Course Feedback (Summer 2008)

[Surveys:6]
Did this course help develop or strengthen the following skills?





Yes

No

Not sure

Reading


6

0

0
Writing


5

1

0

Note-taking


6

0

0
Time management
3

2

1


Interpretation

6

0

0

Historical thinking
6

0

0
Critical analysis

6

0

0


Europe: Age of Monarchy
What would you KEEP about this course & why?

Critical thinking exercises like practice IDs and quotes.  They helped prepare for the test by showing exactly what your grading consists of.  Also they allowed insight into how things change as time changes.  Like the difference between M. A. art and its evolution to Renaissance art.
The fact that we take essay tests because it makes you actually understand the context behind all the information.

Keep the quizzes because it rewards those that do the readings and come to class, also in a way it punishes those who don’t.

Everything.  Maybe not so many handouts, sometimes we didn’t really talk about them anyway, but keep everything else.

Reading quizzes and chance for bonus, lecture format was excellent with lots of visual aids, movies, music, interpretations, etc.
I would keep the video clips, because they are often times interesting and some students, like myself, need visual examples of the course of study.  The tests are extremely well done, and they make more sense than multiple choice/true false.

What is the MOST IMPORTANT thing you learned in this course?
I’ve grasped a significant amount of content information about the middle ages and the monarchs of Europe.  The interpretation and interrelatedness of history was the most important thing I learned, as much as the dynamic nature of history.  This course has by far changed by opinion on history and revealed a greater importance of the past.

The most important thing I’ve learned in this class is how to use my brain.  Before this class, I didn’t like to learn or read at all.  I can proudly say that has changed significantly.  One of the most interesting classes I’ve been in.  Very well presented.  THANKS!

To always put things in context and question things you may think are fact.

It is important to understand not only dates and names, but also the big picture and context of events, connecting them together.

I’ve learned to express my thoughts and knowledge into words, or at least I am better at this than I was.

That history isn’t just dates and facts.  By focusing more on the significance and less on exact dates it allows more time for thought as opposed to memorizing.
What would you CHANGE about this course & why?

I thought this course was well presented, I can’t think of much that should be changed, maybe room temperature?? Sometimes it felt like it was 90 in the room, and half an hour later it felt like 50.

I wish it would have been over a normal semester because there were a lot of things I wished we spent more time on.

Doing the exams on a computer.  This would help with time constraints.  Otherwise change nothing.

The length, as an overview of the time frame it is lacking because more time is needed to cover many areas.  We could spend more time looking into the Great Famine, Black Death, papal reform or any other topic.  I just think that the summer course doesn’t do justice to the course.

More group activities/class discussions.  I do not feel there is a lacking of group discussions or activities, but I think the environment to exchange ideas helps me to remember the events better and understand the bigger picture better.
Study guides.  They were so helpful in the holocaust class.
GRAND TOTALS (2004-2008)
[Surveys: 470-475]

Did this course help develop or strengthen the following skills?





Yes

No

Not sure
% (Yes)
Reading


364

63

45

77%



Writing


352

67

54

74%


Note-taking


429

26

17

91%




Interpretation

408

25

39

86%


Historical thinking
446

9

15

95%


Critical analysis

393

17

62

83%

Time management
236

42

43 [321]
74%
Totals:


2591

247

275

83%

