Practice Identifications

A) GRADE the following answers.  Use a 10-point scale.
B) JUSTIFY your grade.  What specific CHARACTERISTICS make some answers better than others?  What can be done to improve the weaker answers?

1) Paracelsus was a swiss physician that lived in Basal.  He wrote many books and was well publisized and well known.  He started practicing medical techniques that was not accepted by the people of Basal.  He was exiled and not heard from as much after.  He did not continue to write books. [5-6]

2) Paracelsus was a man who revolutionized medicine.  He rethought methods that other physicians used & reconstructed them into a better & more sufficient way of treating & causes of disease.  Paracelsus was a Swiss physician.  He believed everything in nature is endowed by god with divine spark.  Paracelsus tried to find cures for disease & not just treatments.  He said the wise doctor relies on nature.  He believed that treatments & cures come from nature. [7]

3) Paracelsus which means “beyond Celsus” was a ancient Roman medical writer.  He was very interested in medicine and of the nature & functioning of the universe.  Paracelsus was a early participant in a wider European movement allied to science & Renaissance humanism. [5-6]

4) Paracelsus radically influenced medicine w/ his views, but was eventually forced to exile because of them.  He thought differently of medicine than those before him and put more emphasis on finding the link to harmony (of the body) with God (divine spark).  With this came other thoughts of God’s “will.”  Paracelsus believed God  gives all men the choice to choose, good or bad. “The light of nature” (power) was what he named this and was within all men, but must be found within oneself. [7-8]

5) Paracelsius was Swiss guy.  He lived during the Renasance time.  He did important things with medicine.  He rejected 4 humors in favor of morphine, lead, & sulfur.  He believed in God’s wisdom. [5]

6) Paracelsus was a 16th-century Swiss physician who challenged traditional ideas regarding the causes and treatments of disease.  Based on ancient Greeks like Aristotle & Galen, the universities taught that illness occurred when 4 liquids or humors in the body were out of balance.  Attacking these ideas, Paracelsus believed that diseases were caused by a specific archeus that attacked the body.  To treat disease, Paracelsus encourage the use of experience or nature not the authority of Galen.  He often looked to cures based on the use of chemicals (lead, mercurcy, sulfur) and plants.  Paracelsus believed that God had given humans the power to control the secrets of nature by the use of magic or alchemy. [9-10]     

7) Paracelsus had 3 alchemical principles sulfur, mercury, and salt to explain the behavior of matter.  Illness is not due to humoral imbalance but of archeus disease that works against the archeus of a healthy body.  The physician job is to prepare a specific drug whose archeus opposes the archeus of the patients disease.  He spent his career attacking the theory of humors. [6-7]

8) Theophrastus Bombastus von Hohenheim was also known as Paracelsus (beyond Celsus).  He was a Swiss physician who went against medical tradition and his natural philosophy & theology had an important influence on science for more than a century after he died.  He “championed” or mastered the uses of morphine, lead, mercury and sulfur, in treating diseases.  Paracelsus relied on experience, and believed that God was on the physician’s side.  Paracelsus believed in the idea of the Fortunate Fall.  In other words, before the Fall, human beings could have lived innocent and happily, but were “crucially incomplete.”  This knowledge was called the “light of nature” however, with this light, also comes dark. [9]

9) Paracelsus lived in the Renaissance era he was a Swiss physician who revolted against medical tradition he thought alchemy should stop trying to turn lead into gold and start discovering effective chemical medicines.  He started using lead, morphine & mercury to treat diseases.  Paracelsus didn’t believe in the 4 humors, blood & phlegm and that to be healthy they needed to be in balance.  He spent most of his life attacking this. [8]

