Being Concise: Use Fewer Words to Say More
To quote some advice on writing: “Omit needless words.  Vigorous writing is concise.  A sentence should contain no unnecessary words, a paragraph no unnecessary sentences, for the same reason that a drawing should have no unnecessary lines and a machine no unnecessary parts.” While some view this as a matter of preference (or opinion), it is not.  In the real world (and in this course), being concise matters.  Filling page after page with empty, vague prose is the equivalent of giving a long, rambling speech.  Who will listen for very long?
Concise writing is doubly important in timed situations (as in the exams in this course).  When the clock is ticking, you don’t have time to beat around the bush.  Get to it— you will have more time to say more.
Read the following samples.  Which is more concise?  Which is clearer?
1) The objective of this subsection is to present 

 HYPERLINK "http://www.writing.eng.vt.edu/exercises/stetearly.html" experimental data that can be used in conjunction with a comprehensive computational modeling study to determine a rather detailed understanding of whether explosions could occur in the fuel tank environments of Boeing 747s. Temperature measurements made in the course of a Boeing 747's flight revealed the presence of high-temperature conditions in the tank during the take-off phase of the flight. [69 words]
2) This subsection presents experimental data that can be used in conjunction with a comprehensive computational modeling study to determine a rather detailed understanding of whether explosions could occur in the fuel tank environments of Boeing 747s. Temperature measurements made in the course of a Boeing 747's flight revealed the presence of high-temperature conditions in the tank during the take-off phase of the flight.
3) This subsection presents experimental data that can be used with a computational model to determine a rather detailed understanding of whether explosions could occur in the fuel tank environments of Boeing 747s. Temperature measurements made in the course of a Boeing 747's flight revealed the presence of high-temperature conditions in the tank during the take-off phase of the flight.
4) This subsection presents experimental data that can be used with a computational model to determine whether explosions could occur in the fuel tank environments 

 HYPERLINK "http://www.writing.eng.vt.edu/exercises/stetearly.html" of Boeing 747s. Temperature measurements made in the course of a Boeing 747's flight revealed the presence of high-temperature conditions in the tank during the take-off phase of the flight.
5) This subsection presents experimental data that can be used with a computational model to determine whether explosions could occur in the fuel tanks of Boeing 747s. Measurements during a Boeing 747's flight revealed the presence of high-temperature conditions in the tank during the take-off phase of the flight.

6) This subsection presents experimental data for use with a computational model to determine whether explosions could occur in Boeing 747’s fuel tanks.  Measurements during a test flight revealed high-temperatures in the tank during take-off. [35 words]
Source: http://www.writing.eng.vt.edu/exercises/language4.html#concise1
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