Which answers are better and why?  What grade would you give these answers on a 10-point scale?  How can these answers be improved?  What are the differences in study habits resulting in stronger versus weaker answers?  Remember these were written in about 6-7 minutes with OPEN NOTES.

Baroque
1) Baroque is a time period.  It was when the scientific revolution was going on.  It was around 1500-1700.

2) Baroque was a certain time period. Religion in those days played a big role in Baroque painting.  The paintings were meaningful & had specific meaning to the people.  Especially the people of “higher” class had these baroque paintings.

3) Baroque is a style of music and art during the late 1500s early 1600s.  It made some thing more dramatic and distorted.

4) Baroque paintings were still tied in with religion.  One of the first great baroque painters was Peter Paul Rubens (1577-1640).  Rubens famous painting, Hippo Hunt, had shown the many Europeans had been intrigued with exotic places.  Baroque style began in the 16th century after the mannerism style was started which broke away from religious work.

5) Baroque was a type of painting that came from the Renaissance perspective.  Baroque was the most important style which meant shockingly bizarre of 19th changing to unity and clarity & curves.  Baroque also had a dramatic action & intense emotions expressed in drawings like the Hippo Hunt.  One painter of this kind was Italian-trained Fleming Peter Paul Rubens.  The Europe Protestant countries resisted the baroque.

6) Baroque was a very important new style of painting.  It originated in Italy and spread throughout Europe in the late 16th century.  This style of painting was full of curves, emotions and lighting techniques that were very different.  The Catholic church used the Baroque style because it showed religious themes.

7) The term baroque came out of the idea that baroque art itself was “shockingly bizarre”.  The baroque sense of art was closely tied with the counter-Reformation, which was interested in bringing religion back to the mainstream.  Often times, baroque art depicted religious or animated scenes.  Two famous artists displaying baroque characteristics were Peter Paul Rubens and Rembrandt van Rijn.  Rather than using a light canvas and colors to make shapes and images appear, baroque painting used a darker canvas with light emerging from it.  This effect made such paintings more dramatic.  A famous example of baroque art would be Rembrandt’s “The Nightwatch” in which action seems to take form as you view the painting.

8) In the early and mid 1600s new styles of painting began to appear—painters were stepping away form the Renaissance art and really experimenting.  The Baroque style emerged though its name came from the 19th century meaning bizarre, confused, & extravagant.  Baroque painters such as Peter Paul Rubens and Rembrandt van Rijn painted curves, different lighting, and intense emotions.  

9) The term "baroque" was coined by eighteenth century artists to mean bizarre, confused, and extravagant.  The development of the baroque style in the late fifteenth century was closely linked to the Counter-Reformation.  Catholic painters did work in order to glorify the Catholic faith in an attempt to convert back those they lost to the Reformation.  Some used baroque in secular, rather than religious, paintings such as the Hippo Hunt by Peter Paul Rubens which still showed the shockingly bizarre.

Which answers are better and why?  What grade would you give these answers on a 10-point scale?  How can these answers be improved?  What are the differences in study habits resulting in stronger versus weaker answers?  Remember these were written in about 6-7 minutes with OPEN NOTES.

Gregorian calendar
1) The Gregorian calendar is a new calendar system that uses the movement of the earth relative to the moon.  It is important because it means a big shift from the earth being still and everything moving around it to a new theory where the earth moves around itself.

2) The Gregorian calendar was fully known in 1582.  Pope Gregory XIII was where the name of the calendar came from.  He ordered the study and use of it to figure out a better time and set date that they could go by to figure out when to celebrate Easter.  They couldn't use it right away though because it changed everything completely.  Instead of it being October 5th, 1582 it turned into the 15th.  The years were set into four quarters of ninety-one days a piece.

3) The Gregorian calendar was implemented by Pope Gregory to be more precise in determining the day on which Easter falls.  It begins with the birth of Christ (year 0) and continues on from there.  There are many faults.  Some months are longer, some shorter.  Holidays do not fall on the same days, and some argue that Christ was not born at this particular time, thus undermining the theory that Christ was born in the year 0.

4) In the sixteenth century the Catholic Church had astronomers studying the day that Easter really occurred.  During this time not everyone used the same calendar.  The reforms put into place by the Gregorian calendar put into place in 1582 by Pope Gregory XIII, were used to make the calendar more accurate with respect to religious holidays.  This is the same calendar we use today, it was eventually accepted by everyone else, but some Protestant countries (like England) did not adopt it until later on.  The Greek Orthodox Church was one of the few that did not accept the new calendar they believed Easter should be a week later.

5) The Gregorian calendar was one of many ways that countries moved away from old worldviews.  This was one way that science broke through to become more detailed.  They didn’t except this new calendar at first but would soon move on to the newer more exact way.
6) In 1582, October 5 became October 15, skipping ten days.  Why did this happen?  Because Pope Gregory XIII had commissioned a correction of the faulty calendar, primarily to calculate the correct date for Easter—one of the most important Christian holidays.  While this new Gregorian calendar gave a more accurate length for a year, it only adopted gradually in non-Catholic countries.  For example, most Protestant countries only accepted it after 1700.  In the Greek Orthodox church the Gregorian calendar was never adopted.  Reforms to the calendar show the growing importance of astronomy (and science, in general) during this period.
