Lifelong Learning

“The ultimate goal of the teacher and the school is to so train pupils for independent study as to make both the teacher and the school unnecessary.”

Modern Methods in High School Teaching (1926)

“The truth is, when all is said and done, one does not teach a subject, one teaches a student how to learn it.  Teaching may look like administering a dose, but even a dose must be worked on by the body if it is to cure.  Each individual must cure his or her own ignorance.”

“Reasons to De-Test the Schools” (1988)

Part of the official mission of Kirkwood Community College is to “promote opportunities for lifelong learning.”  

1) What does this phrase mean to you?  What are the responsibilities of teachers & students to promote it?  Explain.

2) Please examine the attitudes expressed in the following comments.  


Pick THREE that show the BEST understanding of “lifelong learning”  


Pick THREE that show the WORST understanding of “lifelong learning”

a) I’ve learned to appreciate and take responsibility for learning; to value more the process than the grade (sometimes it’s hard to get out of that with external expectations).  This will come in handy for me through the rest of my student career and also my teaching career.  I’ve really enjoyed being in your class and learning historical as well as many other beneficial lessons.

b) I would change the tests to make them less writing.  I would also change the homework to make it easier.

c) I’ve never liked essay tests.  But since he makes us take them, give us a study guide before the test.

d) Essay tests.  This gave you the responsibility to determine your grade & to show what you know & how you interpreted it.  It was nice to learn in a way not overcome with a right vs. a wrong answer but rather what facts do you have to support your answers.

e) The teacher’s enthusiasm and commitment in teaching his students to think for themselves.  The teacher’s ability to challenge his students while providing adequate support to succeed.  This was the best class I have ever had!

f) This is the worst teacher I have ever had, my opinion is change him.  He doesn’t like me so he is giving me a bad grade that I don’t feel I deserve.  He should be looked at closer!

g) As much as I hate writing them, I agree that essay is the best way of making the student read & understand the material.

h) The class was very well taught I learned a lot.  Without the strict teaching I would have blown off most of the stuff.  I learned more in this class than in four years of high school.  Not only in history, but over all learning itself.  I feel I am a better student because of this class.

i) Too much reading.  I never knew what was important and the instructor didn’t tell us what was going to be on the exams either.  That’s not fair.

j) It’s a good course to get students into the routine of actually having to do work.  Students need to know specifics & reasons, not just be given one-word answers.

k) Keep the exams essays because they make you think & earn your grade.

l) This class has been most beneficial in providing me with study skills, development of my time management skills, caring about what I learn.  Emphasis on using critical thinking.  It feels good to walk out of this class knowing I put forth an honest, strong effort into my studies and that I have retained much of what I learned. 

m) Tell us what we are to know.  We are not history majors, and this is not an english course.  We took this course for History not english.

n) The teacher never told us what to concentrate on for the tests.  One test only had 2 questions!  What the hell is that about?

o) I like how we were responsible for doing the reading—it makes you learn the material.

p) I didn’t like how the material wasn’t taught out of the book.  I would teach out of the book.

q) I would rather have multiple choice, short answer.  I understand the grading better and I can learn my area of weakness.

r) I liked the way the exams are structured because I will probably remember more about this class than any other history class.

s) I feel I learned nothing in this class.  Whatever I learned & took in came from readings, you taught me nothing in class.  It was not relevant to the reading material.

t) The instructor makes the student responsible for the reading with quizzes.  The class was challenging but I learned more than in any other class.

u) Critical thinking writing was very good for me—difficult & frustrating at first, but then very helpful for learning.

v) This course makes you take control of your own education.  Keep essay tests and reading quizzes.

w) I would make the final exams multiple choice.  I think the material we are covering is very complex, at times, and I think MC questions would make it easier . . .

x) This is an outstanding course that requires a lot of effort on the students’ and instructor’s part.

y) The essay form of examination, it really helped me to learn the material.  It really helped me, to organize my material, and learn to coordinate facts and historical context.  Reading quizzes really motivate you to do the reading.

z) Anything and everything I’ve learned in this class I’ve done on my own without any help from the instructor.  Tons of material we cover in class seems pointless and unhelpful . . . Threatening students with poor grades is a way to certainly motivate them, but it doesn’t work for me at least, cause I don’t care.

3) What do you think makes the difference between the positive comments and negative comments?  Explain.

