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Writing Assignment:

On the eve of revolution

Using the statement below as a starting point, write a concise, coherent essay IN YOUR OWN WORDS about the situation in France in the years BEFORE the Revolution.  Be sure to consider specific causes or factors (i.e., political, economic, social, intellectual) that explain the late 18th century French context.  Support your claims with relevant, clearly-explained evidence.  In short, make an convincing argument.  Good luck! Bon Chance!

“Historians have retrospectively offered very plausible explanations of the causes of the French Revolution, but it was, at the time, an event that took witnesses and participants alike by surprise.”

Your essay should address the following questions: 

(What were the causes or factors contributing to the INSTABILITIES in France during the late eighteenth century?  Explain.

( What were the TWO MOST important causes or factors contributing to an unstable situation in France?  Justify your choices.

( In what specific ways did these causes or factors INTERACT with one another?  [In other words, are political, economic, intellectual, and social forces distinct and separate from each other?] Give examples.

( Why can’t all historians simply AGREE on the causes or factors involved and the RELATIVE IMPORTANCE of these factors?  Explain.

Important Note: You can use any class notes, handouts, & books.  You may use primary sources for evidence, but explain them IN YOUR OWN WORDS.  You may also ask us for clarifications about the assignment, but we will not answer content-related questions during the essay. 

