Critical Review of Sir Isaac Newton: The Gravity of Genius
(student-written sample)


More than anything this film explored Isaac Newton’s life attempting to explain what type of man he really was as well as his impact on the world around him.


In 1642, Isaac Newton was born prematurely to his recently widowed mother.  Against what many would presume, such a difficult start in life posed no restraint on his success in life.  According to the video, he began his life as if it were an unending quest for knowledge.  Such a determined outlook never changed throughout his entire life.  And, as portrayed, he persistently seemed in pursuit of something—perhaps answers to questions of the unknown.  He desired to know and to understand his world.


Sadly, Newton chose a life of solitude.  It seems that he withdrew himself from friendships and society to satisfy his unquenchable desire for knowledge.  He was never known to smile.  Apparently, this life-long quest compensated for his lack of love and friendship in his life.  He could not form relationships easily thus he sought mathematics as a medium of life and happiness.


Mathematics was everything to him.  And as exemplified in his greatest work “Principia” (published in 1687), mathematics was everything to the world; it formed a basis for explaining the naturally occurring phenomenon of the universe.  Newton’s works were the first to be purely mathematical in content never referring even once to his opinions of God and relation of such with his mathematics of the universe.  Thus his work was irrefutable and widely accepted . . . Nonetheless, his belief in God was the basis of his life.  Newton believed that God was figuratively the father that he never had.  Newton sought to know God as such.  He was disappointed with some of the current mechanical views, which had atheistic implications.


Newton believed he had a mission in life—to use his genius to understand the basis of matter in the universe.  Newton believed in a rational God whose writing he believed to be the creation of the universe.  In his mind, it then followed that God’s creation should be rational as well, meaning it could be understood perhaps via science and mathematics.  He thought the universe to be grounds for him to discover not only the fundamental principles of the universe but also the essence of human spirit and its communication to God.  Perhaps to Newton, the latter was the fulfillment of his quest . . .


In his old age, Newton’s personality went through a sudden transformation.  He became the leader at Cambridge University . . . He was no longer the timid one to stand aside and let his admirers defend his works for him.  Newton now took the reigns in combating those who criticized him and those whom he believed to have stolen his ideas.  This is the origin of such repulsion between Newton and his staunch competitor Robert Hooke.  After Hooke’s death, Newton became the leader of the Royal Society.  At once his instinct was to erase all admiration and remembrance of his predecessor.


Later in his life, Newton was appointed head of the royal mint.  He undoubtedly was a good choice since his skills of organization enabled the mint to become a very successful part in the economy at that time.  Throughout these latter careers of his life Newton became a very social person; he began to accept public praise and even enjoyed it.


Newton’s ideas, as portrayed in this film, are far reaching.  But even then we can see that his inspiration was as complex as the vastness of his ideas.  Throughout this film, Newton is portrayed as a man of incredible genius—one who turned the world upside down with his phenomenal ability to grasp an understanding of our world.  Also, his strong religious sentiment is seen in his devotion to understanding his Creator’s rational universe.  The documentation of this film was explicit seeking to familiarize the audience with Newton by probing into the depth and intent of his mind.  This film is clearly meant for an audience of admirers.  The audience is enraptured with the impression that Isaac Newton is one of the most incredible men that ever lived—perhaps he was . . .

