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Excerpts from De fabrica (1543)

THE PREFACE ADDRESSED TO THE DIVINE CHARLES, GREAT AND INVINCIBLE EMPEROR.

Especially after the devastation of the Goths when all the sciences, formerly so flourishing and fittingly practiced, had decayed, the more fashionable physicians, first in Italy in imitation of the old Romans, despising the use of the hands, began to relegate to their slaves those things which had to be done manually for their patients and to stand over them like architects.  Then when, by degrees, others who practiced true medicine also declined those unpleasant duties - not, however, reducing their fees or dignity - they promptly degenerated from the earlier physicians, leaving the method of cooking and all the preparation of the patients’ diet to nurses, the composition of drugs to apothecaries, and the use of the hands to barbers.  And so in the course of time the art of treatment has been so miserably distorted that certain doctors assuming the name of physicians have arrogated to themselves the prescription of drugs and diet for obscure diseases, and have relegated the rest of medicine to those whom they call surgeons but consider scarcely as slaves . . .  

[Anatomy] should be recalled from the dead, so that if it did not achieve with us a greater perfection that at any other place or time among the old teachers of anatomy, it might at least reach such a point that one could with confidence assert that our modern science of anatomy was equal to that of old, and that in this age anatomy was unique both in the level to which it had sunk and in the completeness of its subsequent restoration
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