Course Feedback (Summer 2010)
[Surveys: 24]
Did this course help develop or strengthen the following skills?
				Yes		No		Not sure		% Yes
Reading			19		3		2			79.2
Writing			18		5		1			75.0
Note-taking			23		0		1			95.8
Time management	18		3		3			75.0
Interpretation		20		0		4			83.3
Historical thinking	24		0		0			100
Critical analysis		20		1		3			83.3	
Total Yes =	 84.5%	

Ancient Mediterranean World
What would you KEEP about this course & why?
I would keep the daily quizzes and bonus points—they forced me to keep up.  Also, I would keep the essays tests.
The reading assignments and the reading quizzes.  The constant reading made me manage my time much better and definitely made my book purchase worthwhile.
Everything because this prepared me for a college level course at ISU.
The quizzes, b/c it gave people who don’t write essays well a chance to still do good in this class.
Note taking is an essential skill they need to do well.
Looking at different perspectives of the same historical event because it helped me understand it better.
Optional final because the students like it and it honors the people who have worked hard in the class.  Keep the bonus points because even if you miss a quiz question you can still do well.
The quizzes with bonus points to ensure that the readings are being done and there is an absorption of the material.
Everything because it’s not hard to get what’s necessary to get a good grade.
Quizzes give the motivation to do readings & work outside of class.
The videos, handouts, and online readings were very relevant and informative.
The readings were very informational and helpful for understanding.  The videos are a good compliment to the readings.
Supporting arguments with facts.
Most of the knowledge gained due to this being part of the core history that I enjoy reading about.
I would keep the professor because he rocks!  And the switch up from book to video to quiz, etc.
Bonus points!  Allows us prosaic types to succeed. [?? I don’t recall writing poetry in our exams ]
Study of people and the psychology of historicaly important individuals.
Main format is good.  I prefer essay tests because I get a better overall understanding of the topic when I have to write essays on it.

What is the MOST IMPORTANT thing you learned in this course?
How to interpret, not just repeat back facts.  Also, how to read for context not just names and dates.
Everything!
How to manage time!
Preparation time and adding examples to back up ideas.
Studying/doing work each night.
I learned how to effectively read a textbook and take notes reguarding the big picture and a quiz.
How to write a little better than last time.  It’s given me a clearer idea of the relationship of ancient history to what we have today.
How to pass.  Wish I could re-take it.
Coming in to this course I didn’t know much at all about the rise of civilizations.  Now I feel I have a lot of info and can see how it shapes things in life today.
That this was a particularly interesting time in history.
How to use the history and the silimarities and differences to apply it to other parts including today.
Linking from different sources (VOD, text/source book and internet reading) ideas into a single theme.
Life is short and then you die—most likely in battle.
That nothing is really new.  The Bush Doctrine originated with the Romans—“Those guys have spears of mass destruction—quick let’s attack them before they attack us”—also to type my notes from the readings at home.
The information I was provided with inspires me to be a self starter… 
Parallels between ancients and us.  How to compare with today, and why to be cautious in doing so.  Context!
Time management and historical context. I am definitely more aware of how history relates to present day.

What would you CHANGE about this course & why?
Having it not be a summer course.  B/c there is so much material and I think people would be able to absorb the material better during fall and spring semesters.
Nothing.
N/A
I wouldn’t change anything unless new information comes out.
Less 1 hour VOD movies.  A lot of students dont have an extra hour to be watching a VOD movie [see syllabus, VOD is requirement of the course just like reading the textbook]
More reading! 
All essay and long answers only because I’m terrible at putting thoughts on paper or coming up with words. [??]
Tests. First test I didn’t prepare much but second I reread everything and studied very hard.  My grade on test didn’t seem to reflect all the work and understanding I had of the topics. 
I think preparing for exams was difficult [good!], if there were more essays done as homework I would have had more time to decide what to write before actually writing.  I would change the format of the exams to resemble the homework and homework to remember the exams. [??, open offer to write practice essays outside of class time and I will gladly read them over, make comments, etc.]
For a condensed form the amount of material giving in a day doesn’t allow for other classes to be focused on. 
Reading and jotting things down mainly to earn points in class quiz. [then you need to get help with notes  big picture reading]  Because I realized that was what I did most of the time, thus being unable to explain ideas based on reading in exams. 
I wish there was more time so we could have covered more material.
More class discussion about the parallels between the ancients and our modern society.  Less proseltyzing about how other classes not effective [??] No whinging about ‘rate my professor’ [?? Misses the forest for the trees]
More discussion in class with student participation.
Organization, appears to jump around.  Conflicting sources used. [?? welcome to history]
The amount of homework was a bit overwhelming at times.
The wording of test essay questions.  I came prepared for one type of essay, then it would have a twist put on it.  Example: compare and contrast Egyptians & Mesopotamians THEN C & C three civs. [Welcome to college! ]

Additional Comments:
I enjoyed having you as a teacher and I actually learned skills I will use in the future.
This class has inspired/convinced me to make history my minor or second major for my BA degree.  Thanks for presenting history in such a captivating way.
I just want to say thank you for not teaching the stereotypical Kirkwood class with no effort needed.  I appreciate the feeling that I got my money’s worth and an actual class made the time go much faster.
Thank you for offering a truly “college-level” course.  I am grateful for taking a more challenging class rather than an “easy” one.



History of Science
What would you KEEP about this course & why?
This course is a great prepatory course for people going on to a larger university.  ISU and U of I tests are not going to be multiple choice so the exams are a good way to see what is waiting for me.
All of my notes and E = mc2 book.
The knowledge I obtained from this class.
The bulk of the course because it explains why people searched for knowledge while keeping their beliefs.
All the content was extremely interesting, so I’d keep everything.  I was surprised at how much I enjoyed reading the E=mc2 book.
This course covered interesting and meaningful material.  It very much relates to many of the other classes students have to take.  Bonus points and familiarizing with tests before them helped with anxiety and taking an essay exam for the first time.

What is the MOST IMPORTANT thing you learned in this course?
How complicated science is and how much religion is involved to a serious degree.
I learned that in order to understand the discoveries of the past you must also understand the mindset of those that made the discoveries.
In the early part of the class, I was curious on how people thought and why during the Middle Ages.
That if one is to move forward sometimes one has to look backwards first.
I learned where current science came from and how infinitely complicated it is.
Note taking, I have never been good about taking notes from a reading, I found I have to read it then go through and take notes on it later.

What would you CHANGE about this course & why?
Having some clue as to what the essays were about would help a person make a more structured argruement & since the essays were worth so much of the grade in each exam. [this was discussed in class multiple times]
Even though the exams made my hand hurt I don’t think I would change anything about this course.
I would change my attitude and my study ethics if I want to obtain a good grade
I would have kicked that jerk out sooner.  [Yep, I should have…]
The only change that I would make to this course is to make it into two parts.
More time, the content is interesting.  It felt a little unbalanced from the beginnings (emphasis on 1500-1700 then the course sped through the rest).


