrations and how to take notes efficiently.
How to take essay exams.
How to connect history to a bigger picture and see it beyond the names and dates.
All the skills in note taking, historical thinking, etc.
The fall of Rome, was not a fall but a change.
The development of religion throughout the previous centuries.
The Earths early history
History is my true vocation
More about history of people’s lives and thoughts in history.
Context of information being presented.
The history of the world has so much to do with religion, and what certain people believed or did not.  Some differences very small, yet so many died over them.
Note taking etc… everything I marked yes on.
If you don’t procrastinate or try and skim by you will learn more and get a better grade.  Also, how influential our past is to who we are today.
To look at the bigger picture and don’t believe everything you read, hear, or are told.
How to learn & study.  And that you can’t take anything you read as absolute truth.  To really understand history you have to look at each side & pick out pieces of truth.
That it isn’t impossible to take good/helpful notes.
How to interpretate history and what to take at face value, more importantly what not to.
Mostly note taking using more details
I think the skill of critical analysis is what was most important
Note taking skills
Critical analysis

What would you CHANGE about this course & why?
I can’t think of anything to change.
I wouldn’t change anything.  This is a strong foundation for my chosen career in historical fields.
NOTHING, the way you have everything set up is great.
Nothing.
Nothing.
Nothing.
Nothing.  The teacher is tough, but that’s the BEST way to learn all of the skills above.
Lower the reading quizzes points to encourage people to work harder on other areas.
The specifics of everything.  It seems like stuff like papers etc… have to be way too specific but it overall seems fair.  Overall the broad questions on the test, I think they are way too broad.  It’s very hard to write a lot of specifics in 30 minutes (with perfect mechanics!).
I don’t know.
Slow down for slower learners.  Be less critical on modern people. [??]
More class discussion between people instead of just lecture.  Participation points?
More practice IDs and quotes throughout the semester it’s good practice for the tests.  No multiple choice ever.
The video clips we watched are really short so it’s hard to gain a lot from them, yet I understand we can’t just watch videos all class.
Grading standards on writings and exams.
Quiz format could be more than just fill in the blank just changing it up
More class participation, discussion.  Perhaps less content, more focus on fewer issues.  Far too much reading & combined writing homework, the course becomes too overwhelming with other courses being taken.
The amount of work every night.  I would love to keep that, but a lot of college kids have jobs that keep them late, and then staying up late to get reading and notes done.
Maybe do some essay practices in class, so then on the test you can perfect the exams. [lots of writing practice done in and out of class before exams, writing essay tips handouts, and offer to examine practice essays outside of class work made several times]
Longer test time.
I would actually like to see a shorter period of time to be studied.  While I felt this overview class was well taught, I would have liked having the time to get more in depth several times this semester.
The test.  I don’t think it is horrible but some people just can’t write well under time situations, so although they know the material it comes off as though they don’t.
Videos.  They were fun to watch, but it was hard to learn from and take notes. [practice makes perfect]
Sometimes we would have 5 pages or less, sometimes we would have >10 pages.  I wish it would be more constant. [??]
Weekend homework
Weekend homework that was the only time I had to get personal work done and it seemed like the homework got piled on then. [??] But I understand that we had lots to get through.
The only thing I’d maybe change is the test format because even though you didn’t need to know everything for them, they were difficult to do well on.

Additional comments:
Teacher may seem hard, but because of this the amount of knowledge in note-taking, comprehension aid many of the skills listed on the front.  Makes taking this class worth it just to obtain these skills, learning the history is just a bonus.
Keep teaching this way.  Don’t ever dumb the curriculum down.  Students who want to learn would lose too much.
Really tough, but very good at your job!
This class was challenging, frequently difficult, and ultimately rewarding.
I’m not very good at history.  I had to take my sophomore history classes in high school, twice because I had trouble understanding it.  Sometimes it just takes me a little bit to get or understand history.  I enjoy learning history, but it’s difficult for me at the same time.  Maybe include class discussions about readings or ask if anyone had questions over reading—stuff they didn’t understand. 

Europe: Age of Nationalism
What would you KEEP about this course & why?
In depth analysis of historical events, and how they shape Western Civilization.
I liked the reading and the writing both in and out of class.
Daily reading quizzes—it was difficult to adjust to the large amount of reading/note taking necessary for a good grade, but as the semester went on I was able to complete reading/note taking more effectively.
I would keep the quizzes it helps attendance because without them there’s not a huge reason to come to class. [?!?]
Dr. Yost does a great job of keeping the class moving.  If you’re not having a meaty discussion over the facts, you’re taking a quiz, watching a documentary, or interpreting a primary source.  Class is never boring.
The reading quizzes because the answers were easy to find.  They were just the key words (words in bold/italics).

What is the MOST IMPORTANT thing you learned in this course?
To come to class.
Past events play an important role and effect future event.
WWII is directly related to the Great War & the study of the 2 are inextricably entwined.
Time management, the ability to set aside the proper amount of time to get reading/note taking.
Attendance is importance, and you can get all the answers for the reading quizzes in the chapter summaries.
This is the first time I’ve taken a class that covered the Cold War.  A major gap in my education has been filled. 

What would you CHANGE about this course & why?
Nothing really needs to be changed.
Nothing.  This formula of reading, note-taking, writing, numerous free-points & opportunities to learn is a winner. 
We don’t need to do so many group writings assignments.  There is usually at least one person in the group that has nothing to contribute.
I would change the tests to some fill in the blank, multi-guess, because that would show that you might get everything thats going on but your not the best essay writer. [??]
Tests—a portion of short general knowledge questions should be taken without use of notes, to see if students are paying attention, and retaining information.  Never had enough time to take in-class quiz and felt frustrated when I had taken notes for 2 hours.
Fewer movies, it just didn’t seem to help me to understand the subject at hand.

Additional Comments:
Your class structure is bulletproof and is perfect to keep students actively learning.  Along with your knowledge of the material, I did feel like I was learning a lot but not enough to have the clearest understanding which was necessary for good exam scores.  I didn’t want to ask questions in class because I felt that I should know the answer from the reading even if I didn’t.
What I like about you as a teacher is your refusal to compromise your standards on student effort.  I’ve had teachers that have a hard time getting their students to study, so they just make the course requirements easier.  I once studied for an exam here at Kirkwood only to learn that the test was take home, thus making my effort pointless.  That you for not being afraid to fail the lazy students.  In doing so, you motivate your students to do better.  Thank you!

History of Science
What would you KEEP about this course & why?
You made sure that in order to succeed in this class that we had to understand the material
The modern history
I would keep everything in the course
I would keep the curriculum, its interesting.
The books, especially the E=mc2.  All very interesting.
The amount of reading, it helps build good note taking and time management skills.
I would keep the reading quizzes because it gives people who are poor writers a chance to maintain their grades through daily points.
I know this does not help but I say keep it all.
I would keep the readings in this course because I have strengthened my reading & comprehension immensely by taking this class.

What is the MOST IMPORTANT thing you learned in this course?
To view history within its own context.
Everything in the class is important.  I look at many things differently after this course.
Note taking and short essays
Science is theoretically diverse, driven by many internal factors.
A lot of interesting history the makes me understand how we go to modern science.
The significance of what certain people such as Newton, Einstein, and Copernicus on our everyday lives.
I have learned a very great deal.  I have heard about the things we discussed, but never really put them together with this much involvement in present day events.  I’m glad I took this class.  It really opened my eyes to the science field.  Thanks for you patience with the process.
Being able to look back at historical events through context and understand what “things” may have led persons at the time to come to the conclusions they did (presentism).
I learned what college should feel like.
If you do the assignments & readings, it makes the class that more interesting & easier.

What would you CHANGE about this course & why?
You presented a very biased view against creation science, there are real scientists that put together logical and scientific defenses for creation which you completely ignored or mocked.
I understand that the historical content is important but I thought this coarse would be more about 19 + 20th centuries.
Maybe spend less time for the first test & equal out the stuff 4 every test.
Sheer amount of work.  Not only are there at least 1-2 quizzes a day [never more than 1 per contact hour], the practice IDs or other activities are essentially quizzes too. [yes, that’s correct]
Nothing.
Nothing.
Try to get more class participation from the students.
I would say less reading, because it was a pain in the butt!  However, it was very helpful in understanding material & reading quizzes.
Nothing I can think of.
I would change the difficulty of the exams.

Additional Comments:
This is a very interesting class & I am so thankful that I have taken it.  You are a very good professor & definitely know your material.


GRAND TOTALS (2004- 2009)
[Surveys: 631]
Did this course help develop or strengthen the following skills?
				Yes		No		Not sure	% (Yes)
Reading			480		87		64		76.01%			
Writing			465		91		75		73.69%	
Note-taking			571		37		23		90.49%			
Interpretation		545		36		50		86.37%		
Historical thinking	598		15		18		94.77%		
Critical analysis		527		28		76		83.52%	
Time management	347		68		65 [480]	72.29%

Totals:			3533		362		371		82.81%

