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Death is nothing, but to live defeated and inglorious is to die daily.
Napoleon Bonaparte (1769-1821)
Big Picture Questions:

1) How & why did Napoleon come to power?  In what ways was he a product of the French Revolution?

2) Why was Napoleon successful as a military commander?  What was his personality like?  What actions did he take?  How did his personality contribute to his failures as well as successes?

3) What were the consequences of Napoleon’s actions:
( in France?  (did he live up to the ideals of the revolution?)

( in the rest of Europe?

August 15, 1769: born in Ajaccio, Corsica

1779: enters French military school

1784-85: attends Royal Military School in Paris

1789: French Revolution begins, storming of Bastille (July 14)
1795: named Commander in Chief of the Army of the Interior (October)
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1796: marries Josephine de Beauharnais (March 9)
1797: returns to Paris after victories against Austria in Italy (December)
1798: campaigns in Egypt, Battle of the Pyramids (July 21)

1799: leaves Egypt (August), successful coup in Paris (November)

1800: drafting of the Civil Code (August)
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1803: sells Louisiana Purchase to U. S., war with Britain (May)

1804: crowns himself Emperor Napoleon I (Dec. 2)

1805: Battle of Austerlitz (Dec. 2)
1806: English begin naval blockade (May), enters Berlin (October)

1807: treaty with Tsar Alexander (July)
1812: invasion of Russia begins (June), Battle of Borodino (Sept.), leaves retreating army in Russia (Dec.)
1814: Paris falls to allies (March), exiled to island of Elba (May)
1815: escapes from Elba (Feb.), defeated at Battle of Waterloo (June 18), exiled to St. Helena (Oct.)

May 5, 1821: dies at St. Helena    

Jacques-Louis David, Napoleon in His Study (1812)
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What’s with the hand in the coat?
Napoleon’s men & the Sphinx’s nose
Additional Online Resources:
Napoleon (PBS)
Napoleon.org
Napoleon Bonaparte: Internet Guide
Napoleon’s Correspondence
The Napoleon Series
Liberty, Equality, Fraternity
