Criteria for Written Exams

Preparedness:  Does it include details that demonstrate understanding from class and readings? Not just lecture or class notes!
Correctness:  Does it use specific evidence that is factually correct?

Completeness:  Does it use numerous specific examples to back up general claims?

( Excellent use of evidence & details (clear & accurate) [A-B]
( Ample use of evidence (mostly clear & accurate) [B-C]
( Satisfactory use of evidence (somewhat vague and/or inaccurate) [C-D]
( Little or no use of evidence (frequently vague and/or inaccurate) [D-F]
Coherence:  Are ideas & concepts connected to each other in a logical, ordered way?

Comprehensive: Are all parts of the question addressed with relevant evidence?

( Clearly-stated & supported thesis or major claims (no irrelevant material)

( Supports majority of claims (minimal irrelevant material)

( Satisfactory support of claims (some irrelevant material)

( Poorly-developed claims or none at all (lots of irrelevant material)

Clarity:  Are ideas & concepts presented in clearly-written sentences & paragraphs?

Critical Thinking: Does it present a convincing, logical argument supported by specific examples?

( Smooth, logical flow throughout (thorough development of ideas)

( Generally smooth & logical flow (competent development)

( Some lapses in order or flow (somewhat competent) 

( Greatly lacking or without logical organization (barely competent or incompetent)
