Testing & Learning

Mechanical Testing (multiple choice, T or F, etc.)
Pros

Take less time (Is this a good reason?)

Take less effort (Is this a good reason?)

Easier & quicker to grade 

More objective (Is this true, if so, at what cost?)



Who decides what information is important?



Who decides on the “correct” answers?

Cons

     
Do not improve writing skills.


Encourage poor study habits (cram & dump)


Do not require explanation or justification.


Involve less effort, study, & critical thinking.


Punish students for thinking.


Reward unprepared students who guess.


Test over less information on more superficial level.


Give false sense of mastering a subject.

Written Testing (essays, identifications, etc.)

Pros



See list above (Cons for Mechanical Testing) 


Foster more complex thinking.


Encourage actually learning the material.



Encourage more study & effort.


Allow students to show what they know.

Cons


More subjective (Is this really true?)


Time limit restraints/Too much work for teachers

