Choose which ID is better in each pair (a or b), then GRADE each (10-point scale):

Identify, explain, & CONNECT to the theme(s) of the section.

a) Charles I created tensions between himself and Parliament because he tried to control it.  Parliament made Charles agree to the Petition of Right in 1628, which prohibited him from levying taxes without permission, but he still worked to find ways around it.  For example, his ministers worked to try to turn “ship money” into an annual tax.  He upset Parliament by not calling them into session between 1629 and 1640, making his rule seem absolutist.  When Charles called Parliament again in 1640 (because he needed money for war), Parliament regained some control.  Parliament got rid of many recently levied taxes and called for a session at least every three years.  When Charles tried to invade Parliament in 1642, a civil war started, thus creating much political instability and turmoil before and even after the Rump Parliament sentenced Charles to death in 1649.

b) Charles I (1625-1649) was King of England and the son of King James I.  King Charles was king of England during the seventeenth century, and during the civil war from 1642-1646.  During this time, King Charles I had to interact with the Parliament.  The Parliament is trying to give the king of England, Charles I at this time, less power in the government.  Charles I did all he could to retain power over the Parliament.  He found new ways to levy taxes.  He controlled the Court of Star Chamber, which tried and sentanced Puritans to torture.  It was Charles I that had to take on the challenge over politics and religion in England.

a) Oliver Cromwell helped lead Ireland to victory during the mid 1600’s.  Once Cromwell had become victorious & overthrown the king the people wanted Cromwell to take over.  Cromwell did just that, but not in a way the people expected.  Cromwell was a very stern ruler who let no one oppose him.  If anyone did he would crush them.  During Cromwell’s reign he allowed Jews & Protestants to freely roam about the country.  He somewhat oppresed catholosists & because of it wasn’t very well liked.  When Cromwell finally died a big relief came over the country & Cromwell’s head was cut from his body and placed outside the palace for nearly twenty years.

b) Oliver Cromwell was part of the House of Commons which is the lower part of the Parliament.  He took control of the Parliamentary army in the Civil War against Charles I & defeated his army.  Cromwell believed in bringing religious beliefs into his work.  He made a high court which tried Charles I & had him put to death in 1649.  Cromwell in many people’s eyes looked like he wanted to be king but didn’t question him because they were afraid.  Many people such as the Quakers didn’t like his ways with bringing religion into the political world.  Levellers were upset at him for raising taxes on them.  It is said the when he died in 1656 that “no one cried by dogs” so he was obviously not liked by many people but they backed him for what he was trying to do, that was make England a stronger nation & wealthier.

a) The Levellers were a group of soldiers who fought under Cromwell against Charles I in the Civil War of 1642-46.  After Charles I was defeated and had surrendered, they split themselves off from the New Model Army.  They wanted to remain as an army even though Parliament and Cromwell tried to disband them.  As a group, the Levellers wanted to level out the power in England.  They argued that the country should be governed by a group of people, all people including commoners, that had even say.  They also thought there shouldn’t be a king or a house of nobles, this was definitely a challenge to both the ruler and the nobles.  The Levellers wanted Parliament to meet every year to decide national issues, and that parliamentary representatives should be elected by vote—voting open to landowning male heads of household.  Women and those w/o property were excluded.  The Levellers first practiced their ideas in debates while based in London.

b) The Levellers made it hard for the government to keep control.  Many soldiers argued with their officers on various subjects.  The Levellers wanted yearly meetings of Parliament and thought voting rights should be with the head of household.  Since many were part of the New Model Army created by Cromwell it caused tension throughout England.  The Levellers believed most people, excluding servants, women and the propertyless should have a say in what was going on in Parliament.  Cromwell rejected their requests but he died in 1658 and it restarted political anarchy and the civil war.

