Choose the best two answers for each.  Grade each answer on a 10-point scale & justify your grading with some comments. What specific characteristics make some answers clearly better than others?  Keep in mind that these were written with OPEN NOTES in about 6-7 minutes.

Thomas Aquinas

1) Thomas Aquinas was a scholar in the 1200s who attempted to reconcile Aristotle's teachings with the teachings being taught at the universities in France.  Aristotle's natural philosophy was banned in 1210 by a council of bishops until it could be "purged of error."  This was in effect until 1240 or so, at which time Thomas tried to fit Aristotle's teachings on faith and reason into the Universities curriculum.  Thomas attempted to define the relationship between faith and reason, to fit Christian's theology with Aristotelian beliefs.

2) Thomas Aquinas was a scholar of a man.  He tried to take chistains ideas and the ideas of Aristole and put them together.  The idea about the universe and soul.  He wanted to make sure Averriosm was not allowed.  Know for his view of natural philosophy as a "handmaiden."

3) Thomas Aquinas is best known for his ability to relate the sciences to religion.  The two had not been so well compared in the past.  It's hard to deny science and our faith and he was able to take ideas from both and provide a solid base for the two.

4) In the medieval universities (c. 1300-1500) Greek works by Aristotle and others were being translated into Latin.  As Aristotelian works entered the universities several conflicts arose between Aristotelian natural philosophy and Catholic doctrine (nature of the soul, creation of the universe).  In the thirteenth century, Thomas Aquinas sought to fit biblical and Aristotelian beliefs together in what's referred to as scholasticism.  Aquinas argued that if science/reason (Aristotelian natural philosophy) came from God and scripture/faith (the Bible) came from God, then God cannot contradict himself.  Nevertheless, Aquinas did not believe reason was on the same level as faith.  Instead, he argued that natural philosophy should serve as a "handmaiden" to help support Christian theology.   

5) Thomas Aquinas made an extremely influential attempt to get rid of Averroism in the 13th c.  His view was that natural philosophy played a big role in theology.  This was quickly accepted by the masses.

Almagest

1) Ptolemy's astronomical work that pretty much ruled the idea of astronomy in the Islamic culture threwout Cristan Europe until Copernicus came.

2) Almagest was a work by Ptolemy during the Middle Ages.  Almagest was the title in Arabic, while in Greek, it took on the name Syntaxis, meaning "compilation."  Almagest adopted Aristotle's cosmological ground rules, but followed astronomers mathematical traditions of Greek astronomy.  Ptolemaic astronomy easily branched off from natural philosophy.

3) The Almagest was written by Ptolemy (2nd c. AD).  The title translated in Greek in Syntaxis, meaning compilation.  It alters the Aristotelian model of the universe slightly.  Ptolemy uses the idea of an epicycle, which is a smaller circle rotating on a larger one to explain the universe.  It accounts for things like why it sometimes appears that the planets move backwards on their orbit with respect to the earth.  Known as retrograde motion.  It was a more accurate portrayal of the universe than Aristotle's. [accompanying diagrams]

4) The Almagest was a compilation by Ptolemy in the 2nd century A.D.  This is the Ptolemaic model of the universe whose basic framework was derived from Aristotle's accounts of the motions seen in the heavens.  Ptolemy kept the geocentric earth with heavenly bodies in orbit around it, but used subsidiary circles to account for the anomalies of the planets.  In order to account for the retrogression or apparent forward then backward motion of planets, Ptolemy used the idea of epicycles and deferents.  The epicycle is the planet's movement around a small circle and the deferent is a larger circle.  In the Ptolemaic version there is no explanation of why the circles move as they do.  It is merely a mathematical model with no regard for physical causes.

5) Ptolemy wrote the Almagest which became the bible for most astronomers.  In the Greek it was called Syntaxis.  Ptolemy incorporates Aristotle's account of the celestial realm.  Ptolemy still believed the earth was the central, stationary object with the orbits of the celestial realm around it.  Since Ptolemy was a mathematical astronomer he didn't care whether the models represented the real motions in the heavens.  He created a model for explaining retrograde or doubling back motion.  Ptolemy's Almagest provided for another book to be written it related to it called Theorica Plantarum.  Peurbach and Regiomontanus made a digest called the Epitome of the Almagest which emphasized Ptolemy's geometrical models for the celestial realm.
















