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Essay Assignment:

Revolution & Aftermath

Read the beginning lines of A Tale of Two Cities:

It was the best of times, it was the worst of times, it was the age of wisdom, it was the age of foolishness, it was the epoch of belief, it was the epoch of incredulity, it was the season of Light, it was the season of Darkness . . . we had everything before us, we had nothing before us, we were all going direct to Heaven, we were all going direct the other way . . . 

Reflecting on Dickens’ words, write a concise, coherent essay examining the Revolution (1789-99) and its consequences.  

Be sure to incorporate evidence from a variety of sources.  Write in your own words and explain terminology.  You may refer to notes, books, and handouts, but most of your time should be spent writing.  
Napoleon on his Imperial Throne (1806)








by Jean-Auguste-Dominique Ingres

Consider the following in your essay:

( What were the ideals or goals of the Revolution in 1789?  Did everyone involved have the same goals?  You must be specific.

( Was the Revolution primarily “from above”, “from below”, or something else?  Explain.

( In what ways were the Revolution (1789-99) and its Napoleonic aftermath (1799-1815) “the best of times” AND “the worst of times”? 

( In the long run was the Revolution a success, failure, or something else?  What changed specifically (and did NOT change) as result of the Revolution?  Were all the changes intended?  

[Hint: think in terms of economic, political, religious, social, & intellectual changes]

